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POINT

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

POWER

MAN'S BEST FRIENDS: Over 250 canines of various breeds amazed Mangalureans with their skills during the National level Dog Show organised
by Karavali Canine Club.

““““““
“The Indian culture and
agriculture have an innate
relationship. If India has to
carry forward its agricultural
tradition, the present
generation must evince
interest in this field”
Sri Vidyaprasanna Theertha Swamiji of
Subrahmanya Mutt at the valedictory of the
Krishi Mela at CPCRI at Bilinele.

“Stories that are closer to
real life always succeed. Our
serials must have stories that
help us lead a better life”
director T N Sitharam at Bhramara Inchara
Nudi Habba at Kateel.

WORDSWORTH

“Promoting fraternity is
essential for upholding
diversity and democracy in
the country. Society’s moral
fabric must match the high
ideals of the Constitution for
it to meet its true objectives”

former High Court Judge Justice P
Krishna Bhat at the Constitution Day
celebrations at MRPL.
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””””””
“At a time when reading habit
is waning among people due
to mobile phones and TV, the
libraries play a vital role in
attracting people towards
reading”
Mayor Jayananda Anchan at the National
Library Week celebration at City Central
Library.
“Technological capabilities
and innovative flair of
citizens are the most
decisive factors in taking a
nation forward”
Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at
the 30th Convocation of Manipal Academy
of Higher Education.
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In Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts,
industries such as tile, beedi, cashew,
coconut oil, food and beverages and
rubber, plastic goods, wood products etc
had a prominent presence. After the
establishment of the seaport at Mangalore
in the seventies, there was rapid
momentum in industrialization in the
district. Due to the presence of large and
mega industrial units in the district, a large
number of micro and small enterprises had
come up. DK and Udupi districts have
one of the largest industrial areas with fully
export oriented units, in software,
manufacturing, automobile engine parts,
electronics, telecom, precision machinery
and also some downstream industries that
extensively use power on all the shifts.
Captains of the industry of both districts
argue that the local authorities look down
on the industrial areas and estates as places
destined to look bad and neglected. They
are not just the biggest employment
generators but also pay taxes regularly and
quite hefty amounts at that. The Kanara
Chamber of Commerce and Industry had
been giving appeals after appeals for years
demanding better municipal facilities.
“Water, electricity, bad roads, that are not
the only problems, even collection of trash
and solid waste is not properly managed,
We already pay hefty sums of money to
both KSIDC and Mangalore City
Corporation but yet we do not get service
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

from both organisations.
The demonetisation and introduction of
GST appears to have impacted industrial
growth in general, which recorded the
slowest in the past few years. The
manufacturing sector has also witnessed
stunted growth according to the Economic
Survey Report. The Micro, Small and
Medium enterprises sector has also been
hit. Job creation in these MSMEs has also
been hit with the newly opened up MSMEs
creating least jobs which are the lowest in
the last five years. The translation of
industrial proposals into fully
commissioned projects also stands lowest
in the state.
The Federation of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FKCCI) blamed
successive governments in the State with
not evincing keen interest in developing
the coastal economy in general, and the
industrial sector in particular. The
government has also failed to exploit the
tourism potential of the vast coastline of
the State. Goa, Kerala, Maharashtra, and
Gujarat have exploited the natural
resources to generate huge income, while
Karnataka has done the least in this sector,
he said.
Problems are plenty and solutions are in
disguise. Apparently, the government is not
interested addressing the real issues but
only making empty promises.
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nMangalore Today's October issue on the
100th Sharadotsava celebrations at
Acharya Mutt in the precincts of Shree
Venkataramana Temple at Carstreet, made
us nostalgic. Sharadotsava is a divine
celebration and it a joy to see the Goddess
in different incarnations on different days
of the festival is immense and devotees
get soaked in devotion.
NITHYANANDA PAI, Mangaluru

nThe Suratkal toll gate is now a thing of
past with it finally closing down officially
bringing a relief to the locals as well as
those who have been part of the protest
against the toll gate. But the closure of
the toll gate has brought fresh worries for
Udupi district as in fact the toll gate has
been merged with the one at Hejamady.
The reports that the toll hitherto collected
in Suratkal will be charged at Hejamady
through a combined toll has invited
criticism though as now no decision has
been taken to levy additional toll at
Hejamady.
M. AHMED, Mangaluru
nRishab Shetty's Kantara through its
resounding success has in a way brought
glory to the coastal region which too is
basking on the success of the movie along
with the movie team. The spectacular
movie provides a glimpse of the tradition
of the region as well as Daivaradhane
which has left movie lovers in awe. Hope
we will to get to see many more such
movies, that can be a breath of fresh air.
VIJAYAKUMAR, Mangaluru
nIt was really wonderful to read S N
Surkund's "Baliga The Innovator." Hope
Mangalore Today would come up with
6

mesmerized. This is an occasion which
ardent devotees wait for throughout the
year and then seek the blessings of
Goddess Sharada.
ARVIND NAYAK, Mangaluru

nThanks to our favourite magazine,
Mangalore Today for a nice write-up on
the 100th Sharadotsava celebrations at
Carstreet. Festivals bring people together
and bring joy and happiness. Catching a
glimpse of the beautiful and graceful idol
of Goddess Sharada leaves devotees

n It is a matter of great pride and
happiness that this year was the 100th
year of Sharadotsava celebrations at
Acharya Mutt in Shree Venkatramana
Temple, Carstreet. Noteworthy is the
fact that the festival is being celebrated
here with great discipline and a sense of
belonging that has made it all the more
unique. It is an occasion for people to
come together to be a part of a great
celebration.
NAGESH BHAT, Bengaluru

more of Surkund's works that are a delight
to read.
SRINIVAS RAO, Mangaluru

through hobbies like art, craft, painting
etc.
ASHA MARINA, Mangaluru

nShresht Prabhu, is a promising talent.
His Rubic's Mosaic is spell-binding.
Creation of Rubic's Mosaic needs a lot
of effort and also patience. Shresht's
achievements should be an inspiration to
many of our children who spend a lot of
time glued to the TV or mobile sets. One
must find ways to unleash one's creativity.
GS COELHO, Mangaluru

nThe movie Kantara has created wonders.
It has spread the fragrance of the coastal
districts far and wide and it is great to
know that the movie will also be out in
English language. Already its Tulu version
is creating waves and the English version
would certainly be more appealing to
international audience.
PRAKASH MN, Mangaluru

nIt was nice to read about Shresht Prabhu,
a budding talent. His Rubic's mosaic
speaks a lot about the talent of this little
boy. The society must encourage such
talents. It is all the more important to
attract our children towards creativity

nI am a great fan of Surkund's writings.
They are a delight to read and equally
delightful is to find Surkund's write-ups
in Mangalore Today. The way the author
presents a story is simply amazing.
B. S. PRABHU, Mangaluru

HOT PROPERTIES IN MANGALURU
10 Cents residential
1.90 Acre beach property for
land for sale at
sale at Someshwar Beach
Deralakatta, Near KS
near to Summer Sands,
Hegde Medical College.
Ullal.
`: 4 Lakhs per cent
`: 3 Lakhs per cent

15 cents commercial
land touching
Highway at Kulshekar
Kalpane for sale.
`: 25 Lakhs per cent

1100sft brand new 2BHK Apartment for sale Maryhill @ Rs. 46 Lakhs

CONTACT: 9880616670 / 9591520629
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A blast and its reverberations
The recent cooker bomb explosion in a moving autorickshaw in Mangaluru has shocked the peace
loving people of Mangaluru who ardently hope such incidents will not recur in the future.
On the evening of November 19, when
there was a blast in a moving autorickshaw
all of a sudden near Nagori in the city, the
local residents and nearby shopkeepers had
rushed to the rescue of the driver and the
lone passenger in the vehicle. There was
not an iota of suspicion about terror plot
until the police who investigated the burnt
portion of the autorickshaw finding a
pressure cookers with burnt circuits. And
yet again Mangalore hit the headlines, this
time too for the wrong reasons, a terror
related blast. It was a rude shock for
Mangalureans while also creating a sort of
panic that the city is no longer safe as it
was thought to be.
Since then, shocking revelations are
coming to the fore which Mangalureans
would have hardly imagined. The accused
Mohammed Shariq undoubtedly was
influenced by radical elements and the story
of how he lived in Mysuru to enrol for a
mobile training, how he faked the Aadhar
card of another person who had lost it and
how he easily managed to give everyone a
slip faking a Hindu identity is shocking.
His mobile details revealing that he had
visited various places including Udupi and
that he had searched many locations in
Mangaluru including some prominent
temples, too are shocking.
A purported claim of responsibility for
the blast by a hitherto unknown group, the
Islamic Resistance Council, on a Telegram
group too made much news. The group
claimed that Shariq’s attempt was to attack
a temple in Kadri, “a bastion of the Saffron
terrorists in Mangalore.” Police however
say the authenticity of this claim is yet to
be established.
Meanwhile questions have arisen over
the Karnataka Police losing track of Shariq
after his release from prison in August 2021
following eight months of imprisonment in
connection with a UAPA case over

8

provocative graffiti written on a wall in
Mangaluru.
Karnataka Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra had an answer to this. The
Karnataka police failed to track down
Mohammed Shariq even after his name
cropped up in a terror plot in September
because he did not use conventional modes
of communication like cellphones,the
Minister said. Amid the grave
development, there has been political blame
game as usual and it is equally interesting
to read some reactions.
BJP National Secretary CT Ravi said
the "Mangalore blast incident has proved
again that attempts were on by a section of
people to harm the internal peace of the
County. People with Jihadi mindset are
working to destabilise the country's
security."
On the other hand, JD(S) leader and
former chief minister H D Kumaraswamy
had an interesting comment.
"Communally provocative statements by
some people and activities that promote
hatred are encouraging such happenings,"
he alleged.
Union Minister of State for Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare Shobha Karandlaje
said the Mangaluru blast accused had got
'Islamic State training' and had imparted
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

the same to more than 40 people. Terming
the information available about the blast
accused Mohammed Shariq as scary, she
said the accused came out on bail in the
anti-India graffiti case because intense
investigation did not take place.
Congress leader and former MLA
JR Lobo alleged that the blast took place
due to the negligence of the BJP
government and police. “Had the
government and police been vigilant, such
untoward incidents could have been
avoided. The government failed to wake
up after instances of terror graffiti reported
in Mangaluru,” the Congress leader said.
Whatever be the blame game- the need
of the hour is to ensure such incidents do
not repeat. The police and the citizens need
to be on the guard. Alertness about any
suspicious activity can go a long way in
preventing such incidents.
Now that the accused Shariq is
recovered enough to answer the questions
of the police and the NIA is presently incharge of the investigations, citizens are
hoping the investigation agencies would be
able to zero-in on the handlers of Shariq
who had landed in Mangaluru with an
intention to do much harm, but with the
plan going haywire following the blast in
the autorickshaw itself.n

CITYPOLITIX
Do we need this?

A bitter pill
The alleged misuse of Wakf
properties and a scam alleged
to be worth over Rs 2 lakh
crores, as per a report, has
proved to be a bone of
contention between the former
state minorities commission
chairman under the BJP
government Anwar Manippady
and Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai.
The Chief Minister recently
mentioning a Rs 2200 crores scam relating to Wakf Board and also assuring support
to the Wakf Board in its fight to reclaim the land, has irked Manippady who points out
that the scam is not worth Rs 2,200 crores but Rs 2,30,000 crores in reality. He also
accused the Chief Minister of trying to shield the protect and has also reminded the
CM that the report prepared during his tenure has to be tabled in the Assembly as per
the Supreme Court orders.
But the BJP government has failed to take action, he alleged and has demanded an
investigation by former high court judges. This criticism from a leader who held a
coveted post offered by the BJP has now turned out to be bitter pill to swallow for the
party, claim political pundits.

A Chatrapathi Shivaji statue at the
prominent Pumpwell Circle? Why? Many
Mangalureans are seeking answers. But
the Mangaluru City Corporation has
resolved to have a statue of Shivaji saying
it has heeded to a request made by a
Maratha Association.
But why a statue of Shivaji in
Mangaluru was the question raised by
many corporators at the MCC meeting
recently, Why can't we have the statues
of Tulunadu folk legends Koti Chennaya,
asked a member.
But the MCC has already taken a
decision and ruling BJP members were
quick enough to say that the Congress has
a habit of opposing every decision of the
administration, even in case of renaming
circles.
Do we need statues when there are
many pressing civic issues that need early
redressal? The question remains.

OFFTRACK

RISKY TRACK
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Subrahmanya Road
Railway Station at Nettana
is one of the prominent
railway stations of the
district, thanks to the famous
pilgrim shrine Kukke Shree
Subrahmanya Temple. Daily
thousands people arrive here
as well as depart from here
by various trains. However
the absence of a foot
overbridge at this station
which has two platforms has
posed a great risk to the lives
of passengers with many
suffering grave injuries in the
process of crossing from one
platform to the other. When will
the authorities as well as elected
representatives wake up from
their slumber? Are they waiting
for more mishaps to happen?
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DK

New DC for DK

M R Ravikumar took charge as the new
Deputy Commissioner of Dakshina
Kannada district on November 2. Zilla
Panchayat CEO Dr Kumar who was made
the in-charge DC after the erstwhile DC
Dr K V Rajendra was transferred to
Mysuru, handed over charge to the new
incumbent. M R Ravikumar was serving
as Registrar of Rajeev Gandhi University
of Health Sciences before being appointed
as DC of Dakshina Kannada. He is a
Karnataka cadre IAS officer of the 2012
batch.

DIAR
Y
DIARY

Ancient potteries found in megalithic era
cave at Kallembi arouses curiosity
The ancient potteries found in a
cave at Kallembi village in
Yadamangala Gram Panchayat limits
of Kadaba taluk, have aroused a a lot
of curiousity. The cave is very likely
of the iron age-Megalithic period
observed T Murugeshi, Associate
Professor in Ancient History and
Archaeology of Mulki Sundarram
Shetty College, Shirva in Udupi
district. The cave was found during
levelling of land for a plantation work.
The potteries found at Kallembi
resembles the grave potteries of Moodukonaje and burial potteries of Heggadehalli
and Siddalingapura of Kodagu.
The small particles of husk, probably of ragi found in the red potteries at Kallembi
is being sent for lab tests. The cave had a red jar of 10 inch height, a large red lid
of around 7.5 inch diameter, three red potteries of different sizes, a small red lid
with knob, red bowl pirces and red and black colour lamps.

Two cruise ships birth at New Mangalore Port;
passengers visit tourist places
Recently, two cruise ships arrived at
New Mangalore Port carrying many
international passengers who visited
various places of tourists importance in
and around Mangaluru before proceeding
to their next destination.
On November 28 New Mangalore
Port welcomed the first cruise ship of the
current cruise season – “MS EUROPA 2”
– that was berthed at Berth No. 4 after a
gap of two years. The ship had arrived
from Mormugao Port in Goa.
MS EUROPA 2, sailing under the flag
of Malta (Europe), carried 271 passengers
and 373 crew members. With a length of
224.38 mt and width of 29.99 mts, the
42,830 gross tonnage capacity vessel was
having 6.3 mt draught.
The tourists were accorded a
traditional welcome and they visited
various tourist places including St.
Aloysius, Kadri temple, Kudroli Temple,
local market, cashew factory, Udupi Sri
Krishna Mutt, Karkala Gomateshwara
10

statue, Moodbidri 1000 Pillar Temple and
other places. After savoring the ethnic
tradition and cultural experience, they
embarked back to the ship that sailed
towards Kochi .
The second cruise ship of the current
season “Seven Seas Explorer” arrived at
New Mangalore Port a few days later and
had 686 passengers apart from 552 crew.
Male (Maldives) came from Port of Qatar
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

to India and berthed at Mormugao Port
previously.
The tourists too visited various places
of importance and enjoyed a cultural event
portraying local folklore & traditions of
the region. Souvenirs were given to the
cruise passengers by the Port, as fond
memory of their visit to Mangalore while
they were embarking back to their ship
all set for their next destination – Male.

DK
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As Suratkal Toll Gate shuts doors, Hejamady impasse sets in
The longstanding demand to close the
Suratkal toll gate finally yielded result
with the toll plaza officially closing down
and toll collection coming to a halt from
the midnight of November 30. The Action
Committee against Suratkal toll gate
which was on an indefinite dharna for 32
days as a culmination to its long drawn
protest on the issue, ended its agitation.
As the Suratkal toll gate was officially
merged with the Hejamady toll gate, the
NHAI had initially notified about the
revised toll at Hejamady which was a
combined toll including the user fee
collected at Suratkal. Though the
combined toll collection was supposed to
begin on December 1 that has not
happened much to the relief of residents
of Udupi district as the Hejamady toll
plaza comes under Udupi district.
There was also a plan by various
organisations of Udupi to stage a dharna
from December 2 and even the Suratkal
Tollgate Action Committee had decided

to join this protest. But there has been no
protest as toll charges have not been revised
yet. Meanwhile an official meet held at
Udupi in the presence of ministers, elected
representatives and officials discussed the
impact of a likely toll hike at Hejamady.
The meeting objected the move of the
NHAI to merge the Suratkal toll with the
fee collected at Hejamady and termed it
unscientific. Even if the toll is hiked the
Udupi registered vehicles must be exempted
from paying toll and a separate lane should
be provided for these vehicles, Sunil Kumar
has suggested.
In another development, a delegation
including former Congress MLAs Vinay
Kumar Sorake and Gopal Poojary and

DYFI leader Muneer Katipalla submitted
a memorandum to Udupi Additional
Deputy
Commissioner
Veena
B.N. seeking cancellation of the toll
merger at Hejamady.
The memorandum pointed out that the
erstwhile toll gate at Surathkal was
‘illegal’ and therefore merging it with
Hejamady or merging users' fee would
also be 'illegal.'
Earlier, Udupi MLA Raghupathi Bhat
had met Union Road Transport and
Highway Minister Nitin Gadkari and
pointed out how four toll plazas worked
on an 110 km stretch between Talapady
and Kundapura on NH 66 despite the
minister's assurance in the Parliament
that only one toll plaza would exist within
a distance of 60 kms. He said the merger
of Suratkal toll gate with Hejamady toll
gate was against the interests of Udupi
district residents and urged the Union
Minister to revoke the merger notification
and cancel Surathkal plaza.

Rajyotsava Honour for 12 Achievers from DK, Udupi Kateel, Mandarthi
As many as 12
Yakshagana Melas cut
outstanding achievers
short show timings
from Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts
bagged the coveted State
level Rajyotsava Awards
this year.
The recipients of the
prestigious
Award
include renowned hotelier, Founder and Chairman of the Sagar Ratna chain of hotels
Jayaram Banan, well-known Yakshagana Bhagawata Subrahmanya Dhareshwar, noted
Yakshagana Arthadhari and critic Prabhakar Joshi, senior Yakshagana artiste Mandarthi
Annappa Naika known for portrayal of female roles, Ashok Shetty from Bantwal who
has been serving the Yakshagana field for over four decades and Daiva Nartaka Gudda
Panara from Mulur in Kaup. He has been serving as Pilikola Nartaka for over 30 years.
L H Manjunath, Executive Director of Sri Kshetra Dharmasthala Rural Development
Project who has been instrumental in extending the project across the state, Carnatic
music teacher Vidwan M Narayan from Mangaluru, Bharatanatyam teacher from
Belthangady P Kamalaksha Achar, industrialist Ravi Shetty Moodambail, hotelier
Maranakatte Krishnamurthi Manja and entrepreneur Raj Kumar are the recipients of the
Award this year.
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

The ban on use of loudspeakers
between 10 pm to 6 am has made it
inevitable for some Yakshagana Melas to
cut short their show timings.
The historic and century old Kateel
Yakshagana Mela has already decided to
have Kaalamithi Aata to ensure adherence
to the rules. This means that the all night
Yakshagana shows, including the Harake
Aatas will not be held all night.
Apart from Kateel Mela another famed
Yakshagana troupe, the Mandarthi Sri
Durgaparameshwari Yakshagana Mela too
has decided to cut short the show timings.
The Mandarthi Mela adheres to the
Badagutittu school of thought of
Yakshagana and it would be interesting to
see the Yakshagana shows with a time limit.

11

COL
UMN
OLUMN

IN BLACK
&
WHITE

The hypocrisy
of the ruling class!
With a systematic institutional erosion of values, those
at the helm are making every attempt to convert the
nation from the secular, democratic state into a religious
and theocratic one, writes Prof. Narendra Nayak.

Enough enough and more has been
written about the hypocrisy and double
standards of the ruling classes in general,
the present dispensation in power is taking
it to greater heights as its stint in power is
getting longer and longer. The way things
are going on, it looks like all the so called
pillars of democracy are all going in the
same direction. The subversion of all these
and the manipulation of the minds of the
younger generation through the education
system are manifestations of these. While
the nation has come into existence through
a constitution which is secular, democratic
with equality for all the citizens the events
in the do not support the same!
The dispensation which has assumed
power because of the rights guaranteed in
the constitution is now working steadily
to subvert the same and convert the state
into a state which would be governed more
by a medieval law than by the constitution.
While this goes in a devious and
conspiratorial manner, the common
citizens' mind is being diverted from such
through a number of circuses. We get such
regular diversions through 'world shaking'
events like cricket matches, controversial
movies, outrageous debates, claims of
supernatural and such. These have so
systematically dominated the public
discourse that the lines between truth and
fictions, history and mythology, science
and superstition have got blurred. The
12
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Prof. NARENDRA NAYAK

brazen use of the products of science to
undermine science itself are the norm and
the population never trained at any time
to think rationally laps up these without a
whimper and cheers on such in the belief
that our ancient glories are much greater
than the present achievements.
Karnataka famously named as the
laboratory of the Hindutva in the south
seems to be living well upto that name.
Starting from the laws on cow slaughter
to revision of text books, we have been
trying our best to be worthy of this title.
With the demography shifting the
population growth to the north, the growth
in the south or rather the lack of it leading
to below replacement level of growth is
going to cause a lot of problems with a
aging population in the south and a
younger one in the Hindi belt. With this
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

skewed population the problems are going
to be more and the shift of vote banks and
ruling cliques with a total disregard for
the south are going to dominate. As it is
we see this disparity in funds granted and
also the feeling that the more prosperous
southern states being used like cash cows
by the less developed lower income
northern states, particularly those of the
cow belt. The language policy of the ruling
dispensation has come under fire because
of its emphasis on Hindi, calling it as the
national language and thrusting it upon
others. In many southern states the
reluctance of the Hindi speakers to learn
the local languages, arrogance bred by
their language being 'superior' has led to
conflicts particularly in places like
Bengaluru where the presence of younger
people from northern states has reached

COL
UMN
OLUMN
high levels. The same is being felt even
in places like Mangalore where a good
percentage of labour is Hindi speaking.
The hypocrisy of the powers that be
can be seen very much in the fields of
health care and education. In the field of
health care an effort is being made to
devalue the whole system of evidence
based medicine by bringing in things like
yoga, ayurveda etc besides total quackery
like meditation etc. Besides attempts are
made to change the medium of instruction
to Hindi thereby conferring an advantage
on those from the Hindi belt. The Hindi/
Hindu/Desi model is being thrust on the
rest of population in many fields that way.
Though this resented by the non Hindi
speaking population the numbers are in
favor of those who are trying to impose
this on the others. The tendency of the
rulers is to see that those who question
them and their policies are sidelined.
While the boast is about Hindu values,
the reality is that the society which is
pluralistic is being reduced to Manuvadi,
upper caste mindset with all the prejudices
and biases. In the last three years the Covid
pandemic has given an advantage to these
powers who have used it to things from
toppling ruling parties to driving away the
'lower caste' children away from schools.
In Karnataka, the secular nature of the
educational institutions have been
systematically undermined. Starting from

While hijab is
banned as a
religious symbol,
the other symbols
connected to the
majority religion are
labelled as cultural
elements.
the banning of hijab from the class rooms
to introducing Hindu rituals in the name
of things like yoga to bringing a lot of
religious rituals into the education in the
name of culture, the secular nature of the
nation is being eroded. While hijab is
banned as a religious symbol, the other
symbols connected to the majority religion
are labelled as cultural elements. The pujas
and the ceremonies connected with various
functions at the national as well as local
levels are similarly made acceptable. The
alleged corruption during the previous
regimes is said to be responsible for every
ill that the nation is facing today while a
blind eye is being turned at what is
happening under their rule which had been
extolled as a double engine government!
The opposition ruled states are labelled
as corrupt and anti-national and toppling
them is hailed as a return to the
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mainstream. The office of the governor is
used in such states to throw spanners in
anything from passing legislation enacted
by duly elected assembly to interference
in the administration.
The substitution of history by
mythology, fact by fiction, quackery as
medicine is another feature of the present
dispensation. While so called alternative
systems of medicine are being promoted
as panaceas, the ruling class takes the
benefit of the latest of advances for their
medical care. The systems of medicine
which are faith based are being infiltrated
into institutions of evidence based
medicine with the intention of passing
them off as mainstream. In Karnataka
topics like urine therapy and gaumutra
have been introduced into text books for
college students. The judiciary has been
also undermined by inducements to the
retiring judges with those delivering
favorable ones being offered inducements
after retirement.
With this systematic institutional
erosion of values in general and even the
constitution in particular, the aim of
converting the nation from the secular,
democratic state into a religious, theocratic
one seems to be well on the way.n

Prof. NARENDRA NAYAK is a consumer
activist and a rationalist. This is a regular column
and we invite readers’ response. The writer can
be reached at: narenyen@gmail.com
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By M. RAGHURAM

E

ULOGIES HAVE COME AND
gone, concerns have been raised,
issues resolved, escalations done,
and ideas been formulated and implemented
but yet why our industrial towns are not on
par with those in Jigani, Dabaspet or
Jalahalli around Bengaluru? In the quality,
and range of products, the industrial setup in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts
the industrial areas are second to none. The
leadership that drives the associations and
trade bodies is outwardly professional. But
yet our industrial estates do not match the
best … how and why? That is the question.
This is what Rathnaprabha the former
additional chief secretary of Industry in
Karnatka had told in one of the functions
at the industrial estate "I was given charge
as Additional Chief Secretary of Industries
and Commerce in 2014-16. I was the first
woman to hold the position then. When I
took over, the state was in 11th position in
the country. We worked hard as a team
and the next year, Karnataka's rankings
improved and went up to seventh position
and the next year, Karnataka stood first.
Since then Karnataka has been in the top
position. We need to note that land prices
are going up and many are not willing to
part with their land. When the KIADB goes
for land acquisition, we are told that at least

New Mangalore Port

Baikampady industrial area
is one of the biggest estates
in the state and ranks third
in the state after Bengaluru
and Mysuru. But all the six
industrial areas and estates
of the two districts do not
match up when it comes to
development and
infrastructure.

one person from the family is given a job
where the factory is coming up in the
acquired land. However, in many cases, it
doesn't happen and the villagers are
unhappy. Hence, my request to industries
is to identify families which have given land
and provide employment to one member
of that family."
But this was not the case in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi when they built up the
industrial estates at Baikampady, Yeyyadi,
Ganjimutt, Karnad, Shivally (Manipal)
Kadalakere (Moodbidri) and many smaller

MRPL
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areas, the land was already well-demarcated
because the political leadership did not
leave any stone unturned while planning
for the industrial set up. However when it
comes to Mega industries and vital
infrastructure- things went awry landing the
industries in many problems.
Environmental concerns were yet another
matter that needed attention.
In Dakshina Kannada district, industries
such as tile, beedi, cashew kernel, coconut
oil, food and beverages and manufacturing
activities like rubber/plastic goods, wooden
products etc had a prominent presence. The
tile industry has been in decline due to the
non-availability of quality clay and
firewood in addition to a labour shortage
and public preference for concrete
structures in the modern era. The Beedi
rolling industry is one of the major home
industries of the district.
After the establishment of the seaport
at Mangalore in the seventies, there is rapid
momentum in industrialization in the
district. Due to the presence of large and
mega industrial units in the district, a large
number of micro and small enterprises are
coming up. Taluks in Dakshina Kannada
district have been divided into zones for
industrial incentives namely.
According to the state statistics
department, There are 18918 registered SSI
units with a total investment of 70217 lakhs,
employing 92,300 persons in the district.
There are 30 medium-scale industries, 17
large-scale industries and 3 Mega
industries. Historically, Dakshina Kannada
district has been a major exporter of
commodities like Tiles, Leaf springs,
Spices, Cashew nuts, Handicrafts etc.
Recently the district has emerged as a major
player in the export of Engineering goods,
Readymade Garments, Chemicals,
Minerals and Ores, Food items, Fish Meal,
Fish Oil, Flowers, Gherkins, Polished
Granite etc. Export of perishables such as
jasmine and vegetables to West Asia is
getting boosted through international flights
operating from the Mangalore airport.
Dakshina Kannada district also has its share
in the export of software from the state due
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Plant-tech Industries factory in Baikampady

“The Yeyyadi industrial
estate is no doubt well
laid out, but it may use
more land that will
bring more industries
of the new age. The
food products, food
processing, and value
addition industries
must be given more
leeway to set up units
here”
Ramakrishna Achar
Food processing Entrepreneur.
to the presence of STPI, Mangalore and
other major IT companies including
Infosys, Wipro and other small and medium
players in both IT and ITES.
Increase in trade and commerce,
development of service industries, IT-ITES
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

clusters and Special Economic Zones are
visible in the district in recent years. A few
chemical, engineering, automobile and food
processing units have been initiated in the
district. The city of Mangalore in the district
is undergoing rapid economic change.
Several Special Economic Zones are
emerging in the district. Mangalore Special
Economic Zone (MSEZ) is designed as a
multi-product SEZ catering to the
petrochemical, manufacturing, service,
trading and warehousing industry. The
district is one of the few PCPIRs
(petroleum, chemicals and petrochemicals
investment regions) in the county. Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals
Limited. (MRPL) is planning mega
investments in the region. In IT/ITES
activities too, the district is fast catching
up with other major cities. IT major Infosys
has established a large presence in the
district. With increasing real estate costs
in Bangalore, Mangalore has emerged as a
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“The skill level of the
youth is improving, and
their urge to become
independent
entrepreneurs is also
on a high note." "At this
point in time, the
industrial setup must
meet expectations, and
credit linkages must be
made available on
favourable terms."

already in production at IT SEZ near
Konaje heralding the entry of other IT
firms. The district is fast emerging as an
attractive real estate destination in
Karnataka.
The coastal city of Mangaluru has one
of the largest industrial areas split into two
locations Yeyyadi and Baikampady, 20 per
cent of them were fully Export Oriented
Units, in software, manufacturing,
automobile engine parts, electronics,
telecom, precision machinery and also some
downstream industries that extensively use
power on all the three shifts. In case of
frequent power shutdowns, they will be
constrained to install high-power generators
which will be a drain on their investment
and also have environmental implications.
The government should bring more power
plants to the state.
But power is not just the only problem,
a visit to any of the industrial estates or
areas in the district will spill out pictures
of neglect, poor infrastructure and planning,
it better to talk less about environmental
aspects.
Baikampady industrial area is one of
the biggest estates in the state and ranks
third in the state after Bengaluru and
Mysuru. But all the six industrial areas and
estates of the two districts do not match up
when it comes to development and
infrastructure. The roads are potholeridden, narrow and badly maintained.
However Baikampady industrial area has
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few bright spots like wide roads and welllaid-out units.
Captains of the industry of both districts
argue that the local authorities look down
on the industrial areas and estates as places
destined to look bad and neglected. They
are not just the biggest employment
generators but also pay taxes regularly and
quite hefty amounts at that. The Kanara
Chamber of Commerce and Industry had
been giving appeals after appeals for years
demanding better municipal facilities.
“Water, electricity, bad roads, are not the
only problems, even collection of trash and
solid waste is not properly managed, We
already pay hefty sums of money to both
KSIDC and Mangalore City Corporation
but yet we do not get service from both
organisations. The Mangalore city
corporation is supposed to treat the
industrial areas and estates on the same lines
as other parts of the city, but the waste
handling company engaged by the
Corporation do not share the enthusiasm
and has rules of its own which do not
coincide with the one that the Corporation
has formulated democratically. The waste
handlers and Corporation officials work for
hand in glove when it comes to mopping
up the revenue but they cite their different
sets of rules when it comes to providing
services” state the trade body functionaries.
The Karnataka State Industrial
Development Corporation (KSIDC) who
are the owner of the estates and is supposed

Spectrum Industries at Yeyyadi Industrial Estate

Subhash Shenoy
Young entrepreneur
prominent destination for the development
of the IT industry. Keeping this in view,
the Government of Karnataka (GoK) is
facilitating the development of an IT
Corridor and a Software Park in
Mangalore. Infosys and other players are
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022
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to take up maintenance and development
as an independent body keeping aloof from
the other two service providers. The
entrepreneurs have also been represented
from time to time giving them
representation in all three bodies but the
service providers and owners say “they are
‘sacrosanct’ and ‘untouchable’ and ‘no
ordinary mortal can sit on their board. The
Kanara Small Industries Association has
made representation to the Mangalore City
Corporation, the Deputy Commissioner of
Dakshina Kannada and to the industry
secretary from time to time demanding the
transfer of the right of maintenance to the
industrial bodies but to no avail. A former
industry deputy director told Mangalore
Today on conditions of anonymity that the
industry department came very close to
entering into a spat with the industrial
houses in Mangaluru following allegations
of corruption, red tapesim and favouritism
by the industrialists. But their allegations
were not allegations but are facts.
Environmental juxtapositioning
The Industrial estates and areas are now
one of the largest ancillaries hub in
Karnataka state. Engineering entrepreneurs
are getting work orders from all heavy

“The export promotion
industrial park in Ganjimutt in
Mangaluru taluk is a great
place for a young entrepreneur
to start his venture." There are
wide roads, a good layout, and
large industrial plots with lowinterest rates. There are also
many other amenities, such as
ready connections to water,
power, and UGD. But there are
a few more needs, like stable
internet connectivity. "IT
solutions and international
market linkages”

Udupi Power Corporation Ltd
thermal power plant at Yellur

Madhukar Rao

Entrepreneur
engineering fabricators and machine parts
manufacturers in Karnatka and from
neighbouring Goa, Kerala and Maharashtra
according to a rough estimation the business
off take from this segment is to the tune of
Rs. 120 crores per annum and many
ancillaries are producing machine parts and
precision parts for even MNCs. The major
industries in the SEZ in petroleum, mining,
automobile and many others are developing
ancillaries in Baikampady, Yeyyadi,
Karnad and Shivalli which has made the
SMEs thrive in the region.

Floods enters low lying industrial units due to the Flawed storm-water drainage
system in the Baikampady Industrial Area during the rainy season
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But not long ago the environmental
activists had opposed the mega industries
in Mangalore and even wrote a letter to
the former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh. Mangalore Today had the access to
the letter.” The letter has asked the PM
Dr.Manmohan Singh to “drop the idea of
having an SEZ or the PCPIR in Mangalore”
the letter has stated that if the PCPIR or
the SEZ comes in Mangalore the industries
would need an annual requirement of 8000
Metric Tonnes of Benzene in storage near
Mangalore in the proposed petrochemical
complex. “Benzene is an internationally
accepted chemical to have very high levels
of toxicity in the case of even small doses”
and highly carcinogenic in nature and a
small leak also could lead to deadly diseases
like leukaemia. He said the city of
Mangalore has been placed in the seismic
zone III which meant that the city could be
badly affected in the case of tectonic
movements. Scientific experts have also
pointed out that the city could progressively
move into Seismic Zone IV in the years to
come. When that is the projection for the
city it was a dangerous thing for the city to
have huge storages of toxic chemicals like
Benzene.
The guidelines issued by the state
Pollution Control Board (PCB) specify that
no new mega-industry could be established
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"Yes, we get grievances on a regular basis. They are multifarious in
nature, and some of the issues can be handled by the District
Industries Centre (DIC), but bigger ones involving revenue and
maintenance will be placed on the table of the meeting with the
Deputy Commissioner of the district convened every month. But in
recent years, the grievances have come down drastically as the
KIADB and KSSIDC have taken measures to resolve disputes and
escalated situations. As a result, local youth are finding work, and
industry productivity has increased"
Nagraj V. Nayak,

Joint Director, District Industries Centre Udupi.
within 25 kilometers from a sensitive area
and no new industries could be established
within a city of a population of more than
3 lakhs. “Mangalore qualifies in both the
categories and hence the SEZ and its
Petrochemical component PCPIR could not
be established anywhere near Mangalore”.
But it is more than 12 years since such
move was made but Mangalore has
prospered and its people have thrived.

in Rural Bengaluru) Metagalli in Mysuru
and five other industrial estates across the
state in different districts.
The Mangaluru City Corporation
expressed mixed reactions to the proposal
of creating a ICDA in Baikampady. The
corporators raised objections stating that
the Mangaluru City Corporation will lose

ICDA tag -forgotten?
The Baikampady industrial estate in
Mangaluru city was supposed to be elevated
into the Industrial City Development
Authority (ICDA) status that would have
given a lot of developmental funding from
the government. It will be one of the eight
industrial estates in the state to be pitched
to become ICDA along with Jigani (Anekal
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022
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lThe occupants of industrial estates
and areas on the coastal districts
complain generally of UGD being
absent, streets lights not working, pot
hold ridden roads, power outages,
connecting roads to national highways,
development of interior roads and few
other demands.
lThe Mangaluru City Corporation
says that the rights for maintaining the
cleanliness has not been transferred,
which is why the Corporation was not
able to lift garbage or take up
developmental works.
lThe industrial areas are surrounded
by human habitations, as a result people
use the inner roads of the industrial
areas to cross over into the residential
areas, which poses security threats.
lAt Mudipu the 710 acres of land
demarcated for the Industrial estate has
been lying with only handful of units,
which is a worrisome issue. This is the
state for the last 12 years.
l The Mudipu-Muloor road that
connects the industrial area is not
completed which is also an disinsentive
for an entrepreneur.
l In Karnadu industrial area the
entrepreneurs are suffering due to the
factor that there is no water for
domestic use,let alone or the industrial
use, for the 10 years a overhead
reservoir is under construction
control over the estate and will not be able
to collect taxes from the ICDA designated
area. They feel “it was nothing but
alienation of a legally demarcated
geographical area under the City
Corporation act, this cannot be allowed”.
“The Industrial area in Baikampady
will have its own developmental authority
the Mangaluru city corporation will not
spend on the infrastructure development
of the industrial area and maintenance of
the industrial township. The Authority will
look after estates, however, the MCC will
get 30 per cent of revenue towards civic
services rendered to the ICDA”, say the
protagonists.
19
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The Kanara Industries Association
(formerly KIA) was established in the year
1978 with the objective to encourage
entrepreneurs in the industrial area of
Baikampady, Mangalore and promote the
interest of trade and industry in the coastal
region of Dakshina Kannada. Today it is
one of the primary bodies in this region to
represent all industries. The association has
over 4 decades of leadership record and
over 500 active members contributing
significantly to the overall growth of the
region. The members of the association
provide employment to around 20,000
people in the Dakshina Kannada region in
sectors like Automobile, pharmaceutical,
plastic, rubber, engineering industries, Agri
and food processing etc. with a significant
contribution to exports and the exchequer.
KIA has played a crucial role in the
region by interacting with Government
departments in suggesting and
implementing various Government
Schemes. It has been a catalyst in
implementing several projects under
ASIDE SCHEMES. In the year 2020 KIA
was chosen as one of the 19 Industry
Clusters to drive skill development under
the Government’s STRIVE program and
20

has actively started implementing it
contributing to employment generation and
retention of skilled labour in the District.
KIA is committed to clean and
environment-friendly manufacturing
practices. Every single road is covered with
a variety of trees, nurtured and protected.
The Association is also committed to
rejuvenating Bagundi Lake and has been
working towards restoring the ecology of
this huge water body adjacent to the Area.
The KIA is also upset over the many
pending works that makes the Industrial
estates and areas better place to work for
the entrepreneurs. The KA takes ups
occasional developmental work on an
individual level but that is not enough, as
an industrial body there cannot be unlimited
CSR Fund but we can muster enough funds
only to take up small works the
functioneries say.
The Federation of Karnataka Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI)
blamed successive governments in the State
with not evincing keen interest in
developing the coastal economy in general,
and the industrial sector in particular.
FKCCI president Sudhakar S. Shetty said
that Dakshina Kannada district alone
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022
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requires about 1,000 acres more of land
for industrial development with existing
facilities at Baikampady, Ganjimutt, and
other places being fully exhausted. The
government has also failed to exploit the
tourism potential of the vast coastline of
the State. Goa, Kerala, Maharashtra, and
Gujarat have exploited the natural resources
to generate huge income, while Karnataka
has done the least in this sector, he said.
The demonetisation and introduction of
GST appears to have impacted industrial
growth in general, which recorded the
slowest in the past few years. The
manufacturing sector has also witnessed
stunted growth according to the Economic
Survey Report. The Micro, Small and
Medium enterprises sector has also been
hit. Job creation in these MSMEs has also
been hit with the newly opened up MSMEs
creating least jobs which are the lowest in
the last five years. The translation of
industrial proposals into fully
commissioned projects also stands lowest
in the state.
Problems are plenty and solutions are
in disguise.Apparently, the government is
not interested addressing the real issues
but only making empty promises. n
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Dr. C. P. Habeeb Rahman
conferred Rajyotsava award
Dr C. P. Habeeb Rahman is a medical practitioner, educationist and a philanthropist
who has been a source of inspiration for the young generation.
The yearly Dakshina Kannada
District Rajyotsava Award was
presented on November 1, 2022. One
name that stood out among the most
eminent personalities awarded this
year was Dr. C.P. Habeeb Rahman.
When the name was announced, many
on the stage as well as in the audience
were surprised and started talking to
persons sitting next to them. “Was he
not awarded earlier?’ the question
came to most of them. Well, many a
time the Awarda and Honours are
presented to persons close to award
committee members or on political
preferences. Dr. Habeeb Rahman did
not fit into any of these favourites.
Everyone felt that ‘he should have
been honoured much earlier’. Better
late than never!
Dr. C. P. Habeeb Rahman, the
Chairman and Medical Director of
Unity Health Complex, is a visionary
and a great human being. Unity Health
Complex in Mangaluru was envisioned
and established by him nearly four decades
ago, a totally new concept in the year
1978.Today it is a class apart from many
hospitals in the city. Updated with the
latest in technological expertise and
knowledge, Dr. Habeeb Rahman takes on
a positive approach towards modernization
all the time. For him, ‘modern’ means
what is current; ‘modern’ is value addition
and not about throwing out priceless
traditional values.
Dr Habeeb Rehman was conferred
with the Best Medical Practices Award
by the European Medical Association at
the Arab Health Congress held in Dubai
recently in recognition of Best Health
Practices at Unity Hospital in Mangaluru
22

for the past 4 decades. He is also the
recipient of the Indian Leadership Award
for Health Care Excellence instituted by
Indian Economic Development and
Research Association in addition to many
others. Also, the ‘Most Inspiring Leader’
by World Confederation of Business in
Kuala Lumpur in December 2019. Dr.
Habeeb Rahman was honoured with
'Outstanding Manager Award 2022' by
Mangalore Management Association
recently.
Born on December 3, 1941 to C.P.
Mohammed and Zainabi in Kasargod, he
completed his early education at St.
Aloysius Boarding School in Mangalore
and his Bachelor of Science in Dharwad.
Later he completed his medical education
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

Kasturba Medical College, Manipal.
Dr. Habeeb Rahman nurtured a
dream to migrate to America but fate
would have it otherwise. The sudden
fall of family responsibilities upon his
shoulders, forced him to opt out from
his dreams and cater to the pressing
obligations on home ground. Today,
looking back at a decision that was
painful in those days, Dr. Habeeb
Rahman asserts… “I am happy… I
could perform equally well without
going to the United States… I could
do something even more worthwhile
and rewarding here… something
which would not have been possible
for me from elsewhere.”
Dr. Habeeb Rahman is an
inspiration for many. He is a noble
human being who considers humanity
as one family and world as one home.
He always thinks about the wellbeing
and welfare of others. As a prolific
reader and a creative critic, he has
influenced authors of international best
sellers. He has an opinion on many
international issues that have a farreaching impact in the future of the world
as a whole.
“We can reach the flight of humanity
to the zenith of excellence as we put in
united efforts integrated with integrity,
authenticity and legitimacy” says Dr.
Habeeb Rahman. And he says; “Unity is
my favourite word. Unity with God and
my submission to the will of God is the
purpose of my life. Through unity with
God I discover unity with humanity all
around. A humanity that lives in harmony,
development and services to one another
brings peace to oneself and the fellowmen;
now and forever.” n
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Supreme Success
This is the inspiring story of Jayaram Banan who has grown from humble beginnings
into a highly successful and progressive conglomerate recognized as
one of the leading players in the Hospitality industry

A

strong willpower and
the determination to
succeed can help an
individual achieve anything
in life. Renowned hotelier
and Chairman of the Sagar
Ratna Chain of restaurants
and Chief of the JRB Group,
Jayaram Banan is one such
outstanding entrepreneur
who climbed the ladder of
success through his sheer
resilience and perseverance
and a single-minded vision to
turn his dreams into a reality.
The Karnataka Rajyotsava
Award conferred on him this
year is a crowning glory to
his list of long achievements.
Hailing
from
Matadabettu in Karkala taluk
of Udupi district, the life
story of Jayaram Banan is inspiring. He
left his home at the age of 13 and landed
in Mumbai where he initially worked in a
canteen for meagre wages. The difficulties
which he faced in the early days made him
a strong man while also helping him learn
the intricacies of the trade. With a capital
of just Rs 5,000 he started his maiden
venture, Sagar Ratna Restaurant at
Defence Colony in Delhi. There was no
looking back for him since then and the
rest is history.
Delicious food, affordable rates, good
customer service and the great humility
of Jayaram Banan attracted customers
towards Sagar Ratna. Thus began the
success story of Banan with the Sagar
Ratna chain of hotels expanding. The
phenomenal success of Saga Ratna
motivated Banan to start a Multi-Cuisine
Restaurant in the year 2001 under the
24

Brand name of “Swagath” offering coastal
Food, Chettinad Food and specialty
Mughlai & Chinese cuisine. Within a short
span, Swagath also become a very popular
brand in Delhi and won “Best Coastal
Restaurant” Awards instituted by Times
of India. It was awarded the “Best South
Indian Restaurant (Non-Vegetarian)” for
the year 2004 in the Stand Alone Category
In the ITC-WELCOM GROUP – HT City
Eating Out Guide 2004.
Today the immensely popular “Sagar
Ratna” is recognized as one of the largest
chains of vegetarian restaurants in the
Country
The year 2010 opened another chapter
in the history of the JRB Group with the
opening of Ocean Pearl Hotels Pvt Ltd, an
84-Rooms luxurious Hotel near the now
Manjeshwar Govind Pai Circle in
Mangalore. The second Ocean Pearl has
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

been opened at Bejai Kapikad.
Ocean Pearl has also set foot
in Udupi while more recently
Ocean Pearl Hotel has also
been opened at Ujire, close to
the temple town of
Dharmasthala.
Ocean Pearl operates and
manages the city's prestigious
TMA Pai International
Convention Centre besides
The Ocean Resort and Spa, in
Hubballi. Its banqueting
operations under the brand
name of The Ocean Retreat
and Ocean Pearl Gardenia both
on Chattarpur Mandir Road in
New Delhi are renowned as the
best banqueters in the national
capital of Delhi.
Jayaram Banan who has
never forgotten his roots and
his humble beginnings is today an
inspiration for thousands. He is actively
involved in social service initiatives and
is providing educational aid to several
students with an ardent desire that every
child should be educated.
The key to success of Jayaram Banan
in the hospitality industry is him considering
his business as a service. The JRB firm
owned by him has provided employment
to over than 3500 people. Its contribution
to CSR is in its recruitment process of 90%
of its workforce by ways that give job
opportunities to the most poor and needy
young people who have to bear the
responsibility of looking after their families.
Despite all the glory and heights of
success, Jayaram Banan prefers to be a
simple man. He firmly believes that there
is no substitute for hard work and self-belief
and confidence are the key to success.n
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A Silent Revolution in Education
Since 150 Years

It is unimaginable for a group of visionaries from Saraswat Samaj to establish a school 152 years ago.
Srinivasan Nandagopal traces the evolution and transformation of this vision into reality.

A

T THE TIME WHEN THE
British Raj was at the peak of its
reigns
and
establishing
educational institutions were the Forte of
the Government of the day or the European
Missionaries, here was a silent revolution
in the town of Mangalore.
In the year 1870, a group of
enthusiastic, dedicated Saraswat visionaries
envisaged the need for providing quality
education for all. It was just a couple of
years after the establishment of the
Government College and much before the
establishing of other prestigious Christian
institutions in the city, the saga of
Ganapathy High School began.
Indeed the vision way back 152 years
is truly commendable. There was no
looking back from then on and the heritage
building that houses the school since 1915,
is a mute spectator of the glorious history
and evolution of this temple of education.
The Ganapathy High School was taken
over by Saraswat Education Society (SES)
on 9 September 1908 as it continued to
impact curriculum prescribed by the
Madras Presidency.
The Saraswat Education Society too has
a golden history to reckon with. Registered
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in 1920 under the Registrar of Societies, it
has scaled heights setting one benchmark
to another in its over a century of existence.
According to Mahesh Bondal, the
Honorary Secretary of the Society, the
primary objective of SES is to provide
quality education and promote the spread
of education among the youth of school
going age, without distinction whatsoever
of caste or creed.
Following its objectives with utmost
sincerity, the society has moved from one
milestone to another. The Ganapathy High
School shifted to its Hampankatta premises
1915. The Ganapathy Pre-University
College was established in 1971 which has
passed its Golden Jubilee. Ganapathy
English Medium School (Nursery to SSLC)
took shape in 1989.
Yet another jewel in the crown of SES
is its Anandashram High School established
in 1946, at Kotekar- Someshwar, near Ullal
in the picturesque rural environs on the
suburbs of Mangalore to cater to the
predominantly semi- urban / rural
population of that area. While the high
school has passed its Platinum Jubilee (75
years), Parijnan Pre-University College of
Science and Commerce came into
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existence in 2005 in the same campus.
Parijnan Vidyalay which is now on its
expansion mode, was started by SES to
fulfill the keen desire of local parents and
provide their children quality education in
English medium with the CBSE
curriculum. The first step towards this
noble cause was taken on June 3, 2017 at
Kotekar-Someshwar near Ullal with the
inauguration of a nursery school with the
blessings of revered Sadyojat
Shankarashram Swamiji of the Chitrapura
Mutt. The total number of students in
Parijnan Vidyalay’s Pre-primary, Primary
and Secondary sections at peak utilization
will be 1000. The current expansion project
will be completed before the next academic
year.
It is indeed time to celebrate the humble
success story of SES, remarks Praveen
Kadle, President of Saraswat Education
Society. He mentioned that the Chitrapura
Mutt has been doing yeoman service to the
society especially in the field of education
and women empowerment.n
The writer is a journalist who has been the Senior
Correspondent of The Times of India. He is a Youth
Mentor and Co-Founder of Centre for Integrated
Learning, a Mangalore based NGO.
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Foundation laid for Kedar High Living
Luxury Homes at Derebail

The foundation stone laying ceremony
of Kedar High Living Luxury Homes, a
residential apartment project by Mukund
MGM Realty was held at Derebail in the
city recently.Rev Fr Joseph Martis, Parish
Priest of Derebail Church blessed the
occasion.
D B Mehta, Vice President of
CREDAI Karnataka Chapter , Mayor
Jayananda Anchan, local corporator
Ranjini Kotian, former mayor Shashidhar
Hegde and others were present as chief
guests and wished the new project a
success.
Promoter Gurudutt Shenoy in his
address, said Kedar High Living Luxury
Homes offers high quality apartments at
reasonable rates. He said the project
features 78 spacious apartments of
excellence with a healthy living
environment, abundant natural greenery
and a 15,000 square feet landscape garden.
The project will comprise 2 BHK, 3 BHK
and also luxurious 4 BHK flats, he said.
Other promoters of Mukund MGM
30

Realty, Mahesh Shetty and Mangaldeep
were also present.
Some of the luxurious amenities of
Kedar include Infinity Swimming Pool at
Roof top with kids pool, Open Gymnasium
with Cardio Equipment, Indoor & Outdoor
Games, Children’s Play Area, Tree Court,
Badminton Court, Walking Track with
Reflexology Path, Open Air Theatre,
Library, Landscaped Garden with
Meditation Pavilion / Recreational Party
Space and Spacious Visitor Lounge.
General amenities include two
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

automatic lifts of 13 passenger capacity,
Firefighting System,Terrace Roofing,
Solar Electric Power Panels, Generator
Backup, Sewage Treatment Plant,
Intercom Facility, Security Surveillance
with CCTV and Access Controlled Lobby
Mukund MGM Realty’s vast portfolio
spans an array of development segments
like residential, commercial, integrated
townships and more. Vertex One
ManagedWorkspace at Ballalbagh and
Ajantha Business Centre at Bejai Kapikad
are some of the prestigious commercial
projects of the firm while ongoing
residential apartment projects include
Gokul Dham at Mannagudda, Kailash at
Kottara Chowki and Mukund Sadan at
Dongerkeri.
For bookings related enquiry of Kedar
Apartments, customers can contact
Mukund MGM Realty office at
Suprabhath Building, Kapikad or log on
to www.mukundmgmrealty.com Those
interested can also call 96117 30555/
70909 33900 for more details.

POETIC

LICENSE

Poem by Naveen Kulshekar

THE PROMISED ONE IS BORN
It was a cool night
No moon was in sight
People were in deep sleep
Suddenly sky flashed with light!

Don’t be afraid you shepherds
Almighty have sent his son
Who is born just before
In the manger of cowherd

When shepherds heard the goodnews
They were filled with happiness and joy
They left their sheep to rear
Ran to worship the baby at the manger

The shepherds who were with sheep
Yawning for sleep frightened
An angel with brightly dressed
Flew down from the sky

Peace be with your people
Who love their fellowmen
Go and tell the rest of the world
That the son of God is born !

Thank you lord our God
Thank you for sending your son
As you promised to the sinned people
The Redeemer, the promised one is born!
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ACROSS

DOWN

1. Fall month (8)
5. Tusk (4)
8. Frozen water (3)
9. Clamorous (8)
11. Blemish (4)
13. Crafty (6)
15. Compose, put together (7)
16. Agree (6)
19. Proposal (3)
21. Young goat (3)
22. Sung by choir (6)
25. Perceive (7)
26. Co-worker (6)
30. Blanch, lose colour (4)
31. Augment (8)
32. Ocean (3)
33. Multitude (4)
34. Camouflage (8)

2. Choice (6)
3. Large black insect (6)
4. Roster (4)
5. Clenched hand (4)
6. Person charged (7)
7. Methodical (4)
10. Worsen (6)
12. Mutiny (5)
14. Unwell (4)
17. Sphere (6)
18. Drag feet (5)
19. Large stone (7)
20. Plinth of column (4)
23. Thrown in athletics (6)
24. Turning point (6)
27. Peace of mind (4)
28. Conduct (4)
29. Ferocius (4)
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North-East India:
India’s Switzerland
and much more

By BHAMY V. SHENOY

I

N RECENT YEARS NORTH-EAST
India has come on the tourist map to
attract mostly Indians. Even in the case
of Indians, for it to reach the status of Alps
of Switzerland, national parks of the US,
safaris of Africa, or lush forests of New
Zealand, NE states have to do considerable
work to promote it. NE states need not even
attempt to lure those tourists who are
mesmerized by the glamorous shopping
malls of Dubai and Singapore.
North-East India consists of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura - often called
“The Seven Sisters”, and Sikkim - referred
to as the “Brother” to the seven states.
Recently I took Kesari tour to visit Assam,
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Umngot - Clearest river in India

Meghalaya, and Arunachal Pradesh.
Twelve days tour was enjoyable, but
strenuous. Just about every day we spent
more than four to six hours in Innova. Road
trips often were like boat rides on high seas
in several places because of poor road
conditions. Some times it was even scary
when we saw massive land slides with
heavy boulders in the middle of the road.
In one place we had to wait for its clearance.
North Eastern states were established
during the British Raj. The population of
North-East India is formed of several racial
stocks, principally, the Mongoloids, the
Indo-Aryans, the Australoids or Austric and
the Dravidians. There are 220 ethnic groups
speaking in 220 languages belonging to
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

mostly four language families - IndoEuropean, Sino-Tibetan, Kra–Dai, and
Austroasiatic. Bio-diversity of NE states
is also mind boggling. Even without our
making special attempts to earn we could
appreciate fascinating aspects of ethnic and
bio-diversity of the region.
One natural question that puzzled me
was how missionaries came as early as 17th
century when living conditions were
difficult and traveling was treacherous to
convert people living in Meghalaya (74%),
Nagaland (88%) and Mizorama ( 87%) to
Christianity. Today 17% of NE states have
17% christians, 54% Hindus, 25%
Muslims. Buddhists are less than 1.4%.
What is even sad is that most converted
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the world after Potla palace in Lasha. In
Tibetan it is known as Gaden Namgyal
Lhatse, which translates to "the divine
paradise of complete victory. To make it
even more interesting, 'Ta' means "horse",
'wang' means "chosen", which together
forms the word 'Tawang', meaning "the
location selected by horse”. This monastery
is situated at the top of a mountain, at an
elevation of 10000 feet.
In Twang, we visited Urgelling
Monastery, the birthplace of the 6th Dalai
Lama who is the only Indian to have risen
to such a high position in Gelupka Sect of
Buddhism so far. There is a war museum
where one can enjoy light and sound show.
Because of freezing weather, I decided to
miss it. We also did not visit Bum La Pass
which is the border between China and
India and 34 kms from Tawang.
The other two cities we visited in
Arunachal Pradesh were Bomdila and
Dirang. In Dirang we visited Thupsung

Christians have become anglicized giving
up their rich heritage - heavy price of
colonialism which our history books fail
to discuss.
It is only recently, Indians came to
know about the greatest Assam Hero Lachit
Barphukum. His 400th birth anniversary
was celebrated few days back by PM Modi.
He halted the march of Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb’s Army in the battle of Saraighat
in 1671. How many of us have studied
about this Ahom Commander or the rule
of Ahom dynasty for six hundred years?
In Arunachal Pradesh, Tawang is one
of the large cities where we visited Tawang
Monastery. It is the largest monastery in
India built in 1681 and second largest in

more than a lakh rupees), we bought two
shawls paying Rs. 3000 after some
bargaining.
Arunachal Pradesh gave us an
opportunity to learn about the heroic efforts
of Jasawant Singh Rawat, Mahavira Chakra
who fought bravely against the Chinese in
1962. We spent some time enjoying the
natural beauty of Sela Pass (connecting
Tawang with the rest of India) situated at
13,700 ft which provided photo op.
However, In terms of sight seeing places
or monuments, there was not much to see
in Arunachal Pradesh. It was mostly
enjoying the natural beauty and towering
Himalayan mountains which we can see
even in Meghalaya. There were some
attractive water falls. One of the most
spectacular is Jung Falls between Tawang
and Bomdila. It is 100 meters high.
In comparison to Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya has far more attractive sight
seeing places. Cherrapunji, the rainiest

Tawang Monastery, the second largest in the world

Dhargye Ling Monastery which means
Place of Flourishing of Buddha’s Speech.
It is a temple and learning institute for the
study of Tibetan Buddhism by lay people
and monks. It was named by Dalai Lama
and was consecrated by him in 2017.
It was just a night halt in Bomdila on
our way back to uwahati. Though the tour
guide suggested a visit to the monastery,
we decided to skip after seeing many since
most are very similar. While in Bomdila,
we fell to the usual tourist trap of buying a
Pashmina shawl from a large store in front
of the hotel. Though we knew that they are
expensive (some authentic ones costing
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

place in the world with an annual
precipitation of 463.7 is one of them. In
Cherrapunji, seven sisters fall is a tourist
spot. However when we were there, there
was no water. However the majestic
Nohkalikai Falls in Cherrapunji was worth
the effort of driving on rough roads. With
a single fall down a height of 1,115 ft, it is
the tallest plunge falls in India.
Near to Shillong the capital of
Meghalaya, there is Elephant Falls. It was
Britishers who named it because they seem
to have seen a rock which looked like an
elephant. Rock was destroyed in 1987 due
to earthquake. But the name continues. The
33
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original Khasi ( tribe in Meghalaya) name
for the falls is Ka Kshaid Lai Pateng
Khohsiew, which translates to "the three step waterfall.
Elephant Falls in Meghalaya Three
other attractive places in Meghalaya which
we visited were the Living Root bridge,
the cleanest village in Asia and the clearest
river Umngot in Dawki.
The natural marvel of Living Root
Bridges are found mostly in Meghalaya.
They were developed two centuries ago by
veterans of Khasi tribe by putting rubber
tree roots into hollow canes of Areca nut
palm. These are recognized by UNESCO
as a world Heritage. Some of the root
bridges are over 100 feet long and take 10
to 15 years to attain the perfect shape.
Once fully grown, these roots last for
as long as 500 years. There are doubledecker and single-decker bridges. We saw
only one single-decker bridge near
Mawlynnong village. We took so many
photos that we never got tired. Root bridges
are good enough to hold 50 or more people
in one go.
Mawlynnong village with 900 residents
and 90% literacy is definitely the cleanest
village. I was waiting to learn how it
achieved this distinction. When just about
every other house is a home stay and with
so few residents, it is not a typical Indian
village. It was not easy to locate a toilet.
When I located one, it was nothing much
to write about. There were three churches
and a school. When Travel India magazine
published an article declaring it as the
cleanest village in India in 2005, it was
catapulted it into a top tourist spot in the
region. I felt that the cleanest village
promotion is just a tourist hype. But it is
working. By one estimate village income
has increased by 60%.
Dawki or Dauki is a small border town
between India and Bangladesh, set in West
Jaintia Hills district of Meghalaya. There
is a beautiful suspension bridge built during
the British Time. After hearing about the
Morby bridge tragedy we were scared as
we were going over it. The gorgeous green
and blue water of Umngot river looks
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stunning. One can see fish and pebbles
easily. Boat seems to glide over the river
as it is claimed by some. Visit to Shillong
is not complete without visiting ultra
modern and ultra clean Don Bosco
museum. One can easily spend one whole
day in this seven floors museum where we
can see the progress of homo sapiens from
prehistoric to current era. Special emphasis
is given to depict the rich and multi-cultural
lifestyles of indigenous people of North East
MANGALORE TODAY - DECEMBER 2022

India. There are several different galleries
- agriculture, art, basketry, ornaments,
fishing and hunting, food, housing, historic
evolution of mankind, mission and culture,
musical instruments, and religions. This
was opened in 2003.
While traveling to Tezpur from
Shillong, en-route there is Maha
Mrityunjay Temple at Nagaon which has
the world’s largest 126 foot shivalinga.
Construction work started in 2003 and
temple was inaugurated last year. It was a
big disappointment when we reached the
temple to see a poorly maintained place.
While there is nothing to praise of the
architecture ( just gigantic size), but much
to criticize of the failure to develop the
surrounding areas. The worst part was the
sad state of toilets. Even worse, it was not
easy to locate them.
Without a doubt the biggest attraction
of our tour was two days spent in
Kaziranga. Kaziranga national park is well
known for single horn rhinos. Early in the
morning at 5.30 we took elephant safari
and were able to see several one horned
rhinos, wild elephants, birds, deers, etc. It
was a delightful safari. The afternoon safari
by jeep was a big disappointment.
We did not spot any tiger or elephants
or any special bird - but saw some deers.
We were waiting when the uncomfortable
jeep ride would end. All we saw were some
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water bodies, and tall elephant grass. Even
the forest we drove through was not dense
to make any impression. Kaziranga has
over 2400 one-horned rhinoceros,
approximately 2/3rd of their total world
population. It has over 121 Bengal Tigers,
Wild Water Buffalos, Elephants (over
2000), and swamp deers (860). This is a
UNESCO world heritage site.
At Kaziranga we visited National
Orchid And Biodiversity Park,and Tata’s
tea plantation. While the latter is not much
to write about, former had many things to
offer. Their orchard section with 500
varieties was delightful. Their music
museum made us to admire the musical
talents of the tribals. There were several
simple but technically superior musical
instruments made mostly from bamboo.
Museum guide played most of those
instruments for us. We also visited bamboo
park where there were 42 different type of
bamboo varieties. Herbal garden with
several plants was not that impressive. They
looked like of the usual type with no exotic
varieties.
We were able to witness Assamese
most popular folk Bihu dance three times while going on Brahmaputra cruise in
Guwahati, in Orchard park in Kaziranga
and in the hotel we stayed at Kaziranga.
Performed in a group, the Bihu dancers
are usually young men and women, and
the dancing style is characterized by brisk
steps, and rapid hand movements.
In Guwahati, we visited two temples Umananda shiva temple andKamakya.
Umananda Temple is located on an island
in Brahmaputra which can be reached by
boat only. Kamakhya Temple is dedicated
to the mother goddess Kamakya and one
of the oldest of the 51 Shakti Pithas.
Umananda Temple is located on
beautiful Peacock Island. This was built in
1694 CE by a king belonging to Ahom
dynasty. It was desecrated by Mughal
army. The original temple was damaged
by a devastating earthquake in 1894 and
was reconstructed later. The surroundings
of the temple and beauty of the island make
it a haven for nature lovers. Sad part of

Elephant Safari
this temple is that there are no toilet
facilities and there are no proper steps to
climb the hill to reach the temple. Is this
the way to promote tourism or to provide
for minimum needs of pilgrims?
Kamakya temple is is one of the oldest
and most revered centres of Tantric
practices. Structurally, the temple is dated
to the 8th-9th century with many subsequent
rebuildings. The main temple is surrounded
in a complex of individual temples
dedicated to the ten Mahavidyas of Saktism,
namely, Kali, Tara, Tripura Sundari,
Bhuvaneshwari, Bhairavi, Chhinnamasta,
Dhumavati, Bagalamukhi, Matangi and
Kamalatmika.
Among
these,
Tripurasundari, Matangi and Kamala reside
inside the main temple whereas the other
Kamakya Temple - dated 8th-9th century.
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seven reside in individual temples. Since it
takes more than four hours to enter the
garbgriha even after paying Rs. 500, all in
our group decided to see the temple from
outside itself.
Throughout the tour we came across
several military posts, garrisons and camps.
The presence of Indian army was
ubiquitous. We also saw several memorials
for the soldiers who sacrificed their lives
to protect us. When we look at the harsh
conditions specially under freezing weather
and minimal modern amenities in the far
away places, we start appreciating the
patriotic spirit of soldiers. As a result we
develop deep sense of admiration for our
brothers and sisters who defend our
borders.
After reading this article, one is likely
to be interested to visit the North East states.
Certainly the trip is strenuous. Tourists
have to spend every day five to six hours
in a car and that too on rough roads. Also
there are no proper toilet facilities just about
in every place excepting in Don Bosco
museum.
There is no problem in getting good
and hygienic food even in far away places
like Tawang, Dirang and Bomdila. While
I have tried to show the natural beauty of
the place through photos, I strongly feel
that even the best of the cameras cannot
catch what our eyes can see and enjoy. It is
simply breath taking. Falls in various places
are delightful to watch. If one is young,
they should go to all the three states. Old
should consider just Meghalaya and Assam
to admire what nature has bestowed on us
to enjoy.n
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OPINION
By K.P. VASUDEVA RAO

L

AWYERS’
DAY
IS
celebrated on Decmber 3 rd
every year. Most people may be
wondering what is the significance of
Lawyers’ day. It was on this day in 1884 a
great lawyer and a statesman, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad was born. One specialty about him
is, he secured 1st rank in B.A ,First Rank
in B.L, First Rank in M.A and also First
Rank with Gold Medal from Calcutta
University in Master of Law. He also
secured PhD in Law. He was the President
of Constituent Assembly.

for a healthy development of legal
profession and sound, knowledge of law.
Law is not easy as a profession, it’s
field is enormous; it’s boundaries are ever
widening. It is dynamic. The bottom may
be crowded but there is always room at the
top.
In no other profession we are subjected
to another man’s wisdom, for centuries; It
may be a client, a judge or an opponent
advocate.
A very eminent High Court Judge, of
Karnataka, Mr. D.B.Lal addressed
Advocates in 1977. He was the victim of
Emergency years. He was of the opinion

The role of Trial court

ADVOCATE
in the Indian legal system
We have to recall two more advocates
this day, who have made great contributions
to legal profession. First of course, is Sri.
N.A Palkhivala who argued Golaknath
case, Bank Nationalization Case, Privy
pusrse Case, Keshavananda Bharathi case,
Mandal Case and Sheshan Case. He also
represented India in International Court of
Justice. He authored books on Law of
Income Tax, Constitution, Philosophy and
Culture of this country.
The other Advocate who did not get
much lime light in this country is Kannaya
Lal Mishra (K.L.Mishra) from Uttar
Pradesh. The specialty about him is, he
secured 125 marks out of 125 in English
language from Oxford University. His
answer paper was valued by Sir. Aurthur
Quiller Couch, who remarked
“Englishmen Have Conquered India,
But Indians Have Conqured English
Language”. It is the fittest tribute to
remember this outstanding man whose
untiring service and sacrifice paved the way
36

that the contribution of a trial court advocate
in the development of law is significant.
He also said, with accurate Pleadings and
mastery of Cross examination, actually the
trial court advocates lay down the law. .
Over the years all Trial Court Advocates
realize this basic truth. Trial Court
Advocates, come face to face with the
clients whom expect a humane treatment .
In an Appellate Court i.e High Court and
Supreme Court the advocates deal with the
papers and documents only.
The Trial Court Advocates witness
passions and conflicts,
joys and expectations,
Aspirations and Disappointments
The scenario in the trial court is that
every client expects his Lawyer to win his
case. If he wins the case, the clients
presume “Gods have blessed” them. If the
case is lost then the remark is the case
was strong, but Advocate was careless.
One more eventuality is, automatically
Advocate at Trial level will be transformed
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in his eyes as Satan Incarnate.
To the opponent litigants, Advocates
always look like Forensic Conjurers.
Every member of the public, especially
media and religious demigods have
something critical to say about Lawyers or
Law Courts
.
The oldest English poet Geoffrey
Chaucer in Canter Bury Tales. said that,
“Always Lawyers act very busy, though
they are not”.
And nearer home, R.K.Narayan in his
famous novel “The Man Eater of Malgudi”
has some comical reference. The hero
meets the Advocate near river bed. The
hero with an exclamatory remark addresses
OH! MR ADJOURNMENT IS COMING.
The most famous English novelist is
Charles Dickens, has sarcastically depicted
advocates in his famous novel “Bleak
House”.
The vast majority of litigants, who
unwind their problems, come to seek
redressal from Advocates and share their
sorrows. As patient listeners, the Lawyers
become their soothsayers. Sometimes
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Advocates act like their family counselors.
When in problem they remember
Advocates . Otherwise clients will empty
their pockets in jewelers’ shop to buy
ornaments.
To give an example:
1. If a doctor commits a mistake the
concerned person approaches a lawyer for
claim of damages. So Advocates have to
master a few things of medicine.
2. If a police officer or a Government
servant intimidates the citizen, he lands in
the nearest lawyer’s office, for a punitive
action.
There is always an adverse criticism
against Advocates that Lawyers do not
uphold Justice. They trade on false hoods.
The outsiders pass all sorts of comments
about Advocates, with no knowledge of
procedures in Courts. That includes failed
lawyers who turn to be dangerous
politicians in this country. In that list
Gandhiji also can be added . He had given
many advises for lawyers even though it is
a known factor in history that he was never
a proficient Lawyer.

Politics is the art of possible. It is never
based on logic and reason. To silence all
critics, against Lawyers the oldest saying
in English literature is by Samuel Johnson.
It is best suited. He said ‘“A Lawyer has
no business with Justice or injustice for a
cause which he undertakes, unless his client
asks his opinion and then he is bound to
tell it honestly. The Justice or injustice is a
cause to be decided by the Judge.”
Coming back to Justice Lal’s opinion,
please note that when a client at the lowest
rung, with a legal problem approaches
Advocate, it will be for Advocates to
digest, distil the facts, some wanted, some
un-wanted.
For a Trial Court Advocate, to remove
the grain from chaff is not an easy job. It
will involve enormous study, risk factors
bordering on confusion. Nevertheless, it is
a great intellectual exercise.
Most people criticize lawyers for
inordinate delay in courts. Once a
Controller of examinations of the university
was holding trial court Advocates as
responsible for delay. He quoted
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“DOCKET EXPLOSION”. He forgot that
the blunders committed by the University
delay in declaring results, leakage of
question papers, malpractices, favoritism,
that have destroyed Universities as also
future of students.
There are many causes for delay and
the role of a lawyer in this regard is quite
negligible. Foremost among them is bad
laws passed by legislature. To give some
examples, Karnataka Land Reforms Act,
Scheduled Caste and Schedule Tribes
Prohibition of Land Transfer Act, Essential
Commodities Act, Agricultural Marketing
Regulation Act, Senior Citizens Welfare
Act. The latest is Commercial Courts Act.
Some beaurocrates, who have no
experience of Law Courts will draft the
Law with flaws. Often these Officers will
reserve provisions favorable to Officers
which is against equity.
The famous saying from an American
dramatist, ROGER WILSON is applicable
to India who said, “Whenever they make a
law it becomes a joke and whenever they
make a joke it unfortunately becomes a
law”. Most of the laws passed in this
Country for the last 70 years have got too
many loopholes, sometimes they convey
no legal sense at all.
One unfortunate trend is, more and
more laws are passed empowering Revenue
Officials to officiate judicial functions.
Under Article 50 of the Constitution it is
actually prohibited. The judicial functions
have to be separated from the Executive.
Most of the Executive Officers from
Tashildars to Deputy Commissioners think
that they have Judicial powers. They do
hasten to initiate Contempt of Court
proceedings, exercise unusual power of
harassment, against Lawyers. But in
reality, these officials show unusual official
power to trample the rights of a citizen.
The mind-set of every Officer in India is
that, only a Government Officer is
straightforward in this country, rest are all
sub human beings. In the process Lawyers
are hated by them.
The most important arena that trial
Court Advocate cannot comprehend is,

37

OPINION
there is a lot of inconsistency in judicial
precedents. The speedy overruling effect
destroys the Doctrine Of Stare Decisis. It
is very difficult for trial courts to come to
a fair conclusion, based on precedents.
On the intellectual side, the points
stressed in the TRIAL courts are often
appreciated in the APEX COURT OF
INDIA which is the best tribute to legal
fraternity in the Trial Courts.
Unfortunately, the greatest problem
Advocates face nowadays is
IT IS NOT ACCURATE JUSTICE
BUT APPROPRIATION OF JUSTICE .
NOW IT IS REDUCED AS QUANTUM
ORIENTED AND NOT QUALITY
ORIENTED.
Mass output of Judgments with
voluminous pages are often filled with
inconsistant “obiter dicta”.

angles. It has many dimensions. For the
Trial court lawyers the great work is to
come to exactness of “Truth Perception”.
This process involves an admixture of
reason and logic. Science is also based on
Reason and Logic. Therefore an advocate
is nearer to science. And in Trial Court it
is Thesis Versus, Antithesis and ultimately
Synthesis by learned judge.
The best example is the oldest case
under Section 15 of Indian Contract Act,
that is Coercion. It was before Madras
High Court in 1883. Known as
Ranganayaki Versus Alwar Chetty. The
advocate presented the case of that helpless
13 year old widow, whose husbands corpse
was refused to be cremated. The
submissions of the advocate about the
pathetic plight moved the judge so deeply
even though there was no specific provision

Bhulabhai Desai was that famous advocate
who conducted defence side. He said, “A
Nation Or A Part Of Nation Can Wage A
War Against Forign Rulers For Its
Liberation” It got echoed in the
International legal Circles.
Life in the Trial courts in many ways
is a liberal education. One can come across
all sorts of people with all sorts of problems.
An Advocate can spread dignity in the
society. It is no small a contribution to a
civilized society.
Some of the Advocates may be lured
or compelled to earn fast bucks, or to crave
for public adulation. There is nothing
wrong in having such exalted ambitions.
But today Advocates are constrained to
traverse beyond, that is to decide what is
right and appreciable.
The next point is a trial court advocate’s
identification with his client
To some degree this may be applicable
to many of Advocates in moffusil area. This
is because clients emotionally lean on an
Advocate.
This is significant and humane
contribution by Advocates to the mortal
world. How best we can discharge this
sacred obligation to society?

What actually transpires in a court hall
when the trial takes place
The art of Trial Court advocacy consists
in making a judge to forget that an advocate
is arguing but actually the aggrieved party
is seeking justice at the portals of the court.
Advocates create an atmosphere by
which the judge may be lead to believe that
Advocates are to assist him. They roll out
facts like a neatly woven carpet and a judge
will have to tread carefully on those facts.
For this a good deal of learning, some
amount of common sense, as also
experience of human nature, are abundantly
required.
Law has many facets. It has many
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to do justice under Hindu Law.. The
properties were restored to her.
At this juncture we have to remember
three famous trials India has witnessed.
The first is Bal Gangadhar Thilak
Sedition case. It was argued by M. A. Jinna
free of cost.
The second case is New Alipore Bomb
Case wherein Chittaranjan Das argued for
Sri Aurobindo. The last words of C.R. Das
in Sri Aurobindo’s case are chiseled on
the entrance wall of New Alipore Jail.
The third Important case which made
the best impression on every Lawyer is
Indian National Army Sedition Case. The
Trial was held in Red Fort Area. Sri
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The Cardinal Motto of a Trial Court
Advocate is Building Bridges of Minds
To quote Sir Walter Scott said about
an expectation from a lawyer. He said:
“A Lawyer Without The Knowledge of
History or Literature
Is A Mere Mechanic or A Mason.
If He Possesses Some Knowledge of
History And Literature
He Can Be Called As A Social Architect
Building Society.
Only a trial court advocate can apply
the panacea for the ills of society. It
requires considerable knowledge of human
emotions so as to tackle many issues,
conducting a trial or arguing for bail or
moving for emergent injunction. Ever since
the provincial government system was
introduced under Government of India Act
1935 , the Legislature was represented by

OPINION
Trial Court Advocates of that particular
area . Even in 1952 to 1957 in Parliament
and Legislatures a large number of very
successful Trial Court Advocates
represented electorate . They had the pulse
of aspirations of local population. Now that
percentage is negligible.
Some Parliament and Legislature
members are half educated or uneducated.
An advocate cannot compare himself
with other professionals; there is still honor
in Advocacy . The most famous statement
written below the portrait of an English
Barrister NORTON at Madras Bar (purely
a trial court advocate, who died in Madras)
reads as follows:
IF ANYONE NEEDS TO BE FREE OF ALL
FEAR IN THE PERFORMANCE OF AN
ARDUOUS DUTY ,
THEN AN ADVOCATE IS THAT PERSON.
A Trial Court Advocate’s life can be
viewed in many angles
1) Firstly, his relationship with his
clients
2) Secondly, his relationship with
Judges the best contribution to the human
world, is Balancing Act Between Social
Realities And Judicial Attitude.
3) Thirdly, his relationship with other
Advocates
4) There is another angle that is his
relationship with Society as upholder
intellectual dignity.
Please note some of the greatest
educational and banking institutions were
started by advocates in This Country.
Punjab National Bank was founded by Sri
Lala Lajpath Ray. B harathiya Vidya
Bhavan was started by Sri K. M. Munshi.
Banares Hindu School which is now known
as Banares University though started by
Mrs. Annie Besant, the man who slogged
for that is Sri Madana Mohana Malaviya.
Sri Ammembala Subba Rao Pai started
Canara High School and Canara Bank.
That was the best intellectual contribution
to the society. They did not start Colleges
based on capitation fees or popularly known
as educational shops.
There are very many persons

especially politicians and religious persons
who suggest that this country does not
require courts at the lower level. They shout
from roof top that Trial Courts are a waste
of time. Consequently many laws that are
passed by many successive governments
in India, have kept the Courts, beyond the
purview of legal challenge at lower Courts.
This is a very dangerous trend.
There is no alternative for the Courts.
These critics comprehend Kangaroo Courts
of Communistic countries or Monkey
Courts of Nations ruled by religious
persons.
By keeping local Courts deprived of
legal challenge, even for a small thing
litigants have to go to High Court and

Supreme Court. This is the death Knell of
availability of justice at the lowest level
close to home. When the State can provide
courts at the rural/suburban level why they
can’t empower the local courts with better
powers’. Why should the courts be stripped
off these powers it becomes exclusive
Justice systems. It affected the trial court
advocates. To give an example our
Constitution provides for Writ by Habeas
Corpus which can be agitated before
District Court under Article 32(3), provided
the Parliament suitably passes a law. For
the last 72 years our Parliamentarians have
no time to look in to it, even though many
Lawyers were Law ministers. Most of the
parliamentarians are either half educated
or having no experience before the trial
court. Parliamentarians get elected on
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popularity of a party and not on their
individual merit. That being so, their
contribution to development of legal system
is impossible.
Now Advocates are endowed with far
better facilities with electronic gadgets
which is at the flicker of a finger. Gone
are the days when old Advocates used to
search for favorable precedents in the forest
of decisions.
In the Trial Court when an Advocate
stands and conducts the case the judge at
the lowest Court, listens to Advocates
patiently and Advocates have the mental
satisfaction that they have made out a point.
In High courts and Supreme Court, this
benign experience of a trial court is not
there.
The role model for Trial Court
Advocate’s is Abraham Licoln. He was a
trial court advocate at Illinois Court.
A trial court advocate can get inspired
by book titled ‘To Kill A Mocking Bird’
by Harper Lee. In that book an innocent
Black Negro suffered death penalty for the
crime he never committed. The book is
written by the daughter of the advocate who
appeared as defence Counsel for accused
Negro.
This is the only profession in the human
society with “liberty of conscience”. The
advocates can cling very much to the
philosophy of an English Barrister Sir
Edward Marshal Hall, who said I Love
My Honour, More Than I Love My Body.
It is the gospel truth that a Trial Court
Advocate logs and contributes very much
for the “Growth of Law”. For him Law is
a JEALOUS MISTRESS. All citizens in a
democratic country like ours will have
peaceful sleep, only due to Lawyers at the
Trial Court level who keep awake and alert
all their lives.n
K. P. Vasudeva Rao is an
eminent city based advocate.
Deeply interested in spiritual
inquiry, he is a voracious
reader and is also the
President of Mangalore
Sanskrit Sangh and Honorary President of
Mangalore Adoptive Parents’ Association.
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Books of
True Worth
The books India Post @75 and A Short
History of Bejai Post Office, released
by India Post, are truly informative,
writes I J Saldanha Shet
India Post, Department of Posts, Mangaluru recently released
special philatelic collectors items at Pandeshwar Mangaluru HPO;
the honour was enhanced personally by S Rajendra Kumar IPoS,
Chief Postmaster General Karnataka's presence, he hails from
Mangalore. In addition, to mark the 75th jubilee of Indian
Independence (1947-2022) a special bonanza of two books was also
released by him. Very significantly these two books are authored by
an illustrious retired Member (Operations) of the Postal Services
Board, New Delhi, Dr.Charles Lobo, rooted in Mangalore, who

India Post @ 75:
This book was originally
released on India's 75th
Independence day - August
15, 2022, contains 120
pages of information and
pictures which will interest
many all over India and
outsiders too and costs
Rs.500/=
Author
Dr.Charles Lobo. The
backbone of the book is
made up of , The Past , The
Present (Milestones - The
Women, The Children, The common
man ...and goes on with Post Office;
Towards 2047, the coverage of the book
is vast. The "Foreword" By Secretary
(Retired), Department of Posts, Govt of
India, Shri A N Nanda, gives a good
profile of the book , its value and
background to immediately capture
readers. He says, " Chronicling India
Post - the largest postal system in the
world - is daunting. The difficulty goes
up manifold if the objective is to make
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it concise, with vital
material. India Post @
75, is a successful
attempt in that direction.
I congratulate Dr.Lobo
on that". It is only in the
last 75 years that the
modernization and wide
reach and reliability of
the Postal system here
has rapidly developed. In
the last decade or so,
extreme competition,
decline in importance of
written communication with e-commerce
dominating has been a very troubling
phase. However, it seems that the richness
of its past inputs , and the future outcomes
are the catalysts as highlighted by the
author Dr. Charles Lobo. The book
interestingly explores the path the Postal
services have taken so far, where it is
poised and where it is set to go. The
importance of the systems that are
undisputedly indispensable, as an erudite
personality once said "Rail, Mail and Jail
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must not stop; they make the system
run". In the captivating "Preface" Author
Dr.Charles Lobo, points to the historicity
and practicality of the Indian Postal
services since 1774 when the East India
Company was flourishing - this points to
the contents of the 120 pages so
beautifully arranged and a must read for
all, old and not so old. There are several
facets known and unknown in this service
and one can catch a glimpse of a lot from
this brief book, particularly 1947 to 2022.
The purpose of this book very nicely
covers the study and development of the
India Post and Telegraphs in the last 75
years taken from official sources of the
archives of the department in various
forms. One needs to remember that this
is the only service for long that kept
individuals, families, communities and
nations in contact in good times and badwar and peace. Without doubt it will
not only give satisfaction to the interested
readers but also enable a deep admiration
and value for the book; Moving wings
for the future.
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was present. It is worth taking a glance at
these two books, the books will encourage
reading. The two books researched in
depth and written by Dr.Charles Lobo
released. They are (1). India Post @ 75.
(2). A Short History of Bejai Post Office
- Both filled with information, official
narrations and anecdotes, normally
difficult to access for journalists. Indeed
these books will contribute to know culture
and ethos from the earliest Government
organisations of British India which have
largely intertwined with other later
government establishments and systems
even of Modern India. Even in times of
ancient India a 'Dak' system existed.
What is noteworthy and unknown perhaps
is that this pioneer organisation of the
Indian Post Offices, had a very high
population of people from South Kanara
which was an integral part of the 'Madras
Presidency' in British India. The books
will be made available in main Philatelic
centres all over India.

A Short History of Bijai Post Office:
The book of 90 packed pages is printed and
published by the Chief Postmaster General (CPMG) ,
Karnataka circle and modestly priced at Rs.100/=
Author Dr. Charles Lobo . This Post office of
Mangaluru is well documented in the book. At the end
of the 'Foreword' by S Rajendra Kumar CPMG says,
" After reading this book I am convinced that the Post
Office is a living entity and the Post Office in India
touches the lives of the people around it in multiple
ways. In this context, what Dr. Charles Lobo has
attempted is a biography of a post office in all its facets.
He has dug deep and taken out the diamonds for all to admire. It will surely inspire
the biographies of many more post offices". The postal department in India and
Mangalore has been in existence for over 150 years, in pre independence times and
later too they are a part and parcel of ordinary lives here. It will be a great boon if
more post offices are written about in detail and they will be very readable too. The
author Dr.Charles Lobo in his Preface states that the Bijey Post office that has served
people here for more than 100 years has a lot to tell. I lived in the vicinity of this post
office as far as I recall. Just before the opening of the new building, I felt its story
would be a great gift to all around and so this book came about. The main source is
most authentic from the Inspection Reports over the years, that have been carefully
filed and have been used as the source. Author has extended appreciation for all the
support he received from officials to produce this book. For young folks who need to
know the Government establishment /office methodology it is a fitting start.
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Author - Dr. Charles Lobo:
Dr. Charles Lobo was
born and brought up in
Bejai, Mangaluru. His
education was at the
renowned local St.Aloysius
College and got his
postgraduate degree from
Mangalore University in Political Science.
After having the special experience of being
a lecturer for 4 years he passed the Civil
Services exam and joined the 'Indian Postal
Service - IPoS' in 1988. His eventful tenure
took him to Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu, namely the whole of South
India . He was Chief Post master general
of Karnataka 2017-2020. On promotion as
Member, Postal Services Board he joined
the Postal Directorate and served as
member Operations till September 2021
prior to his retirement. He was awarded
Ph.D by Karnataka University, Dharwad
in 2015 for his thesis on Governance. He
has a deep knowledge and interest in
communicating Postal History and
Philately and he has written a range of
articles and short stories and also in his
mother tongue Konkani.
I have always had a deep admiration
and contact with the postal services from a
very young age, I recall vividly in mid
1950s when a grand Uncle was the
Postmaster in the Kadri Post office which
had 3 floors precariously (now an Indian
Oil Petrol station has come up on the spot);
a teacher of St.Agnes, known for her
handy craft work, made a mini scale model
of the Kadri Post office for an exhibition it was so realistic it had everything copied
in miniature, even the postal bags received
on the outer verandah and even a postal
clerk in the act of placing seals on the letters
for dispatch/delivery. With the PostaI
departments I maintain good contact even
today, I did a detailed history article on
Post Offices in 'Mangalore Today' in
November 2009, and others too. These new
Philatelic and books and releases are
fascinating "A book in hand is worth two
on the device".n
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9-member Saheb Five achievers chosen for
Ganj gang in
Rachana Awards 2023
police net
CCB police have arrested an inter-state
gang of nine dacoits notorious as the Saheb
Ganj dacoity gang. The arrests were made
in connection with the plot to commit theft
in a jewellery store in Ullal police station
limits by drilling a hole in the wall. Police
have seized various implements from the
arrested men.
Acting on a tip off that a gang from
north India which was in a house in
Thokkottu Manchila area, was hatching a
plot to rob a jewellery store in Ullal, the
CCB team led by Inspector Mahesh Prasad
raided the place and arrested the accused.
Those arrested are Bhasker
Belchappada (65) from Bantwal, Dinesh
Rawal alias Sagar (38) from Gujarat,
Mohammad Jamil Sheikh from Nepal,
Injamam Ul Haq (27) from Jarkhand, Bista
Roop Singh (34) from Nepal, Krishna
Bahaddur Bogati (41), Imdadul Razak
Sheikh (32) from Jarkhand, Bivul Sheikh
(31) from Saheb Ganj and Imran Sheikh
(30) from Jarkhand.
It is learnt the accused had come to
Mangaluru by train about 15 days ago with
an intention to rob a jewellery store in
Thokkottu. Initially they stayed in a lodge
near Thokkottu and then shifted to a rented
accommodation near Thokkottu Manchila.
Police have seized gas cutter, oxygen
cylinder, gas cylinder, gas cutting nozzle,
cutting hose pipe, leather hand glouse, iron
rod, machete, axo blade, hammer, screw
driver, chilli powder, nylon rope and other
goods. Three two-wheelers have also been
seized. The value of the seized goods is
around Rs 2.9 lakhs.
The police gathered hints of this gang
while investigating into the recent cases
reported from Ambika Road and Uchila
and Natekal wherein bike riders were
waylaid, attacked with rods and robbed by
assailants.
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Rachana Catholic Chamber of Commerce and Industry has announced its annual
awards for the year 2023. Those chosen for the Award are : Progressive farmer Leo
Fernandes (Agriculturist of the Year), Entrepreneur and Chairman of Mandavi Real
Estate Developers Dr Jerry Vincent Dias ( Entrepreneur of the Year), Gynaecologist
Sr Dr Gladys Menezes (Professional of the Year), Businessman Michael D'Souza
(NRI of the Year) and Director of Ave Maria Palliative Care Dr Lavina M Noronha
(Woman Achiever of the Year).
The Award presentation ceremony will be held at Milagres Auditorium on January
15 next year. Rev Fr Peter Paul Saldanha, Bishop of Mangaluru will preside over the
function and Sanjay D'Souza, Senior Executive Vice President of HDFC Bank will
be the chief guest.

Noor Samad's 'Vismaya Keeta
Prapancha' chosen for Muslim
Literary Award
Agriculture Officer and
poet Dr Noor Samad
Abbalagere's
work
"Vismaya
Keeta
Prapancha," has been
chosen for the state level
Muslim Literary Award for
the year 2021 given by the
Karnataka Muslim Writers
Association. The award is
given for the best published
work of Muslim writers.
The Award given in
memory of late U T Fareed
comprises a cash prize of Rs 10,000 and a citation. The award presentation ceremony
would be held in Mangaluru in January 2023.
Journalist B M Basheer, Lecturer Abdul Razak Ananthady and writer Fathima
Raliya were the judges.
The Award winner Dr Noor Samad is a post graduate in Agricultural Entomology
and has been contributing articles relating to amazing world of insects to 'Sahapati'
supplement of Prajavani. Vismaya Keeta Prapancha is a compilation of the same.
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HAPPENINGS
2 lady police officers
fined Rs 5 lakh for
arresting innocent man
in POCSO case
The Second Additional POCSO Court
has slapped a penalty of Rs 5 lakh on two
women police officers for arresting an
innocent person in a POCSO case and
keeping him in judicial custody for one
year.
Sub-Inspector Rosamma PP and
Inspector Revathi of the Women's Police
station are the two officers who will have
to pay the fine amount which would go as
compensation to the arrested man Naveen
Sequeira.
The court has also asked the Home
Department Chief Secretary to initiate
legal action against the two officers.
Naveen Sequeira was arrested in a
POCSO case by the two officers. In this
case the victim had merely mentioned the
accused as Naveen and the cops believed
that Naveen Sequeira himself was the
accused.
During the hearing and taking into
cognizance the arguments of the lawyers
for Sequeira the court came into
conclusion that Naveen was innocent.

Karnataka Bank launches CASA & ADC Campaign

As Karnataka Bank is marching towards the 100th year of its existence, the Bank
has launched CASA campaign of FY 23 for a period of 100 days. This nationwide
campaign which began on November 15 will be held upto March 24, 2023. The Bank
intends to open more than 3.65 lakhs Current & Savings accounts by active involvement
of all of its work force in all the 883 branches, across India.
Speaking during the launch of the campaign, Mahabaleshwara M S, MD & CEO
of the Bank said as an initiative towards Financial Inclusion across India, this campaign
of Karnataka Bank will aim at onboarding new customers to its existing clientele base
of 1.17 crore. This year, Bank has been focusing more on CASA funds and is now all
set to take it to a new high of 35%, he added.
Wishing the campaign, all the very best, P Pradeep Kumar, Chairman of the Bank
said that, “CASA is vital for the sustained growth. All the digital channels will be
enabled to give quality services to the customers. Bank will be more visible and proactive
in the coming days."
The event was graced by the Directors of the Bank, Justice A V Chandrashekar,
Dr. D S Ravindran, Kalmanje Gururaj Acharya, Chief Business Officer Gokuldas Pai,
General Managers and Top Executives of the Bank. Regional Heads and other executives
took part in the event through video conferencing.

Dr.G. Shreekumar Menon’s book on
‘Drug-Trafficking and Narco-Terrorism’ released
“Drug Trafficking and the Intriguing
Tentacles of Narco-Terrorism”, a book
by Dr.G. Shreekumar Menon retired IRS
officer and former Director General of the
National Academy of Customs, Indirect
Taxes & Narcotics, was released at New
Delhi recently by IDSA Chairman and
former Rajya Sabha Member Tarun Vijay.
Sudanshu Pandey, former IAS officer
and present election Commissioner for
Union Territories, cautioned about the
drug problem affecting the youth of the
country.
N. Venkatraman Additional Solicitor
General of India, highlighted how the

implementation of the provisions of the
NDPS Act is challenging in the present
times.
Vinit Goenka, BJP Spokesperson and
others were present.
Dr. G. Shreekumar Menon, the
author, in his address touched upon the
significance of the Opium Wars and its
continuing relevance in the present era.
He also lamented that India’s history books
pay scant attention to the role of Indian
soldiers and the various Army Regiments
like Madras Rifles, Ludhiana Rifles, and
Bengal Rifles had played in the Opium
Wars.
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Udupi ZP plans to
conduct survey on
Koraga community
The Udupi Zilla Panchayat has decided
to embark upon a survey of the Koraga
community in the district considering the
declining birth rate and early deaths in the
community in the district.
As per the 2001 survey the population
of the Koraga community stood at 16,071
while the 2007-2008 survey revealed that
the population was 11,133. The proposed
survey is expected to be conducted in two
phases. While the first phase would deal
with the literacy rate, land ownership and
other details the second phase would lay
more emphasis on the health aspect and
the reasons for the decline in population.

Mijar takes
charge as MUDA
Chairman again
Ravishanker Mijar
who
has
been
reappointed as Chairman
of MUDA took charge
recently. Speaking after
taking charge, he said
three MUDA layouts
including the ones at Konaje and
Kunjathbail will be available for the public
soon and the place would be beautified by
setting up parks and planting saplings.
He said MUDA has taken up
rejuvenation of lakes in four assembly
constituencies and added that 100 parks
would be developed in Mangaluru South
and North Assembly constituency limits.
The tenders for 45 parks are in the final
stage, he added.
He said some circles have already been
developed while plans would be formulated
for development of some more circles
including the one at Nandigudde. There is
also a plan to have a student friendly bus
shelter at Suratkal with Wi-Fi facility, he
informed.
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New Year celebrations:
Cops lay down strict guidelines
City Police Commissioner N Shashi Kumar has
issued guidelines to the general public, hotels,
restaurants, clubs, restaurants and other organisations
with regard to New Year celebrations in order to
maintain law and order.
The Commissioner said all hotels, restaurants, clubs
and organisations must apply to the city Police
Commissioner’s office by 5 pm on December 15 seeking
permission. Anyone failing to secure permission will
face action, the Commissioner said.
In the event hotels and restaurants intend to supply liquor to customers well
beyond the prescribed time, then they will have to seek permission through a
written application. Even if permission is received liquor supply must end by 11
pm, the Commissioner said.
Smoking and drinking in public places on the pretext of New Year celebrations,
is banned and no one should behave indecently on the pretext of celebrations.
Those using loudspeakers should have the box type loudspeaker at low volume
and all types of obscene dance is prohibited. Action squads have been formed to
prevent any attempt to misbehave with women on the pretext of celebrations, the
Commissioner stated.
Traffic police too have formed a special team to prevent over speeding,
wheeling and such other stunts in two-wheelers. Also any indecent behaviour
and consumption of liquor is banned in beaches, the Commissioner said.

Karnataka Bank wins IBA Technology Award

Karnataka Bank is awarded with the prestigious “Best Technology Talent – Runner
Up” award conferred by Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) at the 18th IBA annual
Technology Conference, Expo & Awards 2022 held in Mumbai recenlty.
Expressing his satisfaction, Mahabaleshwara M.S, MD & CEO, said “Digital is
the way forward and under wave 2.0 of the Bank’s Transformation journey,‘KBL
VIKAAS’, Bank has placed digital banking on fast forward mode and ‘KBL NxT’
concept launched in the year 2021 with an objective to eventually emerge as the ‘Digital
Bank of Future’. As part of ‘KBL NxT’ journey, Bank has implemented latest technology
for enabling digitization under various verticals viz. Customer Experience, Operations,
Human Resources, Technology, Cyber Security, Digital Marketing, Partnerships etc.
The digital transformation has started paying huge dividend to the Bank and this national
level recognition by Indian Banks’ Association, Mumbai, is a testimony for the
robustness of the digital transformation of KBL”.
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Early intervention strategies to
delay initiation of
DRUG ABUSE IN SCHOOLS & COLLEGES
By Dr. G. SHREEKUMAR MENON

S

UBSTANCE USE OR DRUG
abuse poses a significant threat to
the health, social and economic
fabric of families, communities and
nations. Increase in Substance use among
school and college students is a global
public health concern.Recent upsurge of
drug abuse by school students has caused
concern and alarm in the country. The use
of drugs at an early age predisposes the
user to drug dependence later in
adulthood. The adverse effects are threefold, the health risk of Substance use
disorders to the student concerned,
economic burden to their family and
frictions in society. For students there is
also the added risk of poor academic
performance, taking longer duration to
complete their studies or even
discontinuation of further studies.
Age of onset of alcohol and substance
use has dropped significantly worldwide
and presently the ages of 13 to 15 years
are the critical years for the onset of
substance use in many Indian States. Early
initiation of substance use is positively
predictive of the development of harmful
immediate and long term consequences to
the student population, who are particularly
vulnerable to the harmful physiological
effects of alcohol and substance use because
of their developing body systems.Alcohol
and substance use results in disinhibition
and a propensity for risky behaviours
among young people, leading toaccidents
and injuries, criminal behaviour, poor
social relations, indulging in sexual assault,
and risky sexual behaviour. It is also
identified as the root cause for crime and
indiscipline, like poor class attendance,
poor performance, school dropout and
destructive strikes that lead to damage the

institution property or even death.
Some of the common factors
predisposing students to abuse drugs have
been identified as easy accessibility to
drugs, peer pressure, availability of lavish
pocket money, excess freedom, stress, not
being active in religious activities, and most
important,poor parenting.
The time has come for compulsorily
mandating an exclusive Department of
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention,
in every school, college and university, to
carry out activities to educate students on
the negative effects of alcohol and substance
use. Alcohol and drug abusers are also
likely to lower their morals and engage in
risky sexual activities that can lead to
sexually transmitted diseases including HIV
infection and AIDS. Qualified drug
counsellors need to be appointed in order
to save our future generations from the
scourge of substance abuse.
Current models of delivering alcohol
and substance use prevention interventions
are restricted to face-to-face interventions
with the students, conducting drugawareness campaigns, marathon runs by
students, motor cycle rallies, and frequent
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talks by social workers, doctors,
psychologists, and police officials.
However, this method has severe
limitations, and is of very limited value in
controlling substance abuse.
The use of technology-based
interventions would provide a more
acceptable avenue to deliver evidence-based
interventions to school and college students
compared to face-to-face programs.Drug
peddlers arethe major source of drugs.
Peddlers are progressively devising ways
of using new technologiesfor making it
easier for students to procure drugs.
Drug peddling is an illegal business
which is therefore carried out in secrecy to
avoid the school administration and other
government agencies. Mobile phones have
become handy to receive orders and
carrying out payments in total secrecy.
Peddlers have innovated by hiring students
within schools, as a single point of contact,
to enable drug transactions to be carried
out in absolute confidentiality. Free drug
samples are given to entice new members.
Student-to-student contact through channels
such as Facebook, Internet, and WhatsApp
enables rapid dissemination of drug related
45

VIEWPOINT
sales. Fellow students as the suppliers of
drugs is a very dangerous trend. Students
who are involved in drug-peddling often
feign sickness in order to get permission to
go out of school to meet with their contacts
and users. In addition, there is also the
involvement of unscrupulous teaching staff,
non-teaching staff, canteen staff and watch
and ward staff. In this sense, schools
facilitate the convergence of potential
offenders and victims, which is extremely
dangerous.The drug market thus keeps
expanding and enlarging on a daily basis.
Drug related crimes in and around
schools, and colleges can spill over into
the local neighbourhood, influencing crime
beyond the immediate educational
environment. Interestingly, research done
abroad, especially in Western countries, on
schools and neighborhood crime identifies
schools as places where motivated
offenders, suitable targets, and the absence
of capable guardians converge. Drug
markets, or areas where illicit drug sales
are concentrated, require “businessfriendly” environments to flourish.
Schools, bring together a large population
of young people from varied backgrounds
and inclinations, some of whom can be
potential drug users, who therefore are ideal
targets for drug dealers. As a result, drug
dealers prefer areas near schools as prime
locations for drug dealing. Once a
relationship is forged between the drug
dealer and the student, the trade picks up
momentum and fresh students get pulled
into the racket. While the student peddler
gets a steady small commission that caters
to his daily requirements, the dealer enjoys
uninterrupted sales and a burgeoning young
clientele that will keep his business going
on for several years. Over a period of time
the youngsters get confident that even if
they are caught the law will be soft on them,
and they can plead for leniency in
punishment under the Juvenile Justice Act.
Presently, in all the drug awareness
programs that are being conducted across
the country, by different agencies and social
activists, the glaring omission is in not
mentioning the role of drug peddlers in
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enslaving students to drugs. Every drug
awareness program simply avoids
mentioning the roles of drug peddlers,
unscrupulous chemists, food joints, food
suppliers and vendors of all kinds who are
into the drug business for income
supplement. The students need to be alerted
as to how the drug enticement comes from
peddlers. Lacing of bakery foods, soft
drinks, juices, ice-creams, chocolates with
habit forming, and fast acting drugs, is the
normal modus operandi. Birthday parties,
get- together events, group study are
settings which favour initiation into drugs.
Another aspect totally avoided in drug

Rating parameters
parameters
Rating
need to
to be
be tweaked
tweaked
need
to factor
factor in
in whether
whether
to
the educational
educational
the
campus is
is drug-free
drug-free
campus
or not.
not.
or

awareness programs, is the fact of sexual
assault under the influence of drugs.
Peddlers instruct boys to mix drugs in the
food consumed by girls, and when under
the influence of drugs, sexually assault
them, take nude pictures, blackmail them
later or circulate the pictures in social
media. The mobile phone has been
weaponized and serves not only as an
instrument of communication but also for
filming and mass circulation. Students out
of shame, fear and embarrassment comply
with the demands of the peddlers and their
student agents.
Lawyers and judges also need to be
sensitized that the provisions of the Juvenile
Justice Act, are not for leniency and
compassion on the offender. Any student
who is capable of committing a premeditated crime of lacing food with drugs,
coaxing their classmates to consume it,
thereafter committing obnoxious offences,
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does not deserve the mercy of the law. Any
meaningful drug awareness program needs
to make parents, teachers, students and
school support staff integral to the event.
All school stakeholders need to be trained
regarding checking for early warning signs,
keeping a tab on activities of the students
and reporting the same to the administration
for immediate intervention.
Another step that needs to be
implemented by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), and other
Boards, UGC, NAAC and other rating
agencies, is to make it compulsory to
conduct a minimum of four drug awareness
programs in an academic year. It is
presently not necessary for any institution
to report about drug-addiction, arrests or
drug crimes to any rating agency. This
needs to be changed and the Police and
other social organizations need to be legally
bound to directly inform the government
and other agencies, about any drug offences
happening in any educational institution.
Rating parameters need to be tweaked to
factor in whether the educational campus
is drug-free or not. All educational
campuses need to spell out the punishments
for drug offences, in their website and
brochures and pamphlets. Every new
admission should be granted only after a
blood/urine test for drugs.
We need to be more serious about the
drug problem prevalent in our educational
institutions and the increasing number of
students becoming prey to drugs. We need
an enhanced level of surveillance to protect
our future generations from the disastrous
consequences of drug abuse.n
Dr. G. Shreekumar Menon, IRS
(Rtd) Ph.D: Former Director
General of National Academy of
Customs Indirect Taxes and
Narcotics & Multi-Disciplinary
School Of Economic Intelligence
India; Fellow, James Martin
Centre For Non Proliferation
Studies, USA; Fellow, Centre for
International Trade & Security,
University of Georgia, USA; Public Administration,
Maxwell School of Public Administration, Syracuse
University, U.S.A.; AOTS Scholar, Japan. He can be

contacted at shreemenon48@gmail.com

RANDOM

Garrulous Geriatrics
By G. Swaminathan
There is definitely a problem in handling
old people. Please believe me; I myself am an
oldie and I write this based on my personal
experiences. It is not an indictment but looks
like or seems to be a natural phenomenon.
Talking too much; garrulous without
sagacity; without sense of time; not
understanding the tolerance levels of the
listening person or state of mind. It is a
monotonous rain of words without break. The
sentences leap out without period, question mark,
exclamation point, comma, colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen,
brackets, braces, parentheses, apostrophe, quotation mark,
and ellipsis. (Pardon me for my exaggeration!) If not all,
definitely no period, comma, colon, semicolon or full stop.
Recently, I got a call from my very, very old house owner’s
daughter of nearly four and half decades. Quite a long time
and long stories waiting, aren’t they? Yes. There were. In
the first day conversation I could cover many of the items as
I too remember their family and near family circle. Indeed,
very nice and lovable people I have come across in my life.

Yes. The long duration has brought several changes,
families have expanded, some old persons have passed away,
children have moved abroad as per the present gen
conditions…
All fine. The first two conversations went off with
great affection, interest and care. But, from the third
instalment it started turning a bit stale. The
insignificant events, the usual shrouded comments
about daughter-in-law, son and health issues; dragging
the conversation from one topic to some irrelevant
branch incidents, insignificant trivia, the usual lament
on ageing issues make one squirm. Many times, some
repeat the same matter when I speak to them after a
few month’s gap. I also must be doing it.
A person needs to understand that the one listening also is
an old man. But, that happens. Why others? I myself consciously
felt that I had a tendency to yap a lot if I got a victim. Even I
did it yesterday to my close friend. Talking about my past,
job, events, likes, dislikes, books, present etc… I know many
times the matters do not interest the listener. Yet, some force/
energy or enthusiasm pushes me to keep talking. At some stage,
I realized and put a full stop. Alas, by that time the damage
had been done1
Am I not trying to accuse the other oldies of the same
sickness I have? LOL!n

Solution to MANGALORE TODAY Crossword

Excess of Everything
By SUBHAJIT GHOSH
You see, anything in excess invariably turns cloying. See
the so-called ‘quality time’ people could spend at the outset
of ‘Covid 19’ pandemic. There were extensive articles written
in the media like how the husband and wife find time to share
a lot of things, precious time with children, time for their
(real or artificial) passions, time for relaxing the muscles and
brain, etc., etc…the list went endless. Everyone almost
celebrated the ‘quarantine.’
Lo, after one year the same turned into a nightmare; not
one; all. From ‘working from home’ to the constant closeness
with wife and children and vice versa. Why?
We are the people who love everything in excess. Right
from food (ref. our big fat weddings and the gross wastage of
food items especially) to relationship, ownership to overdose
of everything. Anything in excess invariably makes us only
pleased and happy. But, the fact is everything in excess will
only turn sour. We ourselves have the popular adage ‘Even
Nectar can turn poison if in excess.’
But, for the insatiable Indians two things never give
satisfaction. Power and Pelf. The more they acquire, the more
they aspire for them. Really Awesome Population!n
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HUMOUR

TRUE
LIES

Daredevil Ladies
The train was passing through a hilly
terrain in the dead of the night. Pitch
darkness outside and almost all passengers
in that ladies compartment were fast asleep.
All of a sudden the train came to a sudden
halt with a big thug, waking up all the
passengers. Some were heard screaming.
The women in the ladies compartment too
woke up and opened the windows. They
couldn’t see anything, it was dark outside.
They could still hear the screams and they
fastened the compartment door. Almost all
women huddled up. Suddenly, there was a
big bang on the door. “Open the door or
else we will break it open,” some men were
shouting. The women cuddled themselves
in one corner of the compartment and
dreaded to imagine what would happen next.
“Open the door,’ the thugs outside were
shouting. By now, there was total silence.
One of the lady passengers, a middle aged
woman, seemed quite bold enough. She had
an idea too and explained it her copassengers even as the bang on the door
continued. Going by the voices heard
outside, they were sure that there were at
least two to three dacoits. ‘Can we
overpower
them?” the bold lady
questioned. She opened her bag and found
a sprayer, she said there was water mixed
with chilly powder inside, which she had
kept to save herself in times of distress.
She said she along with two other women
would hide in the bathroom and as soon as
the thugs enter would throw a blanket over
them. The plan was to spray the chilly water
over them once they land on the ground.
The others though frightened, agreed to the
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plan. One of them mustered courage and
opened the door and in a sudden rush three
men barged in, wielding knives. As
planned, the women who were hiding in
the bathroom, threw the blanket over them
and lo the dacoits were on the ground in a
flash of a second. The women pounced on
them and sprayed the chilly water on their
faces, till their satisfaction. The men
screamed and screamed and screamed until
all passengers in the train rushed to the
scene. The thugs were tied down and were
slippered until they begged apology.
Everyone was all praise for the heroic
efforts of the women which helped in
trapping the dacoits. After a while the train
moved and the railway police were ready
at the next station, the final destination of
the train, to arrest the dacoits. There were
a lot of cameras too and the brave women
stepped down the train proudly as cameras
clicked. The dacoits were taken away and
the women were interviewed by several
national and local television channels. The
local administration also announced a cash
reward for the brave ladies. They were then
taken in a procession on the main streets of
the town and everyone showered praises
on them. The ladies then departed after
noting down each other’s mobile numbers.
The team leader, the daring lady who hit
upon the idea which helped in trapping the
thieves, walked towards home proudly and
pressed the calling bell. Kanthi all of a
sudden woke up on hearing the bell.Oh my
God ! Was it a dream? Where is my
Daredevil team?, she smiled as she thought
about her brave friends.n
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Can I Help You?
As the new minister in town was
walking down the street, he saw a little
boy straining every muscle to reach the
door-bell. He realized the little guy
would never make it, although he
admired the kid's tenacity. So he walked
up on the porch to help.
"Here buddy, need some help?" He
lifted the tyke who rang the bell.
As he set the child down, the kid
took off running and called back over
his shoulder, "Run mister! Here come
the lady!"
Speeding Ticket
A young man, on the way to visit
his girlfriend in northern Michigan was
caught speeding through one of the small
towns just a few miles from his
destination. The officer sauntered up to
the car as the young man fished for his
license and registration. With the hint
of a wry smile across his face, the officer
placed both elbows on the window of
the car so he could get real close and
spoke in a deep voice, "Son, I've been
waitin' all day for you."
"Sorry officer," the young driver
said. "I got here just as fast as I could."
The House Is Going To Burn!
In a car in the middle of Colorado
a wife says to her husband, "Oh Dear
George, I'm afraid the house is going
to burn down, I'm sure I left the iron
on."
George: "The house will not burn
down Dear, don't worry"
Wife: "Now how can you make a
statement like that"
George: "Cause I forgot to turn off
the water in the bathtub!"

HUMOUR
ARIES
You have your eye on the long
term this month and you're not
always content with routine.
It's a great time to explore and
discover new ideas and experiences. As the
month advances, however, your ambitions
build, and the need to set goals or work
toward special objectives grows. In the
months ahead, you'll be exploring more
personal opportunities.
TAURUS
Socially and mentally, there are
some high points in December.
You begin the month with
much activity in your intimacy
sector, encouraging you to work on power
dynamics and sharing in a relationship. Of
course, getting to know your own
capabilities, limits, and worth is a healthy
part of any exploration of dependencies on
others or outside sources, and it's what the
Full Moon on the 7th is about.
GEMINI
December is often about your
connections and specialties,
dear Gemini, with a focus on
your sectors of one-on-one
relationships and intimacy. Your powers
of attraction are strong, and you're more
interactive and connected. It can be a time
of reaffirming a commitment to a
particular path regarding relationships.
You're seeking harmony and balance this
month.

UCK
S
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R
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LEO
With an emphasis on your sector of joy as you begin December, dear Leo, you're more
expressive, creative, and lovefocused. In focus are your hobbies, leisure time, and entertainment. It's a wonderful time to find ways to round out your
life through more fulfilling activities.
VIRGO
Your private life gets top billing
as you begin December, dear
Virgo, and you can be more
sentimental and nostalgic.
You're ready to create a peaceful and stable
atmosphere, and you feel that if things are
good from the ground up, you're in the best
shape. Until the 21st, your focus is strong
on inner psychological growth, after which
you're more interactive.
LIBRA

CANCER

December is a busy month for
you. You'll have plenty on your
to-do list, but you may need to
cut down that list to gain some
peace of mind. While there can
be some hectic energy, it can be a pleasant
month with a lot to learn. A mental connection with someone is most important to you
now.The last week of the month brings a
more vital ability to focus and concentrate
and more emphasis on home and family.

December begins with a strong
focus on your sector of work,
service, health, routines, and
habits, dear Cancer. It’s a
potentially excellent time for discovering
ways to heal and mend or improve wellness
and habits. As the month advances, you're
more interactive and relationship-focused.
These themes will improve further after
the end of the Mars retrograde cycle in
mid-January. For now, you're revving up
and building plans.

SCORPIO
December brings a strong focus
on establishing yourself, money
matters, making connections,
learning, and commuting, dear
Scorpio. You pay more mind to issues of
security and the enjoyment of the good
things in life. Financial activity, including
pressures or concerns, can be themes, but
so can comfort levels and goals that help
you feel more secure.
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SAGITTARIUS
December is a personally
powerful month for you, dear
Sagittarius. The focus is very
much on personal goals and
development. December is strong for you
regarding personal influence, goal-setting,
and finances.Your ruling planet, Jupiter,
heads back into Aries this month, and it's
exciting! Until mid-May, you'll be finding
more ways to enjoy yourself.
CAPRICORN
You continue to make room for
downtime, rest, release from
routine, and escape from the
humdrum of your life in
December, dear Capricorn. You're
reviewing your need for time for yourself,
behind the scenes, and away from the
spotlight. It's a valuable time to think in more
holistic rather than detail-oriented ways.
AQUARIUS
Long-term goals toward
happiness and fulfillment are
spotlighted this month, dear
Aquarius. It's a good time to
collaborate with others or connect with
the community, especially in the first week
of December. As the month progresses,
you make time for extra rest and
recuperation.
PISCES
You're paying more attention
to professional and public
matters as the month begins,
dear Pisces. Your drive for
authority over your life is strong, and you
want to follow your own rhythm. With
your planetary rulers now direct, you're
feeling more confident and optimistic.
You're also in high demand! There can
be times when your responsibilities to
others complicate the freedom and
mobility you crave.

Belive it or not, we are definitely
not responsible for your fate!
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KIDS
Sathvi

YOUNG ACHIEVERS
Budokan Karate - Medal for Naima

PIC: PUNIK SHETTY

Naima Sara Varghese secured second prize in
individual Budokan Karate event at the 40th
Championships conducted by Institute of Karate &
Allied Arts at Udupi recently
Naima a student of Carmel School Pandeshwar
Mangaluru. She is the daughter of ex-serviceman
Varghese Sreeny. This young student has been
training enthusiastically and has earned some of the
preliminary qualification belts too. She has been
awarded a certificate and medal and wished all the
best in her future endeavours.
Her performance was appreciated as serious and
precise following all rules and norms of the sport and
performing well.

GREENLAND
The largest non-continental island on earth
Greenland is the world’s biggest noncontinental island, a largely self-governed
constituent country of Denmark. From
enormous glaciers and iceberg-filled fjords
to its hot springs, Greenland’s natural
appeal has no limits. Almost 80% of the
land mass is covered by an ice cap and
glaciers. The latest scientific research
suggests the ice cap could be more than
400,000 years old.
There are no roads between any of the
towns and settlements on Greenland. Air
Greenland’s fleet of helicopters and Dash8 propeller planes provide a critical
transport service for locals, and useful
shuttle for tourists not travelling by cruise
ship. Norway's Hurtigruten provides
freight and passenger service to many
remote communities along the Norwegian
coast.
Since the 10th century, Greenland has
been economically and politically
associated with Europe through various
unions with Norway and Denmark.
Greenland has around 56,000 inhabitants.
They mostly live in the 20 % of the country
that is not covered by ice and snow.
The first humans to set foot on
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Greenland arrived some 4,000-5,000 years
ago from the North American continent via
Canada, after the sea froze in the narrow
strait at Thule in Northern
Greenland. Historically, fishery and
hunting have been the key to survival due
to the short summers. Greenland's climate
and geography make farming almost
impossible, except for the extreme south
of the country, where sheep farming is
popular.
Considered Danish territory since 1814
when the Denmark-Norway union was
dissolved, Greenland was fully absorbed
into the Danish state in 1953, but granted
home rule just 26 years later. Greenland
has fully self-governed since 2009 but
remains economically reliant on Denmark
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Greenlandic is a fascinating language
that is a mystery to most visitors. It is the
most widely spoken Eskimo–Aleut
language, but still has just 56,000 speakers.
However, Greenlanders also speak Danish
and most speak at least some English. The
capital city Nuuk is home to around 25%
of Greenland’s population. Since 2003, the
vast northeast Greenland ice sheet has lost
more than 10 billion tons of ice every year,
according to a recent study. Were it to melt
completely, scientists estimate a global sea
level of rise of up to 23 feet. Capable of
living up to 400 years, the Greenland shark
is the world’s longest living vertebrate. Its
potential life span is twice the age of oldest
land mammal, the giant tortoise.
This relatively rare species lives in cold,
deep waters so relatively little is known
about it. Despite its slow speed, he
Greenland shark appears to be a top
predator.
In Greenland, the sun does not set from
May 25 to July 25 and June 21 is the longest
day of the year and is also a national
holiday. In the local language Greenland
is called Kalaallit Nunaat, which means
"Land of the People."

KIDS
Many years
ago in a small
Indian village, a farmer had the misfortune
of owing a large sum of money to a village
moneylender. The moneylender, who was
old and ugly, fancied the farmer's beautiful
daughter. So he proposed a bargain.
He said he would forgo the farmer's
debt if he could marry his daughter. Both
the farmer and his daughter were horrified
by the proposal.
So the cunning money-lender
suggested that they let Providence decide
the matter. He told them that he would
put a black Pebble and a white pebble into
an empty money bag. Then the girl would
have to pick one pebble from the bag.
1) If she picked the black pebble, she
would become his wife and her father's
debt would be forgiven.
2) If she picked the white pebble she
need not marry him and her father's debt
would still be forgiven.
3) But if she refused to pick a pebble,
her father would be thrown into jail.
They were standing on a pebble strewn
path in the farmer's field. As they talked,
the moneylender bent over to pick up two
pebbles. As he picked them up, the sharpeyed girl noticed that he had picked up
two black pebbles and put them into the
bag.
He then asked the girl to pick a pebble

SHORT STORY

THE CLEVER GIRL

from the bag.
Now, imagine that you were standing
in the field. What would you have done if
you were the girl? If you had to advise
her, what would you have told her?
Careful analysis would produce three
possibilities:
1. The girl should refuse to take a
pebble.
2. The girl should show that there were
two black pebbles in the bag and expose
the money-lender as a cheat.
3. The girl should pick a black pebble

and sacrifice herself in order to save her
father from his debt and imprisonment.
Take a moment to ponder over the
story. The above story is used with the
hope that it will make us appreciate the
difference between lateral and logical
thinking.
The girl's dilemma cannot be solved
with traditional logical thinking. Think of
the consequences if she chooses the above
logical answers.
What would you recommend to the girl
to do? Well, here is what she did ....
The girl put her hand into the
moneybag and drew out a pebble. Without
Looking at it, she fumbled and let it fall
onto the pebble-strewn path Where it
immediately became lost among all the
other pebbles.
"Oh, how clumsy of me," she said.
"But never mind, if you look into the bag
for the one that is left, you will be able to
tell which pebble I picked."
Since the remaining pebble is black,
it must be assumed that she had picked
the white one. And since the money-lender
dared not admit his dishonesty, the girl
changed what seemed an impossible
situation into an extremely advantageous
one.n
MORAL OF THE STORY: Most
complex problems do have a solution. It
is only that we don't attempt to think.

HOCUS - FOCUS
Check out how sharp your eyes are. Find out 5 differences between the pictures below.
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NEWS
Appointed

Conferred

The state government has
appointed BJP leader
Chanila Timmappa Shetty as
the President of Coastal
Development Authority. Shetty has earlier
served as President of BJP Puttur Mandal
Committee, as Puttur Taluk Panchayat
President as Director of CAMPCO and
as Vice President of Vivekananda
Vidyavardhaka Sangha.

l Dr Niveditha L Rao,
Professor in Biochemistry
Department of
the
Yenepoya Medical College
at Derlakatte, was presented with the Dr
A P J Abdul Kalam Inspirational Professor
and Researcher Award. The award was
conferred during an international
conference held at Vijayawada under the
aegis of the Centre for Professional
Advancement, a unit of Andhra Pradesh
Government's Niti Ayog on the occasion
of International Teachers and World
Students Day.

Awarded
Dr Lekha Pandit, Professor
of Neurology and Director
of the Center for Advanced
Neurological Science at KS
Hegde Medical Academy,
Nitte (deemed to be university) has been
awarded the prestigious fellowship of the
National Academy of Science India
(NASI), Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India. She is
one among 150 Indian women scientists
and the first from Dakshina Kannada to
have been bestowed this national honor.

Bagged
lAkshaj, an eighth standard
student of NITK Suratkal
bagged the first place in the
senior division of the state
level drawing contest on the
theme "Energy Conservation" organised
by the Energy Department of the Union
Government recently. Akshaj has qualified
to take part in the national level event
following his win in the state level.
lChinmay, a ninth standard
student of Canara English
Medium School, Urwa has
bagged the Grand Champion
Award at the State level
Open Karate Championship
held at Kodagu district recently. He
bagged the first place in individual Kata
and third place in Kumite category. He is
being trained at Guru GojuRyu Karate
Academy in Mangaluru.
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lMishal Queenie D’Costa,
an IRS officer hailing from
Neerude who in a daring act
had chased and trapped
Nigerian drug peddlers last
year, was conferred Bravery
Award by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.Mishal is serving as
Deputy Director of Indirect Taxes at
Mumbai Customs. Daughter of Lazarus
and Nancy D’Costa of Neerude, Mishal
had secured 387th rank in the 2015 UPSC
exams.

Foundation laid
Minister for Urban Development B.A.

BRIEFS

Basavaraja Byrathy recently laid the
foundation stone for the Rs. 17.6 crore
water supply project to provide drinking
water to temple town of Dharmasthala.
The projects envisages pumping 3.6
million litres per day (MLD) water from
the newly-constructed vented dam at
Neriya.

Organised
Rotary Club of Mangaluru Central and
Rotaract Club of Mangaluru City
organised “Chinnara Utsav” the 22nd
annual event for inmates of Childrens care
and protection centers of the district. The
event was held at Canara High School
Urva Premises. Nearly 400 children
enthusiastically participated in a march
past and sports and cultural competitions.

Re-elected
Maladi Ajith Kumar Rai has
been
been re-elected
unanimously for the fourth
time as the President of
Buntara yane Nadavara Sangha for the
period 2022-25.

Selected
lRetired professor V B Arthikaje has been
chosen for the Kannada Kalhana Neerpaje

Book titled 'Testing Times for Indian Economy' authored by V Mohan Rao released by Jay
Prakash Hegde, Chairman of Backward Class Commission, Government of Karnataka on
4th December 2022 at Bhandarkars Arts and Science College, Kundapur.
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NEWS

BRIEFS

O B I T U A RY

The 120th birth anniversary celebrations of late US Mallya, the architect of the development
of Dakshina Kannada district, was celebrated at the Srinivas Mallya Memorial park at Kadri
under the aegis of Samarasya, Mangaluru. Family members of Late Mallya, Samarasya
President Manjula Nayak, former MLA J R Lobo, former MLC Ivan D'Souza, former president
of Konkani Academy Roy Castelino and others were present.
Award given in memory of the renowned
writer and Kendra Sahitya Academy
Award winner Neerpaje Bhima Bhat.
lPandit Upendra Bhat, a
classical musician of
Mangaluru origin has been
chosen for the Vatsala
Bhimsen Joshi Award. The
Award will be presented at the 68th Savai
Gandharva Bhimsen Mahotsav to be held
at Pune from December 14.
l Saanvi Shetty from
Soorinje has been selected to
be part of the state team in
the 32nd National level
junior
throwball
championship to be held at Jarkhand from
December 27 to 29. She is a student of
Canara College.
lSarthak Shenoy, a student
of Canara High School,
Urwa has been selected to
participate in the national
level Karate event. He has
earlier win the gold in the 40-50 kg
category at the state level karate event held
at Kateel under the aegis of the Public
Education Department.

Takes charge
Senior IPS officer Chandragupta took

charge as the Deputy
Inspector General of Police
(Western Range) recently.
Earlier, he was Police
Commissioner of Mysuru.

Won
lIbrahim Umar Beary from
Pandeshwar in Mangaluru
has won gold in shot put,
javelin throw and discus
throw at the above 65 years
category of the SBJF Masters National
Athletic Meet held at Indore recently.
lDr. Monisha P C, 1st Year
Postgraduate Student of A B
Shetty Memorial Institute of
Dental Sciences has won 3
Gold Medals as the Winner
in the events of Women's
Singles, doubles and Mixed doubles in
Shuttle Badminton at the National Level at
the All India Sports Dental Summit 2022
conducted by the Indian Dental Association
at Andheri, Mumbai recently.
lAshwini of Mangalore has
won a gold in discus throw
and silver medal in shot put
at the Masters Championship
2022 organised at Mysore
University grounds under the
aegis of the Masters Athletic Association.
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Veteran Yakshagana
artiste and former MLA
Kumble Sunder Rao
passed
away
on
November 30. He was
88. He is survived by his wife, two
sons and three daughters. Rao had
served as an artiste in Suratkal,
Dharmasthala and Ira Yakshagana
Melas and had also served as the first
Chairman of Karnataka State
Yakshagana Bayalata Academy. He
had served as MLA of Suratkal from
1994 to 1999. He had the credit of being
the first Yakshagana artiste to be
elected as an MLA. Rao was born in
Kumble of Kerala state on March 20,
1934 and had served the yakshagana
field for over five decades.
K Shankar Pai, one of the
partners of the now
closed New Chitra
Talkies which had the
credit of being the only
single-screen theatre to show English
movies, passed away recently at the age
of 55. He is survived by his wife. New
Chitra Talkies had closed down in 2017
after completing 91 years. The theatre
was initially known as Hindustan
Cinema and was renamed as New
Chitra Talkies in 1973.
K. Bhaskar Das, a well-known activist
of nomadic community
passed
away
in
Bengaluru. He was 65.
Das was a member of
National Development
and Welfare Board for Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
Communities of the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment and
was a resident of Thenka Yekkar and
was injured in an accident near Kunigal
recently. He is survived by his wife
and three children.
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PEOPLE

ARTIST OF A
DIFFERENT CALIBRE

Veena Srinivas has been chosen for
the Varnashree Award for the year
2022. She is among nine others selected
for the award. Each of them has a unique
style of art and paintings. Veena is well
known for ‘Kaavi-Kale’ paintings, an
ancient art form mostly displayed in
temples of Konkan region.
This exceptionally talented artist
from Mangaluru has taken all the pains
to preserve and promote this dying folk
art, nothing but unique mural paintings
of the 16th century found on the walls
of ancient temples in the Kanara and Goa
regions, but are becoming extinct today.
Veena Srinivas has tried to
popularise the art through her singular
effort. It was a visit to the Mahalasa
Narayani Temple at Kumta seven years
ago and a glimpse of the Kaavi Kale
paintings found on the walls of the
temple, that kindled an interest in Veena
in the art. With a great urge to learn the
art purely on the basis of certain
photographs she had clicked in the
temple, and also upon an in-depth study,
she experimented on her own, by
replicating the art in acrylic on canvas
and even succeeded in her mission. She
even holds workshops in schools to
enlighten students on this art form.
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DEDICATED DOCTOR
Dr. M. Annayya
Kulal Ulthur, a
medical officer of repute
is known for his
distinguished contribution
in the field of community
based health promotion.
A Palliative Medicine
Medical Officer at District
Wenlock Hospital and
Chief Covid-19 Medical
Nodal Officer under the
National Rural Health
Mission, Dr Annayya
Kulal is known for his great dedication and
commitment towards his profession.
A recipient of the prestigious D Devaraj
Urs State level Award given by the
Karnataka Government, Dr Annayya has
also served as Professor and administrator
of Srinivas Medical College Hospital.
Among the several awards conferred on
him include the B C Roy Award, Aryabhata

State Award, Grants
International Award,
District Rajyotsava
Award, Sadhana Ratna
Award, Swasti Siri State
Award and IMA
National President’s
Appreciation Award.
Dr M Annayya Kulal
served as co-convener of
BJP's state teachers wing
and the member of health
wing as well. He is also
instrumental in forming
IMA Writers’ Forum and organising the
first ever state conference of physician
writers in Mangaluru.
Dr Annayya who has won the Devaraj
Urs Award had incidentally stayed in the
Devaraj Urs Hostel for as long as 16 years
while pursuing education and also has a
trust with the objective of serving the causes
of the poor.

Mesmerizing through Music
Melwyn Peris is a name synonymous with Konkani music.
Such is the popularity of this singer that music lovers have
even gifted him the title of Yodeling King, thanks to his
unique Yodeling technique.
An alumnus of St Aloysius College, Melwyn is a
Development Officer for National Insurance Corporation
in Mangaluru. He was a passionate singer right
since his childhood and even used to
write lyrics for his songs as a teenager.
Peris Nite- musical events are simply
fascinating for his innumerous fans and
so far Peris has presented over 109
Peris nites for various organisations through his production house Sangeet Ghar.
He has also organised his Peris Nite for various fund raising events for various
causes. Over 700 songs, nearly 300 devotional songs, video songs, five books including
three volumes of Madhur Podam and 2 volumes of Suvalo are among Melwyn's
invaluable contributions to the field of music.
Melwyn also has 30 audio CDs and 21 devotional audio CDs to his credit. He has
not limited himself to singing but has also been part of several plays and has also
donned the lead role in Konn To Amche Modhlo, a short film.
His achievements have earned him several awards including Sandesha Kala Award,
Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy Award,Mandd Sobhan – Global Konkani Music
Award and Kalakar Puraskar by Mandd Sobhann.
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