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“Nationalism is knowing the

problems of the country and

finding solutions, and not being

in illusion and pretending that

we are together. The

Constitution has taught us to

leave the imaginary world and

talk about and question issues”

N Chinnaswamy Sosale, History Professor,

Hampi Kannada University during Ambedkar

Jayanthi celebrations at Mangalore University.

“Digitally-driven change was

bringing about a silent

democratic revolution in the

use of technology in India”

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at the 29th

leadership lecture of TAPMI at Manipal on the

topic, ‘India in Amrit Kaal.’

“Education at universities

has to liberate minds of

students. Students must

have a vision to observe

and accept all good and

noble things from

everything around them”

NAAC Director S C Sharma at the 41st

Convocation of Mangalore University.

MOTIVATING THE VOTERS: The administration is gearing up for the upcoming Assembly election and is sensitizing the voters on the importance

of exercising franchise. The SVEEP Committee on its part is busy  through its various initiatives aimed at increasing voting percentage.
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“Scoring high marks is not the

ultimate aim of education,

students should create a

better future for themselves by

attaching equal importance to

curricular and co-curricular

activities”

Deputy Commissioner Ravi Kumar  M R  at the

Bharat Scouts and Guides Awards function.

“The various problems

confronting the region can

be effectively resolved by

collaborating with the

public, government

authorities and other

stakeholders”

Pratapchandra Kedilaya, President, ‘We The

People’, at a brainstorming session in the city.
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The stage is all set for a pitched

political battle as the official

notification comes on April 13 for the

2023 Karnataka Assembly election. The

Bharatiya Janata Party which is in power

today faces a tough challenge from the

Congress and other parties. Janata Dal-

Secular which has a history of making

pacts with both the national parties

whenever there are no clear winners is

the third formidable front.

The ruling BJP facing intense anti-

incumbency and carrying the disgraceful

tag of a “40% commission government”

is hoping to return to power promising

accelerated growth with Narendra Modi

as a mascot of prosperity. While the shift

of power from Yediyurappa to Bommai

did not make any difference in the

corruption tainted image, it did make

relentless implementation of a hardcore

Hindutva agenda beginning with the row

over girls wearing the Hijab in

classrooms, Ant-cow slaughter, love jihad

and other provocative issues.

For the Congress, this election will show

whether the grand old party has the

political and organisational shrewdness

to gain from whatever resentment that

people have against the incumbent

government. The party has thus far come

up with innovative campaigns against the

ruling party such as its ‘PayCM’ campaign

and kept the plank of corruption alive,

but has had little defence against the BJP’s

rebuttal that the Congress party chief in

Karnataka is facing money-laundering

charges.

In the 2018 assembly election, BJP won

all but one of the eight assembly seats in

Dakshina Kannada district and all five

seats in Udupi district. A month before

this election, ground realities suggest the

BJP will find it tough to repeat its 2018

sweep of DK and Udupi. The corruption

and communal issues will severely affect

the prospects of the ruling party candidates

this time. Several  local issues could also

cause swings in voting on the day of the

elections.

The BJP has always considered the twin

districts as their bastion and has tried its

best to get all the major Hindu castes into

its fold. The Congress, while appealing to

the politics of secularism, is also adept at

exploiting caste fissures. The Aam Aadmi

Party also seeks to make their presence

felt. But the evidence so far suggests that

it will struggle to make headway.

For the legislators of the coastal district

and their enthusiastic supporters, the 13th

of May will determine their fate and

position for another five years. Will they

be sitting in government or would they

have to content being opposition leaders?

The outcome is not as certain as anyone’s

guess!

Election 2023

Publisher and Editor

V. U. GEORGE

Executive Editor

MAHESH NAYAK

Associate Editor

JAYASHREE SUDHIR

Special Correspondents

ESHWAR SUNDARESAN (Bangalore)

HARSHA D’SOUZA (Mangalore)

RAMESH S PERLA (Mangalore)

V MOHAN RAO (Udupi)

ADOLPH  LOBO (Dubai)

MADHUSUDAN KUMAR (Mumbai)

Contributors

Prof. NARENDRA NAYAK

I. J. SALDANHA SHET

BHAMY V. SHENOY

Dr. G. SHREEKUMAR MENON

SRINIVASAN NANDAGOPAL

Production & Marketing

SHASHIDHARA AMIN

Copy Desk

SOWMYA

Contributing Photographers

RAMACHANDRA BHAT

PRASHANTH NAYAK

Editorial, marketing & correspondence office:

26, Venkatramana Building,Temple Square,

Car Street, Mangaluru 575 001

 Phone: 0824-2492549, Mobile: 98455 24558

E-mail: info@mangaloretoday.com

Edited and published by

V.U.George, Mangalore Today,

26, Venkatramana Building, Temple Square,

Car Street, Mangaluru 575 001

 Printed by V U George at Prakash Offset Printers,

Plot # 164, Industrial Area, Baikampadi,

Mangaluru 575 011

Views and opinions expressed in individual articles

are those of the writers and need not necessarily

reflect the opinions of MANGALORE TODAY.

All disputes and legal proceedings are subject

to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent

courts and forums in MANGALURU only.

VOLUME 26            ISSUE 3          APRIL 2023

EEEEEDITDITDITDITDITOROROROROR’’’’’SSSSS     EDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGE



MANGALORE TODAY - APRIL 2023
5

n COVER STORY ..... 14

Reactions ................................... 6

Wordzworth ................................ 7

Editorial ...................................... 8

City Politix .................................. 9

DK Diary ................................... 10

Viewpoint ................................. 25

Think Tank ................................ 26

Personality ............................... 28

Poetic License.......................... 31

Profile ....................................... 32

Opinion ..................................... 36

Feature ..................................... 38

Happenings .............................. 40

Review ..................................... 42

Random Thoughts .................... 44

Humour .................................... 48

Kids .......................................... 50

News Briefs .............................. 52

People ...................................... 54

n PROFILE   32

CCCCCONTENTSONTENTSONTENTSONTENTSONTENTS

n OPINION  36

WHO?
Time to decide.

WHO?
Time to decide.

Who is your pick this time? In the 2018 assembly election, BJP won all but one
of the eight assembly seats in Dakshina Kannada district and all five seats in

Udupi district. What could be the score in this inning?

Who is your pick this time? In the 2018 assembly election, BJP won all but one
of the eight assembly seats in Dakshina Kannada district and all five seats in

Udupi district. What could be the score in this inning?

Oscar Winner 2023

and Mangaluru

Highlights 
By I J Saldanha-Shet writes about the

Mangalurean roots of Kartiki Gonsalves,

the Director of the Oscar winning "The

Elephant Whisperers"

Impact of AI and Robotics

on Mangalore’s

Educational Hub
Educational hubs like Mangalore will have to

constantly innovate as the classrooms of

tomorrow will be using robots, artificial

intelligence, and big data to enhance learning

outcomes, writes Dr. G. Shreekumar Menon
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nMangalore Today cover story on the

Alarming Drug Menace indeed presents

facts about the grim scenario. One

shudders to imagine the consequences of

this menace that has made deep inroads

into the society and into our educational

institutions including higher educational

institutions. That youth easily fall prey to

the  luring of the drug traffickers is

alarming and a matter of great concern.

Greater awareness is the only solution to

this problem.

VINOD KUMAR, Mangaluru

n The recent unearthing of drugs

trafficking and consumption racket

involving  medicos had come as a shocker.

What is more alarming is that  some

people are falling prey to drug addiction

fully aware of its consequences. The

need of the hour is for educational

institutions to be more vigilant.

AM D’SILVA, Mangaluru

nCover Story on Drug Menace has

thrown light on a very pertinent issue that

needs all the more attention. The drug

menace cannot end unless and until those

at the helm of this racket are arrested and

smuggling of drugs is prevented. Today

the manner in which drugs has spread its

tentacles is so concerning. The only way

to end this menace is awareness.

SUBHAS RAO, Mangaluru

nThank you  Mangalore Today for

publishing famed author S N Surkund's

The Sign of Four. It was a pleasure reading

it. I am a great fan of Surkund and his

simple style of writing.

EULALIA D’SA, Mumbai

nRoad Widening Scheme - A Fiasco by K

P Vasudeva Rao has presented the reality

about road widening projects and the

problems faced by those who will have to

sacrifice their land for such projects.

Moreover  most of the road widening

projects never complete on schedule and

they drag on for years testing the patience

of the citizens. Now, that monsoons are

just a few months away, one dreads to

imagine the condition of the common man

who has to undergo a lot of hardships due

to the unfinished works.

SUKUMAR NAIK, Mangaluru

n Mangalore Today editorial "Battle of

the Radicals" has highlighted the interesting

battle on cards in Karkala, the home

constituency of DK District in-charge

Minister and State Minister Sunil Kumar.

The Minister will very likely face a tough

battle if the Sri Rama Sene leader Pramod

Mutalik contests as an independent as he

has already announced.
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Mangaluru is staring at another

water crisis with water level

reducing at the Thumbay vented

dam that supplies water to the city.

The scorching heat leading to water

evaporation and the complete stop

of inflow into the dam has made

matters worse.

The city can save itself from an

impending water crisis if the

catchment areas receive good

showers in the next few days. Or

else, as already hinted by the

authorities, water rationing is

inevitable by April end and water

may be supplied for a few hours every

day. Engineers of the city corporation have

already been asked to prepare an action

plan for April and May

Given the present situation, citizens

are only hoping that it would rain in the

next few days as they shudder to imagine

a water crisis and still remember the acute

water shortage that gripped the city in

2019.

About 160 MLD of water is pumped

to Mangaluru from Thumbay vented dam,

which also supplies water to  Ullal, Mulki

and other villages enroute to the city.

Though the dam has a capacity to store

water upto seven metres, water is stored

only upto a height of six meters. The

storage of water  upto seven meters would

mean inundation of large tracts of land

and  would necessitate providing

compensation to the affected land owners

and farmers.

Presently, the Thumbay dam also

supplies 2 MGD water to MCF, 0.5 MGD

to NMPTA and 1 MGD to other

industries. The AMR dam located

upstream supplies 6 MGD to MRPL and

8 MGD to SEZ.

The AMR dam presently has  water

upto a height of 18 meters of which 14.5

meters could be utilized. The authorities

plan to use water from AMR only if the

water in Thumbay dam  reduces

considerably.

Mayor Jayananda Anchan has already

appealed to citizens to make judicious use

of drinking water supplied to the city. He

has also stated that a team led by

Commissioner Channabasappa had visited

areas upto Uppinangady to check the

inflow of water to the river Nethravati

recently.

Already several large educational

campuses in Mangaluru and its vicinity

are feeling the pinch with the water

reducing the quantity of water supply.

However some institutions which have

their own water sources have not been

affected.

Meanwhile several rural areas like

Konaje, Talapady, Balepuni, Narikombu

and Manjanady are facing water problem.

The Zilla Panchayat is initiating measures

to drill borewells in some areas while in

some other areas measures are taken to

further deepen the existing borewells.

According to ZP CEO instructions

have also been given to taluk and grama

panchayats to effectively manage water

resources and prevent hardships to public.

Chairing a meeting at

Nethravathi Hall in Zilla

Panchayat, Karnataka Minister for

Energy, Kannada, and Culture and

District In-Charge Minister, V

Sunil Kumar directed Tahsildars,

EOs, and PDOs to address water

issues and take necessary steps to

ensure proactive measures to

ensure people do not face any

water shortage during the summer.

He also asked the Revenue

Department and Rural

Development to be alert to tackle

the water crisis issue, and to ensure

that no area in the district is deprived of

drinking water.

Meanwhile, many are questioning why

water is not stored at Thumbay dam upto

a height of seven meters.

On increasing the water storage level,

at a recent MCC meeting, the erstwhile

Commissioner had said that a drone survey

was conducted for increasing the storage

level in Thumbay vented dam, to 7 meters

height. Stating that there were objections

by farmers,  the then Commissioner said

depending on the situation, in case of

necessity, the authorities would look into

the possibility of storing water at 7 meters

height for three to four months, by paying

compensation to landowners for

submersion of their land for the period.

When a dam is constructed to facilitate

storage of water upto seven meters it is

nothing but an irony that the governments

as well as other authorities concerned did

not adopt a systematic approach by

initiating all measures to store water upto

maximum height by ensuring

compensation to the affected people. The

ever growing city of Mangaluru, with its

increasing population and increasing water

needs can be a true Smart City when it

faces no water problem. n

Mangaluru staring at a water crisis
Fears of a water crisis is looming large not only in Mangaluru but across the district. It is high

time efficient water management and storage measures are initiated throughout the year.
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‘Commission’ issue
The 40% commission

allegations against the BJP by the

state contractors association and the

Congress quickly latching on to it

and converting it into a major

weapon to target the ruling BJP, has

certainly rattled the latter, feel

political pundits.

This was even evident when a

BJP national spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi during his recent

visit to Mangaluru,  while referring to the allegation, tried to

turn tables at the Congress by asking it to categorically file a

proper complaint rather than just making allegations. He also

went on to say that just as asking and taking bribes, hiding the

names of those taking bribe was a crime.

Countering the 40% commission allegations, he said the

Congress governments were running 85% governments and even

went on to refer to former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi and said

that the latter claimed that only 15 paise out of every rupee

reaches the actual beneficiary.

Stop this Commission issue and lay emphasis on

commissioning quality projects in a timebound manner, quips a

senior citizen tired of the political slugfest on commission.

BUGGIES IN

TROUBLE
The 16 environment-

friendly electric buggies

introduced at the Pilikula

Nisargadhama  in 2019 at

a cost of Rs 1 crore for

the benefit of visitors, are

today lying unused since

the past few months. Lack

of maintenance have

rendered these vehicles,

each costing around Rs 5

lakh, of no use, in turn

inconveniencing tourists

particularly aged persons

and those with physical

disabilities. The authorities

are answerable as to why the

buggies are in a bad shape

and why they have been left

unused.

Striking an emotional chord
Wooing voters is an art

itself for our netas and they

have mastered this art to

perfection. Recently two

senior Congress leaders

were trying to strike an

emotional chord with the

electorate.

First it was senior leader Ramanatha Rai, an ex-MLA from

Bantwal who has secured a party ticket to contest the upcoming

elections. Speaking recently he said this would be the last election

that he would contest and promised  that Bantwal would see great

development if he is elected this time and also said anti-propaganda

led to his defeat in the previous election.

Close on the heels of Rai's statement there came a similar

statement from another party leader and former minister Vinay

Kumar Sorake.

The leader said the upcoming election would be his last contest

and claimed he has rendered service  to the masses irrespective of

whether he was in power or not.

Will the two leaders able to win the elections this time given

that there would be a tough fight from the BJP? Well, it is a wait

and watch game.
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Mangaluru Chapter of Indian National

Trust for Art & Cultural Heritage

(INTACH) organised a Heritage Walk

through the Old Port area of Mangaluru

to celebrate World Heritage Day on April

18. The participants included artists,

architects, bank officials and students.

The walk began from the Old Port on

the Gurupura river bank at 7:10 a.m.

Subhas Chandra Basu, convener of the

Intach Mangaluru Chapter, introduced the

importance of the heritage walk at Bunder.

He informed that World Heritage Day has

been observed around the world since

1983. Conservation architect Caroline

D’Souza narrated the historic evolution of

the port from its early reference during

the Roman period to the later British

colonial phase.

The first stop of the walk was at

‘Custom House’. Ram Avtar Meena,

Superintendent of Customs, welcomed the

visitors to the 140-year-old building,

which underwent restoration in 2019. The

walk then proceeded through the business

INTACH organizes Heritage Walk through the Old Port area of Mangaluru

area of traders and their storage buildings

(godowns). Two historic mosques, the

Kutchi Memon Masjid and the Zeenath

Baksh Juma Masjid, with splendid

architecture and exquisite woodwork,

were visited. The walk concluded at Jain

Basadi, serving the local merchant class,

at around 9:15 am.

Customs Superintendent

showing ancient underground

revenue treasury

Jain Basadi

New arrivals at Pilikula from Rajkot Zoological Park
The Pilikula Biological Park has

received two wolves, an Asiatic lion,

comb duck, golden jackal, silver pheasant

and golden pheasant birds from the Rajkot

Zoological Park as per the animal

exchange programme between the two

Parks.

In exchange, Pilikula   Biological Park

is sending a leopard,

two civet cats, four

reticulated pythons,

four mountain snakes,

four wild dogs, vine

snakes and sand boa to

the Rajkot Zoological

Park. Pilikula authorities have informed that a huge enclosure will be built for the

wolves with aid from Reliance Foundation. The newly arrived animals will be initially

placed under quarantine before they are made available for public display.

A month ago, Pilikula had received four Nilgai and four white black-bucks under a

similar exchange programme  from the Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International

Zoological Park, Nagpur, in Maharashtra.

MIA registers good growth

in passenger traffic
Mangaluru International Airport has

registered a 76% growth in passenger

traffic during the  financial year 2022-23.

The airport handled 17,94,054 passengers

during 2022-23 as against 10,16,559

passengers during 2021–2022.

During the year 2022-23, a total of

17.94 lakh passengers were handled by the

airport. Of these 12.08 lakh were domestic

passengers while 5.86 lakh were overseas

travellers. Most of them travelled to Gulf

countries.

As far as the Air Traffic Movement

(ATM) during the year 2022–23 is

concerned, the airport recorded a 42%

growth. There were a total of 14,475 air

traffic movements  during the year. Of these

10,060 were domestic flights, 4,150 were

international flights and 265 were general

aviation (GA) or chartered flight flights.
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Animal lover Rajani Shetty

conferred Press Club Award
Animal lover and rescuer Rajani Shetty of

Mangaluru who feeds as many as 800 stray dogs

everyday and nurtures around 55 stray dogs, 15

cats and other animals at her home at Ballalbagh

was presented the Annual Award of Mangaluru

Press Club. The function which was held Press Club

Day organised jointly by the Mangaluru Press Club,

Dakshina Kannada Union of Working Journalists

and Patrika Bhavan Trust.

Rajani cooks as much 60 kg rice mixed with

chicken waste secured from chicken shops. She

travels to various parts of the city with her husband

Damodar Shetty or daughter and then offers food to the  dogs which swarm around her

with love as soon as she arrives.

She has the credit of rescuing 2500 animals.  Her initiative is being backed by

several including organisations like Biruver Kudla.

The award was presented by actor and Big Boss winner Rupesh Shetty, Karnataka

Madhyama Academy president K. Sadashiva Shenoy was present.

Senior cardiologist and founder of Cardiology at Doorstep (CAD) Foundation

Padmanabha Kamath handed over an ECG machine each to the Belthangady and the

Moodbidri Taluk units of Working Journalists’ Union on the occasion.

Sea Wave Braker Technology to be

implemented at Batapady near Ullal
The Sea Wave Braker Technology

which the government has decided to

implement at Batapady shore near

Ullal  on a pilot  basis will reportedly

be restricted to mere 200 meters of

the shoreline. It may be recalled here

that Batapady shore is worst hit by sea

erosion that has done much damage

and many in the vicinity are living in

constant fear of losing their properties

to the mighty tidal waves.

Though earlier,  the proposal was to construct sea wave braker at a cost of Rs 24

crores for one km, presently a study is underway on the benefit of this technology.

Once the report is out, the sea wave braker technology would be implemented on a 200

meter shore line and on the basis of its effectiveness it would be extended.

A meeting was also held in this connection last week under the presidentship of

Minister for Ports S Angara. As per his instruction a proposal has been sent for

implementing the project for a distance of 200 meters at a cost of Rs 6.5 crores.

An entrepreneur from Kasargod named U K Yusuf had incorporated this sea wave

braker technology at Nellikunnu in Kasargod. This is a patented technology of Yusuf.

Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai who was in Mangaluru recently had also said that

the project would be implemented at Batapady.

Meet Sabitha Monis

DK's SVEEP Icon

Thirty nine year old Sabitha Monis

from Garadi village in Belthangady

taluk is Dakshina Kannada's SVEEP

Icon.  Born without arms  Sabitha is

an inspiration to one and all through

her sheer perseverance and hard work

and her ability to beat all odds and

moving forward by taking up her

disability as a challenge.

A post graduate in social work and

sociology, Sabitha,  who is a student

welfare officer at Alva's Education

Foundation, has never missed

exercising her franchise even once

during the past two decades.

Whenever she goes to vote, she

uses her feet to press the button in the

EVM to cast her vote. She was the poll

icon in the last assembly election and

this year the SVEEP committee came

forward to choose her as its icon.

As part of the campaign the SVEEP

Committee has also shared a video

clipping of Sabitha exhorting people to

exercise their franchise without fail.

Sabitha can indeed be an inspiration

for many people with physical

disabilities to exercise their franchise.

Sabitha is the winner of the Women

Achievers Award 2021 instituted by the

Press Council of India and Karnataka

Newspapers Association.
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IN BLACK
&

WHITE

Prof. NARENDRA NAYAK

Last week, when I had paid a visit to

a bureaucrat in connection with some

official work, he was very happy to meet

a person of my age and a Mangalorean.

He asked me to tell him what I expect my

hometown to be in the next decade. I asked

him to tell me his opinion because he was

an impartial outsider and a very intelligent

person. The discussions led me thinking

as to what our future will be and memories

of what the past was!

Having been born here in 1951, my

memories go back to those days when

Mangalore was a sleepy small town. It

was like a cluster of villages with a few

areas of importance separated by

agricultural lands. A few commercial

clusters mainly Hampankatta, Bunder,

Carstreet, Kankanady, Falnir. The busy

area was Bunder with the old port and the

municipal offices close by. While the

‘development’ as a city was to be expected,

the deterioration of the standards of public

life, the communal cauldron that it is today

was not. Because, the city has been a

cosmopolitan one in every sense of the

term-home to a number of linguistic,

religious, social groups all symbiotically

connected. The population consists of

Tulu, Konkani, Malayalam, Beary and

Kannada language speakers. A child by

the time he or she joins school would be

knowing at least two languages and

learning more after joining the school. By

the time a child goes to high school five

languages would be the norm- at lease for

those whose mother tongues were those

not in the educational set up.  The trade

was mostly in the hands of GSBs, the

education was with Christians, labour

class were OBCs and it was a very

symbiotic relationship. In fact if we go

back to the days of starting of printing

technology the first Tulu- Kannada

dictionary, the first newspaper and

printing press were started by protestant

Christians. The first tile factory was the

common wealth tile factory and the famous

Mangalore tile was a foreign design!

Another symbiotic relationship which

continues even today is the fishing

industry- the boats owned most owned and

staffed by the Mogaveera community

bring their catch to the docks for auction

in which the Muslims purchase them. This

is repurchased in smaller lots after

separation by the women of the Mogaveera

community who go to sell them in the

markets!

These are a few examples of the

interdependence of communities,

linguistic and religious groups of the

cosmopolitan Mangalore since ages. But,

in the past few decades, the atmosphere

started getting vitiated. The first

communal conflagration that happened

was around six decades back and as they

say there has been no looking back since

then. Day by day, election after election,

incident after incident the divides have

been becoming deeper and deeper the

walls between communities steeper and

steeper. During the time of the infamous

emergency of Indira Gandhi, the land

reforms were ushered in and this resulted

in the land to the tiller policies. Since all

the land in the district was deemed to be

agricultural land unless converted, the

takeover was facilitated. The tenants

became owners and in decades a new

found prosperity stepped in. Slowly, the

land prices started escalating and that

changed the outlook of the neo rich.

Though their gains have been because of

Whither Coastal

Karnataka in 2033?
Prof. Narendra Nayak recollects how in the past few decades,

the atmosphere started getting vitiated in coastal Karnataka.
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Prof. NARENDRA NAYAK is a consumer
activist and a rationalist. This is a regular column
and we invite readers’ response. The writer can
be reached at: narenyen@gmail.com
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the progressive policies of the previous

dispensation and such are being reversed

by the present ruling class, it looks strange

that the very victims of the Manuvadi

system who have been systematically

suppressed from generation are leaning

towards the exploiters!

Well, Dakshina Kannada has a major

port, international airport, fine beaches,

cuisine and almost everything that should

be conducive for  tourism. To the south

with similar facilities, we have Kerala and

to the north there is Goa. In between are

the three districts Uttara Kannada, Udupi

and Dakshina Kannada. Well Uttara

Kannada can be said to be under the

shadow of Goa. But the undivided

Dakshina Kannada can be said to be under

that of communalism! What are the

industries that we have? How much of

employment have they generated? While

the classic tile, cashew, coffee curing

industries are either dead or shifted to

nearer the places of their production, the

only industry that can be said be thriving

is the education industry. Other than this

is the real estate business in which the

investment, rather the speculation seems

to be thriving. However, this business is

mainly dependent on rising prices and the

bubble is likely to burst at any time. The

education business as of now is getting its

customers from Kerala. The business from

North India has dried up and it will not be

long before Kerala too follows suit.

The software industry has never found

a strong base here and the largest of them,

Infosys seems to be looking more of a real

estate business opportunity here than its

main line of operation. The medical

tourism seems to be another line of

business linked to the seat racket of

medical education. But there have been

complaints about the thriving medical

mafia in both the fields. Well, who is to

take the blame for it? We who allowed

the communal elements to flourish,

utilized the local communal gang to evict

the tenant when the real estate prices shot

up, we who paid haftas to them for

‘protection’, we who took their ‘discrete’

help to settle business disputes have

encouraged them to become what they are

today. We who gave them the business of

providing ‘security’, are all equally

responsible for the buildup of these gangs.

There is a flourishing drug racket,

suppression of trade union activity, sand

mafia and every single illegal racket under

these gangs. The gambling dens, loan

sharks, the video games are all under their

control.

As it is we are on the decline and

hardly anything seems to be stopping this.

A major commercial hub, a business hot

spot, mother of banking industry is on its

decline. Is there any hope? Hope so. It all

lies on how we are going to arrest the

decline and regain our past glory! With

the ascent of the communal forces and

rising divisions, I sincerely hope that for

the generations to come let there be hope

for the future. I sincerely wish that my

gloomy predictions for the future be

proved wrong!n

 It all lies on how

we are going to

arrest the decline

and regain our past

glory! With the

ascent of the

communal forces

and rising divisions,

I sincerely hope

that for the

generations to

come let there be

hope for the future.
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Who is your pick this time? In the 2018 assembly election, BJP won all but
one of the eight assembly seats in Dakshina Kannada district and all five seats

in Udupi district. What could be the score in this inning?

WHO?WHO?
Time to decide.Time to decide.

Karnataka Election 2023Karnataka Election 2023
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O
ver time, the Swatantra Party,

Communist Party of India and

Praja Socialist Party  all of which

had small pockets of influence; faded away

or merged with other political

formulations. While the Congress has had

a strong presence in the district since

independence, the BJP established its

position after its first election in 1983. The

BJP has won the Dakshina Kannada Lok

Sabha seat in every election since 1989.

The party has won the Sullia assembly seat

since 1994. Since the decline of the CPI,

the Ullal assembly seat has been a

Congress stronghold. Over the last three

decades, the Congress has not lost Ullal

except in 1994, when the BJP candidate

won by a very narrow margin. Apart from

Sullia and Ullal, the other six assembly

seats in D.K. district have alternated

between the Congress and BJP.

In the 2018 Karnataka election, the

BJP won all but one of the eight assembly

seats in Dakshina Kannada district. In each

of the seven seats the BJP won, the margin

of victory was over 15,000 votes. The

closest fight was in Mangalore City South,

where the margin was 15,840 votes.

Leaving Ullal, does the Congress have a

shot at reversing the BJP's dominance?

…and now:

The stage is all set for pitched poll

battle as the official notification comes on

April 13 for the 2023 Karnataka Assembly

election. The Bharatiya Janata Party which

holds the reins of power today faces a stiff

challenge by the Congress and its

combative regional leaders. The third front

is the Janata Dal-Secular which has a

history of making pacts with both the

national parties whenever there are no

clear winners is looking for another

inning.

According to the Election

Commission, there are 5.24 crore voters

in Karnataka. Dakshina Kannada district

has an electoral strength of 15.65 lakh

voters and 8 assembly constituencies

including Mangalore City North,

Mangalore City South, Mangalore

(Ullala), Belthangady, Puttur, Sullia,

Bantwal and Moodbidre. All these come

under the Dakshina Kannada Lok Sabha

constituency. The current MP of this Lok

Sabha constituency is Mr Nalin Kumar

Kateel of the BJP.

Udupi district has an electoral strength

of 9.78 lakh voters and 5 assembly

constituencies including Udupi, Karkala,

Kundapura, Byndoor and Kapu. These five

assembly constituencies are part of the

Udupi-Chikmagalur Lok Sabha

constituency. The current MP of Udupi-

Chikmagalur Lok Sabha constituency is

Srimathi Shobha Karandlaje.

What are the prospects for each of the

major parties in Election 2023? Who will

win and who will lose? The outcome is

not as certain as some people think it to

be. Here's a snapshot of the prospects of

each of the major contending parties in

DK and Udupi assembly constituencies:

MANGALORE:

This assembly constituency, named

Ullala previously, has been a Congress

stronghold for the last 70 years with the

BJP managing only one five-year term

between 1994 and 1999. The constituency

has been the fiefdom of UT Fareed and

CONSTITUENCY 2018 2023  VOTERS INCREASED

Mangaluru 1,90,361 2,00,001 9,640

Mangaluru South 2,30,351 2,39,905 9,554

Mangaluru North 2,28,025 2,42,186 14,161

Moodbidre 1,94,947 2,00,303 5,356

Bantwal 2,16,027 2,22,901 6,874

Belthangady 2,13,875 2,22,144 8,269

Puttur 1,97,923 2,08,272 10,349

Sullia 1,95,305 2,01,976 6,671

Total Voters in Udupi District:

Udupi ................................... 2,14,650

Kundapura........................... 2,07, 204

Byndoor................................ 2,32,724

Kapu...................................... 1,86,681

Karkala.................................. 1,88,410

Number of Voters increased in Dakshina Kannada District - 2018 to 2023:

UT Khader filing nomination

from Mangaluru constituency

CCCCCOOOOOVERVERVERVERVER     STSTSTSTSTORORORORORYYYYY
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his son UT Khader with only slight

changes in between. Muslims form a

majority 56% of the population here with

Hindus and Christians accounting for 34%

and 9% respectively. Real improvements

are visible in the constituency with new

concrete roads, a new government

hospital, an underground drainage under

construction and lower crime rates.

Khader and his father before him have

carefully nurtured this constituency,

paying attention to the needs of not only

the Muslims but also those of other

communities as well. This time too UT

Khader of the Congress is likely to be the

winning candidate here even though the

BJP and the JD(S) can be expected to put

up a strong fight. But there is a twist in

the tale in the form of the SDPI, which is

reportedly going to put up their own

candidate for this constituency. If they do

so then some division in votes, which may

affect the Congress adversely, can be

expected.

MANGALORE SOUTH :

This is a constituency that was

dominated by the Congress for 40 years

and thereafter changed hands to the BJP

for the next 30 years with only one stint

of J R Lobo of the Congress in between.

The richest constituency in Dakshina

Kannada, it is the heartbeat of the district.

The constituency is home to the city's

retail trade, construction industry, prime

medical facilities, leading hotels, long

standing educational institutions and high

net worth houses. Voters in this

constituency are better educated and more

prosperous compared to the other seven

assembly constituencies of Dakshina

Kannada. There is also a fine mix of

religious hues with Hindu, Christian and

Muslim communities well represented.

Hindu upper caste domination in the

constituency has given an edge to the BJP

in the last few elections. The BJP,

Congress and JDS got 53%, 43% and

0.47% of the votes respectively in the 2018

election. This is in contrast to the election

in 2013 when the Congress candidate  J R

Lobo was the winner. This time too the

Congress will be fielding  J R Lobo to

take on the sitting BJP candidate

Vedavyas Kamath. The JD(S) is fielding

Sumathi Hegde, though going by past

trends her chances are slim. The outcome

of this year's contest is not a foregone

conclusion in this high profile

constituency. With no major outstanding

demand from the electorate it looks like

the battle will be decided on the strength

of loyalty to party ideology and image of

central leaders. But Vedavyas Kamath of

the BJP will be in no mood to give up the

seat which he won for his party in 2018.

By synchronizing his work with that of

J R Lobo

Vs

Vedavyas Kamath

UT Khader

Vs

Sathish Kumpala

Vedavyas Kamath  holds roadshow

ahead of filing nomination

JR Lobo roadshow ahead

of filing nomination
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the Mangalore Corporation (also under the

control of his party) and the Smart City

Project, Kamath has been working hard

to win over even more of the electorate in

his constituency.  Kamath says he has got

about Rs 4750 crores worth of projects

approved for Mangalore, 75% of which

have already been completed, including

concretizing of roads, expanding parking

facilities, renovating water tanks, sports

stadiums and markets. J R Lobo will be

relying on his clean image as a bureaucrat

and legislator to woo voters. He cities his

work with the Pilikula Nisarga Dhama and

Kadri Park as highlights of his tenure as

legislator. His accessibility and people-

friendly image is sure to make him a

formidable opponent for  Vedavyas

Kamath.

MANGALORE-NORTH :

An interesting fight is on the cards in

the Mangalore North constituency.

Previously known as Surathkal

constituency, it has regularly alternated

between the Congress and the BJP for the

last 30 years. And since the current

incumbent is a BJP man, the Congress must

be fancying its chances here this time.

Among all constituencies Mangalore North

is perhaps the most complicated. It is a huge

work area for the district, hosting one of

the largest petrochemical installations in the

country. The Panambur Port and

Bikampady Industrial Estate also fall in this

constituency. But its social tensions lend it

an uncertain electoral future. A key housing

area for the Muslim community, Surathkal

has seen increasing tussle for dominance

in the recent years. Memories of unsavoury

incidents still linger and this could affect

electoral outcomes.

Victory is by no means certain for the

two major national parties as regional

parties like the JD(S) and sub-regional

outfits like the SDPI can be effective vote

gatherers. Refusing ticket to former MLA,

Moideen Bawa, Congress has chosen

Inayat Ali who is a grassroots level worker

having risen from the NSUI and groomed

by leaders such as Oscar Fernandes and

D K Shivakumar. Bidding good bye to the

Congress, Mohiuddin Bava decided join

JD(S) and fight the election. Inayat Ali

will have a formidable challenge in Bharat

Shetty of the BJP, the incumbent MLA.

Bharat is a popular youth leader of the

BJP and won the seat with a large margin

of 12,000 votes in 2018. Will history

repeat itself with a change of party at the

helm or will Bharat Shetty bring the laurels

to the BJP?

MOODBIDRE:

Two interesting personalities hail from this

constituency – Amarnath Shetty of the

JD(S) and Abhaychandra Jain of the

Congress. The fight was earlier between

Bharath Shetty

Vs

Inayat  Ali

Umanatha Kotian

Vs

Mithun Rai

Inayat Ali -door-to-door campaign

Dr Bharath shetty file nomination with mega roadshow
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these two, with  Jain managing to show

his prowess by retaining the seat for nearly

twenty years continuously between 1999

and 2018. However the BJP managed to

come up trumps for the first time in 2018

with the candidature of Umanatha Kotian.

This time around Abhaychandra Jain is

stepping aside to make way for his prodigy

Mithun Rai, who had unsuccessfully

challenged Nalin Kumar Kateel for the

Dakshina Kannada Lok Sabha seat in 2019

to contest from the seat. The constituency

itself has a large mix of Hindu

communities and is much less polarized

than the others in the region. Kotian has

projected himself as a secular leader and

will be striving to retain the 22,000 vote

margin victory he gained in 2018.

Moodbidre is a crucial component of

Dakshina Kannada’s economy as the

National Highway runs through this taluk.

It is also highly literate and has well

developed small scale industries.  Mithun

Rai will need the full backing of his party

and Abhaychandra Jain to wrest the

constituency back from Umanatha Kotian

and the BJP. Another interesting candidate

here is Dr Amarashree, the daughter of

the JD(S) heavyweight Late Amarnath

Shetty, who will be hoping for an

emotional connect with voters on behalf

of the JD(S).

BANTWAL:

The Congress leader Ramanath Rai

has dominated the politics of Bantwal since

1985. However, the BJP has managed to

wrest the constituency from the Congress

twice in the last three decades and  Rajesh

U Naik of the BJP is the current

incumbent. Both these candidates have

been retained for the 2023 battle and Rai

who will turn 71 this year knows that this

may be his last battle. His loss to  Rajesh

Naik in 2018 was with a margin of 15,000

votes and this must still rankle in his mind.

Will his towering personality be enough

to defeat the ideological strength of the

BJP this time around?

Everyone who follows Dakshina

Kannada politics will be watching the

battle keenly to know the answer to that

question. Electorally an extension of the

politics of Puttur, the Bantwal region is a

rich agricultural belt that sees its fortunes

rise and fall with its agriculture. Like

Puttur, no new industrial investments have

been made here and the non-agricultural

population depends either on small retail

employment or moves to Mangalore,

Bangalore, Mumbai or the Gulf in search

of its fortunes. However, here too,

polarization has ensured that people vote

not for their economic well-being but for

ideological preferences. A large minority

population in this constituency, the highest

among the eight assembly constituencies,

makes the contest here interesting but

uncertain.

Rajesh Naik

Vs

Ramanath Rai

Ramanath Rai roadshow

Rajesh U Naik roadshow
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BELTHANGADY:

This assembly constituency is unique

in that it has been an almost personal fight

between the family of the Gowdas and the

family of the Bangerasfor more than 30

years. Subsequently the fight also became

an internecine warfare between two

Bangera brothers Vasantha and Prabhakar

who stood on either side of the ideological

divide. However, the BJP opted to field

an entirely new face in 2018 and their call

proved correct when Harish Poonja

romped home for the party. This time the

Congress has decided to make a complete

break from the past and has fieldeda new

face in Rakshith Shivaram. The 39-year

old  Rakshith is a young, rising leader of

the party. He is also the nephew of

Congress heavyweight B K Hariprasad.

A lawyer by profession he is a State

General Secretary of the Congress. The

defending candidate Mr Poonjaof the BJP

is a son of the soil and is also a young

face in politics. He defeated his nearest

rival by over 22,000 votes in 2018 and

will be fancying his chances against the

newcomer Rakshith in this elections.

Predominately Hindu, the Belthangady

taluk is a forgotten corner of the Dakshina

Kannada district and is crying for

development. Some of these pleas of the

voters will surely reflect in the elections

of 2023. Harish Poonja will be playing

his son-of-Belthangady card while

Rakshith will be promising development

for the constituency with his ties to the

top leadership of the Congress.

PUTTUR:

The Puttur constituency is a stronghold

of the BJP and the Congress managed to

extricate it from their grasp in 2013 only

by fielding a rebel BJP candidate

Shakuntala Shetty. However, the BJP

wrested back the seat in

2018 with the

candidature of  Sanjeeva

Matandoor, a former

District President of BJP

in Dakshina Kannada

and a man who rose

through the co-operative

movement. This time,

however, the BJP found itself in a tight

Harish Poonja

Vs

Rakshith Shivaram

Asha T. Gowda

vs

Ashok Kumar Rai

Arun Puttila

spot with highly objectionable videos and

photos of Matandoor circulating on the

internet just before the announcement of

candidates. The party quickly replaced the

candidate for the seat and Asha Thimmappa

Gowda, a former President of the DK

ZillaParishad will now enter battle to try

and retain the seat for the BJP. But though

Matandoor managed to win Puttur with a

massive lead of over 19,000 votes in 2018,

the task of  Gowda will not be easy as the

Congress has fielded a heavy weight

candidate against her. Ashok Kumar Rai,

a prominent businessman and associated

with the BJP for several years is expected

to be the favourite for the seat. But the

Congress is not without rebellion in its

Ashok Kumar Rai roadshow

Rakshith Shivaram roadshow
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ranks. Puttur Women Block Congress

Committee president Sharada Urs said that

the committee members will resign en-mass

if the Congress did not give the ticket to

former MLA T Shakuntala Shetty. There

was even talk of Ms. Shetty being urged to

contest as an Independent candidate.

Meanwhile, Arun Puttila of the BJP,

another aspirant for the BJP Puttur ticket

was weighing his chances of entering the

fray as an independent.

Highly polarized and keenly political,

this constituency has produced many

leaders in the past for both the major

national parties. It has grave problems of

road connectivity, urban development,

unemployment and uncertain agricultural

production. No new industrial or service

sector investment has come into the area

in the recent past. Even tourism investment

has been confined to Temple tourism. The

youth of the constituency are regularly

leaving for better prospects in Bangalore,

Mumbai and the Gulf. But current electoral

battles have rarely been fought on the basis

of these economic difficulties.

This time too the battle is likely to be

more ideological and high decibel noise can

be expected from the nooks and corners of

the constituency. An interesting entry into

the fight is the SDPI candidate Shafi

Bellare, who is an accused in the murder

of BJP worker Pravin Nettur, and is

currently in jail. Also in the fray is Divya

Prabha of the JD(S) who was formerly with

the Congress.

SULLIYA:

This is an SC constituency and the BJP

will be fancying its chances for an easy

victory here, having retained the seat

continuously from 1994 to 2023.

Surprisingly, the BJP has dropped its

famous candidate  Angara, who has won

from here for the last twenty years.

Angara, who is also a minister was shocked

at the turn of events and expressed his

displeasure vocally to the press. He

wondered whether he had been dropped as

he was not capable of lobbying. Angara,

however, retracted his statements

subsequently and said he would campaign

for the new BJP candidate. The BJP has

chosen to go with Mrs Bhagirathi Murulya,

who began life as a daily wage labourer.

The Congress however has its own

problems in this constituency. When it

announced G Krishnappa as its official

candidate there was immediate rebellion in

the form of one of the hopefuls for the

ticket, H M Nandakumar, who expressed

his determination of standing as an

independent in the constituency. With two

new faces in the fray the contest in Sullia

SC is expected to be of great interest.

Bhagirathi Murulya

Vs

G Krishnappa

BJP Puttur ticket aspirant Arun Puttila

entered the fray as an independent

Congress ticket aspirant Divya Prabha contest from JD(S)

Bhagirathi Murulya filing nomination
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UDUPI

The historic Udupi assembly

constituency has been represented in the

past by stalwarts such as T APai,

Manorama Madhwaraj and V S Acharya.

But it has always seen fierce struggles

between the BJP and the Congress. In 2018

the BJP‘s Raghupati Bhat wrested the seat

from Pramod Madhwaraj of the Congress

and was confident of going to battle in 2023

also. Much to his shock he has been denied

a ticket and the BJP will be fielding a new

face in YashpalSuvarna, an OBC leader

from the coast. Ironically,  Suvarna is

somewhat of a prodigy of  Raghupathi Bhat.

But since  Bhat is a Brahmin and the BJP

wanted to broadbase their candidate list to

include more OBCs, Suvarna got the nod.

Suvarna is also the face of the right wing

opposition to the wearing of hijab in

colleges. With  Pramod Madhwaraj having

switched to the BJP recently, the Congress

had no choice but to field a new face.

Prasadraj Kanchan, hailing from a political

family and an automobile entrepreneur is

the choice of the Congress for Udupi.

Interestingly he is from the same

Mogaveera community as Yashpal

Suvarna. With two new faces battling it

out the final outcome is anybody’s guess.

The JD(S) will be fielding Dakshath R

Shetty in Udupi and the SDPI is also

reportedly planning a candidate for Udupi.

KARKALA

One of the most

keenly watched

contests in 2023 will

be the fight for

Karkala. Currently

held by the fast rising

Sunil Kumar of the

BJP, who has been

elected in 2013 and in 2018 from the same

constituency, the seat will witness the

candidature of the firebrand Pramod

Muthalik of the Rashtriya Hindu Sena (Sri

Rama Sene), which is also a right wing

affiliate of the BJP. Muthalik says he is

forced to enter electoral politics to protect

Hindutva and Karkala is the right place

for this as this taluk has seen the maximum

number of cow thefts. Though Sunil

Kumar won convincingly in 2018 with a

margin of over 42,000 votes, he risks

losing some of the votes to Muthalik who

is contesting in electoral politics for the

first time. This will be good news for the

Congress which has fielded Uday Shetty

Muniyal, whose candidature was one of

Prasadraj Kanchan

Vs

Yashpal Suvarna

Sunil Kumar

Vs

Uday Shetty

Pramod

Muthalik

Yashpal Suvarna at Malpe port
Prasadraj Kanchan filing nomination

Sunil Kumar door-to-door campaign
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last to be decided by his party. Sunil

Kumar who is now a Minister in the

Bommai government, will of course not

be sparing any effort to overcome the twin

challenges he faces. Also in the fray will

be Srikanth Kochchur of the JD(S).

KAUP

KUNDAPURA

Another interesting fight is shaping up

in the Kundapura Assembly constituency

where the BJP has surprisingly decided

to drop  Halady Srinivas Shetty, who has

been winning this seat since 1999. The

new face for the BJP here will be  Kiran

Kumar Kodgi. BJP circles say that  Halady

had voluntarily withdrawn his candidature

in favour of  Kodgi. With a new face in

the BJP the Congress will fancy its chances

this time around. Their candidate is

Dinesh Hegde, former President of the

Molahalli Panchayat. The JD(S) is also in

the fray with  Ramesh Kundapura.

BYNDOOR

Public greets Vinay Kumar

Sorake after filing

nomination from Kapu

Vinay Kumar Sorake

Vs

G. Suresh Shetty

The Kaup Assembly constituency will

also see a new face for the BJP in  Gurme

Suresh Shetty who replaces three time

winner Lalaji Mendon. The Kaup seat is

a historic one for the BJP as it had wrested

this for the first time from the Congress

in 2018 defeating no less than the

heavyweight Vinay Kumar Sorake.

Sorake is a secretary of the AICC, the

highest decision making body of the

Congress and is also a former This will

be a prestigious fight for him as he battles

to regain the seat from the BJP. What

makes the fight more interesting is that

Gurme Suresh Shetty is an ex-Congress

man who had left the party only in 2013.

The JD(S) has named  Sabina Samad as

its candidate for Kaup.

Kiran Kumar Kodgi

Vs

Dinesh Hegde

Another surprise omission from the

BJP candidates list of 2023 is the sitting

MLA of Byndoor B M Sukumara Shetty.

Sukumara Shetty, who claims to be a priest

by profession, had lost to Gopal Poojary

of the Congress in 2013, but managed to

defeat him in 2018 and was hopeful of

being retained this time too. However, the

BJP has decided to bring in a fresh face

and has given the ticket to Gururaj

Gantihole who is low profile and comes

from an RSS background. No reason has

been forwarded by the party for the denial

of the seat to  Sukumara Shetty.  Gopal

Poojary, who is a past Chairman of

KSRTC will once again do battle for the

Congress against the new BJP entrant.

Gururaj Gantihole

Vs

Gopal Poojary

Kiran Kumar Kodgi submit

nomination from Kundapura
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Poojary, who is a well-known face in the

constituency and is fondly called Badavara

Bandu is expected to prove a handful for

the BJP in its attempt to retain the seat.

The JD(S) has chosen a minority face

Mansoor Ibrahim to represent it.

Aam Aadmi Party:

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which

has emerged as a national party in the last

10 years, will contest the elections across

the country this time and the list of

candidates for five seats in Dakshina

Kannada district has already been

announced. Santhosh Kamath from

Mangaluru South, Sandeep Shetty from

North, Sumana Bellarkar from Sullia,

Vijaya Vathalanath Shetty from

Moodabidri and Dr. B.K. Vishukumar

Gowda from Puttur are the candidates. If

AAP succeeds, it will undermine support

for Congress, but the evidence so far

suggests that it will struggle to make

headway in rural areas where elections are

decided.

Social Democratic Party of

India:

The Social Democratic Party of India

(SDPI) has also decided to field six

candidates in the twin coastal districts of

Dakshina Kannada and Udupi in the 2023

Assembly elections in Karnataka, to make

its presence felt in the region. SDPI has

fielded five candidates in Dakshina

Kannada district including Shafi Bellare,

an accused in the BJYM leader Praveen

Nettaru murder case, from Puttur

constituency.

In Mangaluru, SDPI has nominated its

national secretary Riyaz Farangipete,

while another secretary Elyaz Mohammed

Thumbe has been fielded from Bantwal.

Two former ministers from Congress, U

T Khader and B Ramanath Rai, are

contesting from these seats. Other

candidates in Dakshina Kannada are Akbar

Ali (Belthangady) and Alfonso Franko

from Moodbidri. Haneef Mooloor,

contesting from Kaup, is the party’s sole

candidate in Udupi district.

What then are the top issues

of the electorate going into a

major Assembly election?

A recent survey concluded that

Unemployment, Inflation and Corruption

are the top three woes of the electorate in

Dakshina Kannada. Though this could

mean a significant anti-incumbency for the

BJP, since all three factors are usually

attributed to the government in power, the

BJP is confident that it can swing voters

to its side as many of the Central Schemes

including Universal banking, Universal

Health and free food grains has percolated

to the lowest sections of society.

Analysts and political experts stated

that there is a tremendous amount of anti-

incumbency in the state and the ‘40%

sarkar’ (40% commission as bribe alleged

by contractors) allegations have damaged

the current BJP government’s credibility.

Mohandas Pai, ex-CFO of Infosys and

currently of Manipal Group, an ardent

corporate supporter of the BJP, publicly

called this government as known for ‘the

most corrupt, ineffective and bad

governance’ Karnataka ever had.

The Congress party is going hammer

and tongs with its accusations of

corruption against the highest levels of the

government. The party is confident that

people perceive this government to be

humungously corrupt and are yearning for

change. Will the Corruption issue affect

SDPI rally in  Puttur
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the prospects of the ruling party candidates

in Dakshina Kannada? The answer is yes

and no. It must be noted that none of the

ruling party candidates in the coastal

constituencies are likely to carry

corruption allegations against them.

Therefore voters are unlikely to vote

against them on this count. However,

some amount of negative votes

representing anger against corruption at

the government level in Bengaluru can be

expected.

While these may be the top of the mind

problems of the electorate in Dakshina

Kannada and Udupi, several unattended

local issues could also cause swings in

voting on the day of the elections. Added

to this is always the X-factors in any

election today: religious polarization and

the fan following for central leaders. The

BJP has always considered the twin

districts as bastions of Hinduism and has

tried its best to get all the major Hindu

castes into its fold. The Congress, while

appealing on the basis of secularism, is

also adept at exploiting caste fissures,

much to the chagrin of the BJP. The BJP

will also be relying on the charisma of

Prime Minister Modi to its advantage. In

the present times nobody matches the cult

like following that Narendra Modi

inspires. This sentiment of hero worship

is such that the voter in Dakshina Kannada

feels that he is directly voting for his/her

hero when he votes for a particular party.

Thus a person who wants to see Modi

as his Prime Minister will vote for the

BJP regardless of who is the candidate of

that party in Mangalore or Puttur. And

regardless of whether it is a Lok Sabha

election or a State Assembly Election. The

Opposition parties are unable to match the

persona of Modi to attract votes for the

assembly elections. This is important as

voters tend to even overlook discomforts

like high inflation, poor infrastructure or

even corruption to vote for their heroes.

Another factor that may well decide

the fate of several candidates is money

power. The use of money in elections was

always high but has now reached

monstrous proportions. It is estimated that

the average candidate in a constituency in

Dakshina Kannada would have to spend

atleast Rs 50 crores to be in with a chance

to be a winning candidate. This includes

campaigning expenses as well as

unaccounted freebies to voters. This kind

of money requirement keeps all but the

wealthy moneybags out of the race. Major

parties fund their candidates almost fully

while smaller parties with smaller kitties

must look for candidates who can bring

in such resources on their own. Unlike

voters in other districts the educated voters

of Dakshina Kannada are unlikely to be

swayed by largesse from parties. But the

thinking of the parties is that every little

bit helps. 

For the legislators of the coastal

district and their enthusiastic supporters

the 13th of May will determine their fate

and position for another five years. Will

they be sitting in government or would

they have to content being opposition

leaders? The voters’ decision will be

final.n                              - By SENNA

Vedavyas Kamath door-to-door campaign

Sullia candidate G Krishnappa taking blessings from former union minister and veteran

Congressman B Janardhana Poojary, a prominent Billava leader.
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By BHAMY V. SHENOY

“
Consumer is the King.” This slogan

is mentioned only when we

celebrate World Consumer Rights

Day or National Consumer Day and then

forgotten. In reality, consumers are taken

for a ride while buying goods or services

most of the time. Are our elected

representatives concerned that consumers

have problems?

While seeking government services,

we are expected to be treated as

MASTERS, but we get the treatment as

servants. Is there any use complaining to

our elected representatives? Why are our

elected representatives indifferent to our

needs? They are decent, god fearing

human beings like us and want to be nice

to their constituents. But they have to

worry about their needs first.

Most of them with few exceptions get

elected by spending enormous amount to

buy votes. Once elected they have to get

back their returns. Can we blame them?

We elected them either by voting or by

neglecting to vote. By neglecting or

avoiding politics, we have allowed it to

get “dirty” and then blame politicians. Are

we justified in blaming our leaders? In

democracy the most sacred duty of every

citizen is to vote. But we have betrayed

ourselves by being indifferent. To change

this old and deeply ingrained traditions of

betrayal (wrongly voting or not voting at

all), we need to get the involvement of

youths.

Youths should be encouraged to come

forward to get involved in nation building

activity. They should find out why we end

up getting corrupt leaders, who are

responsible and what can be done. To start

with they can consider the following three

strategies.

1. Once the election is declared, they

should go from house to house to urge

people to vote. In urban areas where

middle class and elite live, voting

percentage is less than 50 to 55%. Youths

should aim for 95%.

2. It is well known that candidates

spend crores to buy votes. They promise

all kinds of freebies. As a result there is

no needed funds for important priorities

like education, health, water, safe road,

etc. On the eve of voting day, they

distributing alcohol. Youths should collect

information on such illegal activities of

cash handouts and alcohol distribution to

the attention of authorities.

3. Youths should make special efforts

to educate less informed people on what

criteria to use to vote. They should inform

the voters that they should prefer

candidates based on their parties’ policies,

and not based on caste, religion, ethnicity,

language etc. Honesty, competence,

concern and actual social work done for

the society, etc should be the criteria to

elect candidates. While it is easy to talk

about the above three strategies, how to

implement them is not easy. That is where

comes the creativity of Youths.

Let us look at two examples of how

Youths could make a difference.

A Swedish young girl Greta Thunberg

at the age of 15 decided to demand for

stronger action on climate change by

sitting in front of her Parliament every

Friday by holding a sign reading “School

strike for climate”. It took two years

before elected leaders took notice of her.

Today she is admired as a great

environmental activist and has succeeded

in promoting strategies to fight climate

change at the international level. Another

example is of 15 Danish boys during the

second world War. They took the initiative

to form a Churchill Club to sabotage the

efforts of Hitler's army and succeeded in

getting their country to change the policy

and to fight against Hitler. Unbelievable,

but a true story.

Our Youths given the encouragement

can also do what is considered as

impossible today. They can come up with

plans to promote more middle class, elite

and literate to vote. They can collect

information on who gets cash handouts

and report such unlawful activities to the

authorities. They should join the efforts

of our DC to ensure free and fair election.

To promote the involvement of youths,

Activists/NGOs should visit colleges and

interact with the students to motivate them

to get involved to ensure free and fair

election. Like Thunberg, Danish youths

during the second world war, and scores

of unsung heroes all over the world, City’s

youths should take the lead where their

elders have failed all these years. Let us

make a beginning.n

(Author an IIT alumnus, walked the

talk by contesting in two assembly

elections for Chamaraja

Constituency, Mysuru in 1989 and

1994)

Activists, NGOs should take interest to ensure

Free & Fair Election
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I
N THE WHOLE RANGE OF

English novels, there is no

more comic character than

Charles Dickens' immortal Mr.

Micawber. A. C. Ward sums it up

well when he observes, "A kindlier

and merrier, a more humorous and a

more generous character, was never

conceived than this."

"David Copperfield "(1850) was

a famous and widely read novel of

Charles Dickens, depicting English

society during the peak period of the

Industrial Revolution. Labour

exploitation, child labour and slums

were rampant in the industrial cities

of England. Charles Dickens was an

eyewitness to this pathetic condition.

It's believed that "David

Copperfield'" is an autobiographical

account by Charles Dickens. The

critics are of the opinion that Charles

Dickens has endeavoured to paint the

traits of his own father (John

Dickens) in the character of. Mr.

Micawber.

Mr. Micawber is introduced as

the landlord of David Copperfield when

he is placed by his stepfather in the

warehouse of Murdstone and Grinby.

David recalls his first meeting with Mr.

Micawber thus: "I went in and found there

a stoutish, middle-aged person in a brown

shirt, black tights and shoes, with a bald

head and a very extensive face, which he

turned full upon me. His clothes were

shabby, and he carried a jaunty sort of

stick." By the description itself, we can

imagine the comical personality of Mr.

Micawber.

Mr. Micawber was a very generous

and helpful person. Dickens humourously

says, "He is concerned about everything

except his own family affairs." He is

always in debt. But he was a great

optimist. He is always waiting for

something to turn up. But things went from

bad to worse. He was put in the debtors'

prison. He was later released under the

insolvency laws.

He then joins Mr. Wickfield’s office

as Uriah Heep's assistant. Soon,

Micawber finds Uriah Heep to be a

criminally minded person. So he carefully

collects evidence against Uriah Heep and

puts it forward before the Board of

Directors, exposing Uriah Heep. As a

reward for exposing Uriah Heep, Mr.

Micawber is allowed to migrate to

Australia with his family. So something

really did turn up for Mr. Micawber to

live a peaceful life in Australia.

This, in short, is the role of Mr.

Micawber in the novel. Mr. Micawber

was a pious and loveable person. He didn't

have evil intentions or bad

motives. He always tried to help

others. He was very considerate

towards David Copperfield.

Indeed, money troubles aside, he

was an exceptionally good family

man. He loved his wife and

children very much. Not cutting

his coat according to cloth,

Micawber was not very strict

about money matters. As a result,

he had to suffer many financial

problems and even had to go to

prison for nonpayment of debt.

Mr. Micawber was a great

optimist. He always believed

something would definitely turn

up. He is the type of a whole race

of men who will not vanish from

the earth so long as there is hope.

Mr. Micawber is a great comic

character, second only to

Shakespeare's Falstaff. His sense

of humour comes to the rescue in

the most trying of circumstances.

He never loses hope but radiates

joy and happiness all around.

Mr. Micawber is one of Dickens’

greatest creations. It may be said that, in

spite of his weaknesses, Mr. Micawber has

gone down in the history of English novels

as an immortal character like Mr. Pickwick.

We may condemn him for his easygoing,

lazy disposition, but we can't help loving

him all the same. Micawber was a simple-

minded person, always at the handgrip of

sordid poverty, always having his ups and

downs, but always blessed with cheery and

endearing optimism, which he has

crystallised into a phrase that has become

part of our daily speech: "Waiting for

something to turn up."

Mr. Micawber - The Great Optimist
SRINIVAS KAMATH analyses comic character created by Charles Dickens

Surathkal Srinivas Kamath,

Mangalore is a regular

contributor to Mangalore Today
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Mahabaleshwara M S who is popularly

known as the "Karnataka Bank Man" has

demitted office as the Managing Director

and CEO of Karnataka Bank on April 14

after successful completion of his second

term of three years.

Under his leadership, the Bank

completed the first phase of its most

sought-after holistic transformation

exercise ‘KBL-VIKAAS’ to re-position

the Bank as ‘Big, Strong and Vibrant’ &

the ‘Digital Bank of Future’ in the years

to come.

The Bank has surpassed "Rupees One

Lakh Forty Eight Thousand Crore

Business” and also achieved a milestone

of more than 13 million customers under

his able leadership.

Further,  the Bank had also won record

number of Awards and Accolades during

his tenure in the area of Banking

Technology, financial Inclusion, MSME

lending, Customer Service, HR practices,

Fair business practices etc. Bank has also

scripted a new chapter in Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR) by funding good

number of projects under Education,

Healthcare and Environmental

sustainability to earn the title of a Socially

Responsible Bank.

Mahabaleshwara M. S, has been

‘Karnataka Bank man’ for the last 39 years

and has rich banking experience, both at

operational and administrative levels.

In his bidding address,

Mahabaleshwara M.S said, “I am proud

to say that Karnataka Bank is not just

another commercial bank but a socio

economic movement that has been

instrumental in transforming the lives of

millions. It is a historic moment in the

Mahabaleshwara M S

Exemplary Banker
Mahabaleshwara M S retires as Managing Director and CEO of Karnataka Bank after glorious

two terms marked by remarkable achievement.

100 years journey of the Bank. We have

been able to institutionalize a culture of

excellence and creating new benchmark

of performance." "During the last four to

five quarters a new benchmark of

performance has been created in various

fundamentals and they have been the best

ratios for the Bank in the last 100 years,"

he said.

"Going forward we have to create new

benchmarks for the industry signifying the

emergence of a new KBL. Up skilling

ourselves and adopting to new changes

sweeping the banking industry, is the new

mantra for Banking Industry," he said

adding that priority has to be given to the

three pillars of Governance, Compliance

and Risk Management, which shall be the

driving force in generating sustainable and

consistent business for the Bank.

He also thanked each and everyone for

their support and co-operation during his

tenure. 

Consequent upon the retirement of

Mahabaleshwara M.S, Sekhar Rao, the

present Executive Director has  assumed

charge as interim MD & CEO of the Bank

effective from April 15, 2023.
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MANGALORE  TODAY  CROSSWORD

Weep Not
I tell you my friend

On your knees you bend

Begging for a miracle

What a vain request

Quitting ain't the answer

For a deal signed in heaven

Missing that bus didn't save you

As it just goes round the block

Get up my friend

If on your knees you must be

Let it be in praise and Glory

It's the best bet that you have

Quitting won't free you

No escape you will find

What you plead to be freed from

Will return to find you

Cheer up my friend

Gravity just fooling you

This journey ain't forever

There's happiness waiting for you

Energy Savers
They're everywhere, and all around us

They  know all the answers to the world problems 

But sigh how can one man make a difference 

Maybe if they were younger and in a stronger place

But alas they were neither nor ever will be

They have many dreams, and that's where they remain

It's not easy you know and the risks are too steep

It's easier to watch others make mistakes and exclaim 

How they would have done it better and improved

If only they had been given this opportunity you have

They're everywhere,  at every corner tea shop 

Whiling away good hours in the hope of a listening ear

To tell of their great past and all the things they'd done

Yet If asked of what they'd achieved they have many lame excuses 

Because how would the world understand how difficult it was then

They tell you of their glorious Heritage which they did nothing to deserve 

Forgetting that in their youth they disregarded everything they were taught

The world is too busy to stop and listen to whining and lamenting 

You had your chance and you blew it and making even less difference now

What a sad wasted life of one who refused to encash on the beauty of life

By MOLLY PINTO
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29 Solutions on page no. 47

ACROSS

1. Amiable, obliging (11)

6. Sun umbrella (7)

9. Bunk (3)

12. Sputnik (9)

14. Mend (6)

15. Dim-witted (4)

16. Covered tart (3)

17. Void (4)

18. Snaffle (3)

19. Money-exchange business (4)

20. headgear (3)

22. Black wood (4)

24. Pennant (6)

25. Brain-teaser (9)

27. Equal score (3)

28. Never growing old (7)

29. European (11)

DOWN

2. Mountain heights (6)

3. Speak rhythmically (4)

4. Aroma (5)

5. Beginner (10)

7. Disgusting (9)

8. Pole with blade (3)

9. Azure (4)

10. Industry (9)

11. Go downhill (10)

13. Prepare for publication (4)

16. Apple seed (3)

18. Strap (4)

20. Fruit of fine (4)

21. Wail (6)

23. Constructed (5)

24. Virus (3)

26. Uproar (4)
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R
ECENT OSCAR WINNER

documentary 'The Elephant

Whisperers' brings to India and

the people a welcome maiden joy.  The

Golden statue won for Best Documentary

Short film at the 95th Academy Awards

in March 2023, a maiden victory for India

in the category. The film's director Kartiki

Gonsalves and producer Guneet Monga

gleefully went up on stage to receive the

golden statue. Mangaluru and the region

stands proud, it manages to stand out in

many a field from time to time in amazing

ways,  it is not a chance but a design

between its people and super powers  for

sure;  behold you find it among the

illustrious and industrious prodigies of

Mangalore spread out in greater Kanara...

and more it's people making the mark

through the wide world for

generations.  Director Kartiki Gonsalves,

it can be said is a 2K-Kid,  with clear roots

and origins on her paternal side with good

old Kudla... Mangaluru. 

The Elephant Whisperers depicts an

unbreakable bond between two abandoned

elephants and their caretakers - primordial

in outlook, has fascinated the sophisticated

world of glitter. In her acceptance speech

after getting the Oscar Golden Statuette

Kartiki Gonsalves dedicated the award to

her family and her motherland India.  The

Documentary set in the Mudumalai

National Park (Tamil Nadu), is the tale of

an orphaned elephant calf named Raghu

in the care of ethnic Bomman and Belli,

an indigenous couple, who married after

Baby elephant Raghu came into their lives.

The documentary celebrates not just the

bond that develops between them as well

as the natural beauty of their surroundings.

The Elephant Whisperers, was released

on Netflix in December 2022.  In addition

to The Elephant Whisperers, the globally

viral Naatu Naatu from SS Rajamouli's

blockbuster RRR won the Best Original

Song,  it is noteworthy that the Indian

Winners are of Tamil and Telugu

languages in the International arena! 

Mangaluru is basking in an Oscars

moment 2022-23, which will grow in the

Oscar Winner 2023

and Mangaluru Highlights 

By I J Saldanha-Shet writes about the Mangalurean roots
of Kartiki Gonsalves, the Director of the Oscar winning

"The Elephant Whisperers"
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coming weeks! There is no reason here to

gloat about this epoch making

Documentary, the Oscar Gold Award does

it all.  The director of the documentary,

Kartiki Gonsalves,  is a filmmaker and

photojournalist, her excellent work

focuses on environment, nature, wildlife

and more. Recently, in an interview, the

first-time filmmaker said that her team has

come a long way since the beginning of

2017 when they began the movie. Talking

about the making of the documentary,

Kartiki had said that it happened very

organically and there wasn't a specific

moment that made her want to start

documenting. "It was a correlation of a

lot of years of storytelling and

photography," she had said.  Indeed the

young director Kartiki has mastered the

professional arts the hard way with self

motivation, encouragement and family

support to make it to the dizzy heights

while remaining humble and down to earth

even at this pinnacle of achievement.  

'Mangalore Today' Magazine is seen

by Mangaloreans and others

worldwide  and many others;  always

eager to know and digest the close

connection of these super achievers of

Mangalore and the culture with greatness

without discrimination of language,

community, colour and all that is subaltern

and narrow. Let us go to look at the

Mangaluru/Kanara connections of

Director Kartika focusing on her paternal

side with an amazing range of connections.

Kartiki's deep paternal connections with

Mangalore can be traced even to the

700s.  Credit for providing salient

information in this regard goes wholly to

the well known Konkani Catholic

Genealogy expert and researcher, the one

and only Dr. Michael Lobo, of Bijey in

the city. So, forward let us go!

Documentary Director Kartiki's

father,  Prof. Timothy (Tim) Gonsalves

has the distinction of being the only Indian

Christian to head an Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT).  He was the Founding

Director of IIT, Mandi in Himachal, and

held this position for a whole decade from

2010 to 2020.  Forty years earlier, while

pursuing his doctoral studies at Stanford

University, California, Timothy married

Priscilla Hopkins, an American historian,

naturalist, teacher and social

entrepreneur.  Theirs was a rare instance

of a marital union of an Indian and an

American – both holders of doctorates –

who made a momentous decision to settle

permanently in India.

While Timothy was Director at IIT,

Mandi, Priscilla founded an NGO to help

the local women of the Kamand Valley in

Kartiki with her parents after

the Oscar ceremony
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Himachal Pradesh.  She also made a study

of the local wildlife, and authored a

scholarly work entitled “From Leopards

to Lizards – A Brief Introduction to the

Permanent Residents of Kamand” with a

condensed version for children entitled

“Animals of Kamand”.   Tim and Priscilla

have two daughters Danica and

Kartiki.  Both did their schooling in Ooty

(which had been for this branch of

Gonsalves family, a home for three

generations).  Both opted for adventurous

careers.  Kartiki's elder sister and only

sibling Danica possesses degrees in

Aviation Maintenance and Flight

Operations Management, and is with

Atlas Air, USA.  

Kartiki, following her graduation

with a B.Sc. degree in Design and

Visual Communications in 2007 in

Coimbatore, went on to pursue

studies in photo-journalism and

documentary film-making.  She has

worked as a photojournalist for

major international television

channels such as “Discovery” and

“Animal Planet”.   She was also one

of the first Indian women to be

selected as a Sony Imaging

Ambassador for the Sony Alpha

series as a natural history and social

documentary photographer.

Kartiki’s work tends to focus on two

major themes – natural history

(environment) and social

documentary (communities) – and

the cultural intertwining between

them.  Her films on the environment

depict the diversity of wildlife and stress

the importance of conservation.  Her films

on communities vary from features on

indigenous tribes to social documentaries

on the lives of women residing in remote

mountainous areas, such as Turtuk,

Ladakh, which is close to the “Line of

Control” between India and

Pakistan.   Kartiki would have obviously

have found it easier to empathize with the

women of Turtuk than any male in an

analogous career.  But even the men of

these remote indigenous communities are

likely to have been more responsive to

‘overtures’ from a young woman

photojournalist.  Just few years ago

Kartiki commenced a documentary on the

struggle for survival of an orphaned baby

elephant.  She had originally intended to

entitle the documentary “Sacred Bond”,

but it was eventually released with the

name “The Elephant Whisperers”.  This

short film of about 40 minutes has created

history in being the first Indian

documentary to win the Hollywood

Academy Award for “Best Documentary

Short Film”.

In her acceptance speech, Kartiki made

a reference to her elder sister Danica.  The

two sisters were born in the mid-1980s,

contemporaries with the sisters Sharon and

Freida Pinto.  Both sets of sisters share a

two-year-age difference – and both sets

of sisters have no other siblings, so they

are likely to be very close to each

other.  Interestingly Kartiki and Freida

also share the same second name – Selena

(a name deriving from the Classical Greek

word for the moon).  There is an important

distinction, however, between these two

young celebrities.  Whereas Kartiki’s

recognition was the culmination of years

of hard work, Freida was suddenly

catapulted into stardom in 2008 after the

phenomenal success of the film “Slumdog

Millionaire”.   Kartiki concluded her

award-acceptance speech by expressing

her gratitude to her motherland, India -

interestingly, India is actually the land of

her ‘forefathers’ – mainly her father’s

forefathers.

Kartiki’s paternal grandparents, both of

Mangalorean origin, belonged to families

that had settled in other parts of India.

Colonel Justin Albuquerque (1894-1964),

father of Kartiki’s grandmother, was a

doctor in the prestigious Indian

Medical Service (IMS).   Salvadore

Gonsalves (1875-1948), father of

Kartiki’s grandfather, was a lawyer

in Ooty. Colonel Justin

Albuqueqrue's niece  Claire (Beeba)

living in Mangalore,  is the  daughter

of Chev. APC Albuquerque, a well

known lawyer of Chennai,  is thus a

first cousin of Kartiki’s grandmother

Justine Frances (popularly known as

Rani).  From the Gonsalves side of

Kartiki’s family, Justice Michael

Saldanha, who served on the High

Court Bench both in Maharashtra as

well as in Karnataka.  He is a

grandson of Salvadore Gonsalves and

a first cousin of Kartiki’s father

Timothy.

Salvadore Gonsalves' (Great

Grandfather of Kartiki)  wife

Monica,  hailed from another elite

Mangalorean family.  She was the eldest

daughter of P.F.X. Saldanha (Shet) -1861-

1935, and granddaughter of A.J. Saldanha-

Shet (1815-1872), who in 1848 founded a

coffee curing factory that is said to have

been the first of its kind in Asia (prior to

its establishment, the European coffee

planters sent their produce to Britain for

processing; coffee as a beverage was little

known in India).  P.F.X. Saldanha was

initially a partner in the family coffee-curing

industry, but opted to start his own factory

in 1908 using the latest advances in

technology at the time - called

Highlands.  More generally, P.F.X.

A picture taken while Kartiki shooting

for 'The Asiactic Black Bear'
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Saldanha was one of the acknowledged

leaders of the community. He was one of

the principal founders of the Mangalore

Catholic Club in 1897.  For 10 years, from

1908 to 1918, he was a municipal

councillor.  He was also a member of the

Madras Legislative Council from 1910 –

and may have been the first Indian Catholic

M.L.C.  He also has the distinction of

being the first resident of South Kanara

District to possess a car; this is now on

display at the St Aloysius College

Museum.  

Seen here, in the old family photograph

from the year 1912, at the wedding of

P.F.X. Saldanha’s daughter Adele to Denis

Coelho, from a Mangalorean family,

employed in the government service of

British India in Bombay

Presidency.   Apart from the groom, all in

the picture are members of the family of

P.F.X. Saldanha – including his 7 children

by his first marriage and 4 by his

second.  His eldest daughter Monica was

already married and two of her daughters

are also in the picture. Monica is seated at

the extreme left.  Her husband Salvadore

Gonsalves (not in the picture) was a lawyer

at Ootacamund.   Monica is Kartiki’s great

grandmother.  At the time this picture was

taken (1912), Kartiki’s grandfather Alan

Gonsalves was not yet born.   Kartiki’s

direct paternal line of ancestry is also

worthy of note.  This Gonsalves family can

be traced back to the 18th century to an

ancestor of Kartiki’s named Nicholas

Gonsalves.  According to family lore,

Nicholas Gonsalves was such a powerful

personality of his time that the parish priest

of Milagres Church would never commence

worship until his arrival.  Nicholas

Gonsalves had one son Pascal (b 1769).  As

a young teenager he was among the

thousands taken captive to Seringapatam

by Tippu Sultan in 1784.  He survived the

15-year captivity and was among those who

returned to Mangalore in 1799, after the

death of Tipu.  Family chronicles provide

a touching story of his reunion with his

sick old mother; she was apparently spared

the captivity because of her age.

Nicholas Gonsalves (1845-1898)

married Monica Noronha at Milagres

Church on 25 November 1872, it is quite

likely that Monica would have arrived for

her nuptial ceremony seated atop a royal

elephant adorned in resplendent

finery.  And now, almost exactly 150

years after their marriage – their great-

great granddaughter Kartiki has been

awarded the Oscar for her moving

documentary on the life of an orphaned

elephant.   Young brides from these

families are likely to have come to church,

seated on an elephant – the animal being

suitably adorned for the special

occasion.  When Nicholas Gonsalves

married Monica Noronha at Milagres

Church on 25 November 1872, it is quite

likely that Monica would have arrived for

her nuptial ceremony seated atop a royal

elephant adorned in resplendent

finery.   And today – almost exactly 150

years after their marriage – their great-

great granddaughter Kartiki has been

awarded the Oscar for her moving

documentary on the life of an orphaned

elephant.  Nicholas and Monica would

undoubtedly have felt proud of this

distinction bestowed on their great-great

granddaughter.  Sadly, even their

beautiful vintage memorial slabs at

Milagres Church are no longer there to

witness Kartiki’s historic day.  Their

tombstones were among the 100 that were

destroyed in  July 2022, when the church

flooring was broken up.

Indeed, Kartiki’s award-winning

documentary strongly focuses on the

theme of compassion towards animals and

life. Kartiki has the distinction of winning

an award that no other Indian has attained

to date.  So, we are fortunate to learn

about the strong paternal connection this

award-winning Documentary Director

Kartiki Gonsalves has with Mangalru and

its ancient community. 'Mangalore Today'

Cheers and wishes well to all those who

had a role in bagging the awards and lots

of Joy to everyone. n

Inputs from Dr. Micheal Lobo

Family of Kartiki's great

grandmother Monica

Kartiki with her mother, father and sister
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By DR. G. SHREEKUMAR MENON

Mangalore city is a unique student

megapolis, due to the concentration of

intellectual capital,that play the role of key

nodes in the Indian economy, generating

momentum for innovation, proposing

disruptive ideas, thereby attracting seekers

of knowledge from all over India.Over a

span of several decades the city has

developed into a special spatial system

occupying a key place in the educational

map of India. Thousands of students

engaged in various spheres of study, their

interaction, and transformative impact

thereof on the functions, structure,

organizational mechanisms, and

institutions are propelling the transition

of thismegapolis from a systemic spatial

formation to a higher level of

development.The presence of diverse

institutions, top universities, and best

academics, has made Mangalore into one

of the best educational hubs in India.

Applying the six yardsticks: university

rankings, student mix, desirability,

employer activity, affordability, and

student view, which form the basis forthe

QS Best Student Cities ranking index,

Mangalore would be one of the top

University Cities in India.It will also be

among the top cities in India with the

highest rated student experience, which

measures students’ ratings of their city in

fields such as friendliness, ease of getting

around, and affordability. Taking all these

advantageous factors into consideration,

the next step should be the establishment

of Research-Intensive Universities.

The most exciting developments in

Artificial Intelligence (AI) are embedded

in and around research-intensive

universities, which are a prime source of

talent, discovery and innovation. The

future of AI will be shaped by a vast array

of startups, academic researchers and

students, and AI in turn willdramatically

transform how universities also

function.AI systems will decipher new

pathways to make scientific discoveries:

formulating hypotheses, designing and

running experiments, analysing data, and

deciding what kind of experiments that

need to be conducted.It is alsogoing to

pave the way for faster diagnosis of

disease, improved understanding of human

behaviour and psychology, and improved

protection against cyber-attacks. AI

systems will make new pathways to make

scientific discoveries: formulating

hypotheses, designing and running

experiments, analysing data, and deciding

what kind of experiments that are worth

pursuing.

Universities and colleges abroad have

started using AI for automating daily tasks,

digitizing workflows, developing complex

datasets, and creating dashboards to

improve their analytics.  Universities and

colleges are starting to catch up with other

industries like banking and

telecommunication in using AI to impact

key performance indicators.The use of AI

technologies in colleges and universities

will make higher education accessible to

all irrespective of where they live.

Location and time will also become

irrelevant.Universities and colleges will

become borderless. Any university or

college or even a school in Mangalore can

be accessible even to a student in the

Impact of Artificial

Intelligence and

Robotics on

Mangalore’s

Educational Hub

Impact of Artificial

Intelligence and

Robotics on

Mangalore’s

Educational Hub
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remote far-east, or Jammu & Kashmir or

Rajasthan.  Interactive machine tutors can

be matched to students for a more focused

and personalized learning experience.

Only a minority of universities in India,

currently have an AI strategy, but it will

soon become a compulsory norm in every

aspect of education.Very soon it will

become imperative that all students need

to be taught specific technical skills which

will allow them to program and interact

with Artificial Intelligence. Even every

industry is adapting and changing toward

digital transformation, hence future

employment will be only for those students

who know how to handle AI.  Presently,

AI is based on machine learning. It hunts

and detects hidden patterns in voluminous

data, extricates correlations that

would not be immediately intuitive

or comprehensible to humans, and

then using those patterns to make

appropriate decisions. By utilising

"predictive analytics," data scientists

use past patterns to predict what is

likely to happen, or how an

individual will act, in the future.

Machine learning has been used

to create Global Positioning Systems

(GPS) systems, to make translation

and voice recognition much more

accurate, to create visual digital tools

that have facial recognition abilities

or filters that create unique effects

on Snapchat or Instagram. Amazon makes

use of artificial intelligence to recommend

books, Spotify uses it to recommend

songs, and schools use the same techniques

to mould students' academic growth and

trajectories.In January 2019, the Wall

Street Journal carried an article "Colleges

Mine Data on Their Applicants." The

article explained how many colleges and

universities have started using AI to infer

prospective students' keenness in attending

their institution. Complex analytic systems

calculate the prospective student’s'

"demonstrated interest" by tracking their

interactions with institutional websites,

social media posts, and emails. For

example, AI enabled systems can monitor

how quickly prospective students check

and open emails and whether they usually

click on included links.  A large software

company, offers schools dashboards that

"summarize thousands of data points on

each student." Colleges and universities

use these "enrolment analytics" in

determining which students to reach out

to, what aspects of campus life they should

emphasize, and assessing admission

applications.Many institutionsof higher

education, increasingly rely on algorithms,

for marketing, to prospective students,

estimating class size, planning curricula,

and allocating resources such as financial

aid and facilities. The advent of humanoid

robot teachers is on the anvil!

Robot teachers have already been

introduced in Indus International School

at Hyderabad, Bangalore and Pune. The

Artificial Intelligence-enabled robots

assists teachers in the classroom and also

clear the doubts of students. The AI

enabled Eagle 2.0 humanoid robot,

dressed in formal female attireteaches

lessons in Biology, Chemistry,

Geography, History, and Physics to

Classes V to XI. It is capable of taking

queries from students, asking them

questions, and reacting to the answers she

receives. As many as 21 highly interactive

Eagle Robots are being currently used.

These robots can impart education in more

than 30 different languages, clarify doubts

by answering questions and also conduct

an instant automated assessment at the end

of the class! Even the most excellent of

teachers will not be able to accomplish

such feats.

 A big revolution is set to sweep across

the country’s educational sector, as well

as the global education scenario, as more

and more institutions take the assistance

of humanoid robots. As they can work

tirelessly and continuously, with

clockwork precision, many institutions

will start investing in these robots. This

will also lead to complete eradication of

tuition and coaching centres. Factory

assembled humanoid robotic teachers will

make a uniform standard of education

across the country a reality. All NAAC

assessments and NIRF ratings will soon

become redundant. Learn anywhere,

any institution, anytime, the standard

will be uniform in excellence and

delivery. Once laptop like teaching

robots get manufactured, ‘study from

home’ will become a reality, just like

the present popular norm of ‘work

from home’.

Students taking educational loans

and paying exorbitant fees for

studying in USA, UK, Canada and

other countries will become a thing

of the past. No more rush for

admissions, visas, hostels and

scholarships. It is going to be an

entirely different world of education.

Educational hubs like Mangalore will

have to constantly innovate as the

classrooms of tomorrow will be using

robots, artificial intelligence, and big data

to enhance learning outcomes.“Intelligent

machines and robots are the workforce of

the future,” says Elon Musk, Silicon

Valley futurist and Tesla CEO.n

Dr. G. Shreekumar

Menon IRS (Rtd),

Ph.D. (Narcotics) is

former director

general of National

Academy of Customs,

Indirect Taxes &

Narcotics.
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By I. J. SALDANHA SHET

T
HE SMART CITY PROJECTS IN

Mangalore city by MSCL,  have

been on-going for years now to the

discomfort and stress of its permanent

denizens. The work in slow progress is

vastly unpredictable and confusing even

to regular residents, very often angst

results when newly laid concrete roads and

structures are demolished incurring

serious loss to tax payers money.

Recently the upheaval around

Mahakalipadapu, Morgan's Gate and

Mangalore Club has left people in shock

and no one is clear about anything.  Just a

brief 'armchair view' of a common person,

for people in and away from the city for a

little clarity,  though no real deadline nor

conclusive details are easily available. This

looks at only one segment, that is the river

front/water front, from Nethravathi Bridge

the Southern tip of the city and Tannirbavi

on the western sea face of the city. Two

features, Gujarekere is fairly done and in

use and Yemmekere International standard

swimming pool is at an advanced stage.

It must be noted that the general area

earmarked for  development now is the

original part and parcel that is from ancient

times the actual part of the historic town

of Kudla (Mangaluru and its many names)

that gets its name from the

Goddess Mangaladevi, whose temple

stands in this main area and the point

where the two rivers meet and flow in to

the great Arabian Sea.  Just behind the

Mangaladevi Temple beside the banks of

the rivers and opposite the spot of the

rivers joining the Sea is the original fort

of the Portuguese who landed there in

early 1500 AD.  Islam came much earlier

in mid 600 AD and landmarks of these

historical monuments can be seen to this

day.  Suitable scientific  development and

preservation of the historical aspects for

posterity is very essential and welcome.

The waterfront development project

under Mangaluru Smart City Mission has

made a concrete bid towards a reality with

the Mangaluru Smart City Ltd. (MSCL)

by awarding the contract for the  Rs  185

crore project under 10 packages.  Some

of the larger features of the project are

promenade development from Netravati

railway bridge (near Morgan’s Gate) to

Bolar sea face to a distance of 2.1 k.m.,

construction of a hanging bridge across

the Phalguni (or Gurupura river) from

Sultan Bathery to Tannirbavi,

refurbishment of water jetties at

Tannirbavi and Sultan Bathery, and

creating infrastructure for water sports

activities.

General manager (Technical) and in-

charge General Manager (administration)

MSCL, stated that the project is scheduled

to be completed soon. The promenade

development project, which will be taken

up in two phases, will cost Rs 60 crore.

Phase I will be from Netravati bridge to

South Point covering 1.3 km and phase II

will be from South Point to Bolara sea

face, covering 0.75 k.m. The work orders

to the contractors have been issued, it is

said.

The Railway Underpass at

Jeppinamogaru: With an advanced road/

highway network through Mangaluru to

Projects galore for a
'Smart' Mangaluru

A peek into the many projects that are underway and many others
that are in the offing as part of Smart City Project.

Artists view of Netravati Waterfront Promenade
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the South (Kerala), it is essential to

eliminate the serious bottleneck of two

railway gates/crossings at

Mahakalipadapu.  Therefore, works on

two box type underpasses have been taken

up with new approach roads formed across

Morgan's Gate, Mahakalipadappu and

Jeppinamogaru. This will provide a

seamless flow of traffic through the

underpass as a highway.  It is stated that

the Bunder Goods shed is to move to Ullal

and two cumbersome railway gates at

Pandeshwar and Hoige Bazar will be freed

for smooth flow of road traffic in due

time. 

The planned Promenade: Promenade

development is a main feature of the

project, including setting up a biodiversity

park and creation of a bird-watching area

near the Netravati railway bridge, building

a path, 6 mts width for a stretch of 2.1

km, and a cycle track of 3 m width from

the bridge to Bolar sea face. Some of the

facilities include an outdoor gym, creating

a cycle stand and a buggy point for the

introduction of buggies, setting up a play

area for children, a pet park, and

developing a park with seating

arrangements and landscaping.  There is

to be a ghat to enable the visitors to touch

the water. A boardwalk facility will be

created inside the waters at the South

Point. It will have a boat making

experience yard. The entry and exit plaza

will be built near the Netravati bridge.

There will be decks, kiosks for shops,

ticket counters, security, washrooms, and

other public amenities. A sewage

treatment plant too will be constructed.

The treated water will be used for watering

parks and gardens.

Waterfront promenade

development project: The promenade

project, plans to develop the waterfronts

as active recreational and commercial

hubs. MSCL has received the Coastal

Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearance for the

proposed waterfront promenade project.

MSCL, plans this waterfront promenade

development, to re-engage the city with

the varied water-related experiences. It is

to connect the city to the river and the sea

with the help of proposed landmarks and

nodes. These landmarks and nodes are

connected to the city through a series of

road networks. One aspect that is well

underway is the development of the area

Bus Terminal & Shopping Complex,

which also incorporates the Jeppu Urban

Health Centre on the approach road to

Mangaladevi temple at the new Lions

Fountain near the Jeppu Market. This will

soon be a boon to the public and tourists

with the area really taking on a smart

avatar.  

Sultan Battery-Tannirbavi hanging

bridge: MSCL will develop a pedestrian-

only hanging bridge between Sultan

Battery and Tannirbavi across the Phalguni

river.  MSCL has earmarked Rs 45 crore

for the project that was originally planned

two decades ago. In 2010, the then chief

minister B S Yeddiyurappa laid the

foundation stone for a hanging bridge, and

the construction was delayed. The hanging

bridge will have a 3 mt wide pedestrian

pass that will be constructed at the height

of 15 mt. The bridge connects Sultan

Battery and Tannirbavi.  The remaining

funds under the Sea Link project will be

utilized to implement various tourism

development initiatives at Sultan Battery,

Tannirbavi and at the jetties in the

area.  The hanging bridge will be

constructed near the historic Sultan Battery

watchtower. Once the bridge is built,

tourists arriving at Sultan Battery may

walk on the hanging bridge to Tannirbavi

Beach on the western side.

Central Market building: The new

market will be constructed on 3.6 acres

of land under the PPP model at the cost of

Rs 114 crores.  The re-development of

the Central Market and Fish Market

project is being undertaken.  The road in

and around the Central Market has already

been developed, and the foundation will

be laid shortly. The new market will have

five floors and parking space in the

basement as per the plan.    After the High

Court vacated a stay order, the city

corporation demolished the 60-year-old

Central Market building to facilitate the

new building work in April 2022.  The

demolition paved the way for MSCL to

re-construct a new modern market building

under the Smart City Mission.

The enlightened citizens of this

educated and cultured multi pronged

community population should appreciate

and get familiar and even monitor

development matters for best results at all

times.  Hopefully the new format of the

city will bring satisfaction, joy, safety and

convenience to each and all who live in

Mangaluru and pass by / visit this beautiful

nature blessed city for centuries to

come.n 

Sultan Battery-Tannirbavi hanging bridge
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The South Canara District Central Co-

operative Bank  has earned a record profit

of Rs 61.38 crore for the financial year

ending March 2023. This is an all-time

record in the 109 history of the bank,

informed M N Rajendra Kumar, Chairman

of the bank while speaking to reporters at

the Bank auditorium recently.

He said the Bank has earned the Rs

61.38 crore profit through its 111 branches

and added that this was 21.57% high when

compared to the profits of last year which

stood at Rs 50.49 crores. He said the total

business of the bank during the year ending

March  2023 stood at Rs 13,512 crores

which too is a record. This is 16.40%

higher when compared to the business of

the previous year. The bank has a target

of recording a  business of Rs 15,000 crore

during the next financial year, he added.

The bank has  collected a deposits of

Rs 6,368.50 crores during the year ending

March 2023, he said adding  this was

12.59 higher when compared to the

previous years. The Bank has provided

short term agricultural loans to the tune

of Rs 1,681.46 crores, medium term loans

to the tune of Rs 150.20 crores and thus

has in all provided Rs 1,831.66 crore loans

to the agricultural sector. The  non-

agricultural loans amounted to Rs

5,695.55 crores, he said.

He said the bank has registered  100

percent progress in recovery of

agricultural loans  which is a record

achievement since the past 28 years.

SCDCC Bank earns record Rs 61.38 crore profit

The Bank has secured Apex Bank

Award 20 times and NABARD award 18

times and is also the recipient of Blue

Ribbon Award two times, Rajendra

Kumar informed.

He said during the present financial

year the Bank plans to open 15 new

branches and added that permission has

been granted to open branches at Maani

and Bengre.

Sri Laxmanananda  Multi-Purpose Co-

operative Society founded in 1997 under

the leadership of former minister J Krishna

Palemar is  in its silver jubilee year. The

silver jubilee celebrations  of the was

inaugurated recently. The new building

of the Society constructed near the

Ramakshatriya Mandir of Jeppu

Morgansgate at a cost of Rs 8 crore was

inaugurated by SCDCC Bank Chairman

M N Rajendra Kumar.

The Chairman of the Society and

former minister J Krishna Palemar

presided over the function, while  MP

Nalin Kumar Kateel, MLA Vedavyas

Kamath, Mayor Jayananda Anchan, Nitte

Deemed to be University Pro-Chancellor

Dr Shantharam Shetty inaugurated the safe

locker while Mayor Jayanand Anchan lit

the lamp to formally inaugurate the

function.

The Sri Laxmanananda Multi-purpose

Co-operative Society with its head office

at Morgansgate also has five other

branches at Hampankatta, Kavoor,

Katipalla-Kaikamba and Ullal.

The Society which was founded with

a share capital of Rs 3 lakhs, nine directors

and 800 shareholders in 1997 presently

has  a capital of Rs 2.8 crore and has over

500 share holders with an annual business

crossing Rs 400 crores.

In the year 2022 the Society has earned

a profit of over Rs 1 crore and has offered

20% dividend to its  shareholders.

Sri Laxmanananda Multi-Purpose Co-op Society celebrates silver jubilee
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Mangaluru North

Traffic Police Station

gets new building
The  new building of the Mangaluru

North Traffic Police Station was

inaugurated at Baikampady Industrial Area

by Mangaluru Police Commissioner

Kuldeep Kumar Jain. The Station was

earlier functioning from APMC building.

Mangaluru North MLA Dr Bharath

Shetty Y said the station has been

constructed at a cost of Rs 2 crore and

thus a long pending demand has been

fulfilled.

Building contractor Janardhan Babu,

Engineer Sannegowda, Police Housing

Corporation officer Prajna Anand were

felicitated on the occasion.

DCP (Law and Order) Anshu Kumar,

DCP (Crime and Traffic) Dinesh, ACP

(Traffic) Geetha Kulkarni were present.

A new civil society

organisation- "We The

People" was launched in

Mangaluru at a function

held at the Fr L F

Rasquinha Hall of St

Aloysius College.

The organisation aims

at strengthening

democracy and improving living standards of the citizens of the district.

Several eminent civil rights and social activists who attended the inaugural stressed

the need for citizens' participation for the effective functioning of a democratic system.

Senior social worker Padmanabha Ullal presided over the function.  Katyayani

Chamaraj of Civic Bangalore, Prof. D. Jeevan Kumar, Hon. Professor of Karnataka

State Rural Development and Panchayat Raj University, Gadag, Melanie Kumar, a

freelance journalist were present as chief guests.

Prathapchandra Kedilaya, President of We The People spoke on the aims and

objectives of the organisation and how it would try to address social issues of the

region. Vice President of We The People Mariete Fernandes, Secretary Oswald Pereira,

Treasurer Suresh Nayak and Executive Members, Bhaskar Kiran, Dilip Vas Naik,

Gladys Monteiro, and Steevan D'Souza were present.

Civil society organisation ‘We The
People’ inaugurated

Journalist P B Harish Rai's book

"Mathapettige" released
A book titled

"Mathapettige" authored by

senior journalist P B Harish

Rai was released by S

Ganesh Rao, Chairman of

Karavali Group of

Institutions at Press Club

recently. Speaking on the

occasion, Ganesh Rao said

the book having complete

information on the political

field of the district is beneficial to everyone.

Aikala Harish Shetty, President of Global Federation of Bunts Associations

inaugurated the programme. Former minister Krishna J Palemar presided over the

function. Shantharam Shetty, President of DK District Chapter of Red Cross Society,

Indaje Srinivas Nayak and President of DK District Working Journalists Union were

present as chief guests.

Senior journalist Manohar Prasad  said Harish Rai has a very in-depth knowledge

of the political field of the district. Speaking on the occasion, author Harish Rai said

this was a revised version of his first work Rajanota. Journalist B N Pushparaj, Akrithi

Prakashana's Kallur Nagesh and others were present.

Mining banned in 2 kms

radius of Karinja shrine
In a major relief to the management of

the ancient Karinjeshwara Temple and the

residents of the vicinity, the State

Government has issued an order banning

all kinds of mining and stone crushing

activities within a radius of 2 kms of the

hill. The notification by the Industries and

Commerce Department has been issued

under Rule 8 (3) of the Karnataka Minor

Mineral Concession Rules 1994.

Karinja is in Bantwal taluk and the

temple is located on a hill top amid

picturesque surroundings. But the

continuous mining activity in the vicinity

had been a cause of great concern with

locals fearing that it would endanger this

ancient temple.

Even DK District in-charge Minister

and State Minister for Kannada, Culture

and Energy V Sunil Kumar had recently

visited the temple and had interacted with

the temple management as well as the

locals. He had then asked the DC to submit

a proposal regarding banning mining

activitiy.

HHHHHAPPENINGSAPPENINGSAPPENINGSAPPENINGSAPPENINGS
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Bhamy V. Shenoy analyses the book

"Investing  in the Era of Climate

Change" by Bruce Usher

This is not a book for those who want

to get tips to invest in specific clean tech

company or in particular green sector of

the economy. But for those who want to

get a quick tour of all possible ways of

fighting existential climate change crisis

and different ways of raising funds to

support the needed investment this is a

great book. Book also serves as a source

of useful information to get a

comprehensive understanding of climate

change from the beginning of coal era to

how the end of fossil fuel will happen.

Bruce Usher is a Columbia University

professor, an entrepreneur and worked in

financial services in New York and Tokyo.

Usher is the author of Renewable Energy:

A Primary-for-the Twenty First Century.

Book is divided into six sections -

Momentum, Climate Change Solutions,

Investing Strategies, Investing in Real

Assets, Investing in Financial Assets,

Investor’s Dilemma.

When James Watt invented steam

engine in 1723, and Edwin Drake drilled

for oil in 1859 little could we have

imagined, that such discoveries resulting

in industrial revolution and explosive

economic growth will end up with an

existential crisis for our planet earth.

Climate change is a perfect example of

the tragedy of the commons. Every

country wants to consume more energy

to have higher GDP. But the ultimate

result for the planet is global warming as

we have been experiencing.

While more than 97% of the scientists

agree with anthropogenic caused climate

change, and all the countries also want to

reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,

in the US only 52% of Americans

surveyed considered climate change a top

priority.

Climate scientists have established that

keeping global temperature from rising no

more than 1.5 C will require a reduction

in emissions to zero by 2050 - net zero.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change has been also publishing reports

highlighting the urgent need to meet this

target even before 2050. More than 100

countries have pledged to meet this target.

Increasingly many companies are also

embracing the net zero targets for their

operations partly to manage with the

inevitable future carbon tax. But large

emitters like China and India will do so

only in 2060 and 2070 respectively.

Reason for China’s and India’s delay

is that carbon budget has been already

usurped by developed countries. They

argue that they have every right to promote

better standard of living for their citizens.

Many other developing countries also

advance similar argument.

Book begins with six climate solutions

to promote decarbonization. They are -

renewable energy, electric vehicles,

energy storage, green hydrogen, carbon

removal and better together. By 2020, the

cost of manufacturing solar PV panel had

plummeted below $0.25 per watt, a 95%

cost reduction in two decades. It is the

impact of the learning curve which is

behind this stunning result. Moore’s law

for computer chips (capacity increasing

every two years) is the best-known

application of the learning curve.

Finding ways

to tackle

CLIMATE

CHANGE

crisis

RRRRREVIEWEVIEWEVIEWEVIEWEVIEW
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The same phenomenon of learning

curve is expected or hoped by the author

to drive down the cost in implementing

several climate change solutions in the

future. Can there be exceptions? Can we

depend on them to save the planet? More

than a century ago, famous inventor

Thomas Edison had predicted that “the

electricity will become so cheap that only

the rich will burn candles”. He had

famously made the statement, “ I would

put my money on sun and solar energy.

Before we run out of coal and oil, we will

start using solar energy”. While Edison’s

was prescient on solar energy, his

prediction on electricity was only partially

true.

After the expiry of the 1997 Kyoto

protocol to cap GHG emissions by the

developed countries in 2012, there was a

new deal in 2015 called Paris deal to fight

climate change. In reality, the Paris

agreement does not force any country to

meet their self imposed emission targets.

From 2014, GHG emissions have

increased from 53 gigatonnes of CO2 (Gt

CO2) to 59 Gt CO2 in 2019.

Currently the race to fight the climate

change has the ambitious target of reaching

the net zero for all developed countries

by 2050. Author strongly feels that there

is every chance of meeting this target.

According to him there are solutions which

are technically, politically and

commercially feasible. Also with the

proper policy framework, private

investors can raise enough money to fund

them.

As much as 50% of global power

production by 2035 is forecast to come

from renewables - the most significant

transition in energy since the industrial

revolution. Based on a brief discussion of

zero carbon nuclear energy, author

concludes that the need to meet

intermittency may be the overriding reason

and not the cost to depend on nuclear

energy. One levelized cost estimate made

in 2020 of small modular reactor is $65/

megawat when it comes on stream in 2029

while the IEA’s levelized cost estimate for

solar is $33/megawat and for wind is $34/

megawat in 2025. In short the author does

not expect much role for nuclear energy.

According to BCG, capital required

to decarbonize the global economy to limit

warning to 1.5 C to 2 C is $3 -$5 trillion

per year or a total of $100 to $150 trillion

by 2050. No details are provided on how

such an important estimate was arrived at

to make an assessment of its credibility.

Even when it is likely to be a rough

estimate. Another consulting company

McKinsey has a much higher cost estimate

of $280 trillions.

As far as electric vehicles (EV),

history is likely to repeat. By 1900, one

be an economical and technical solution

to intermittency.

Role of green hydrogen in meeting

intermittency and also the needs of major

industries like steel, cement, trucking,

shipping, for aircraft and agriculture is

discussed highlighting the cost of

producing green hydrogen as a major

hurdle. The author does not discuss how

the current cost of producing green

hydrogen of $3 to $8 per kilogram will

fall below $1/kg to be competitive.

Surprisingly infrastructure to transport

hydrogen has been highlighted as a

significant hurdle though some experts

have different views.

Three carbon removal solutions are

discussed. They are: carbon capture and

storage (CCS), carbon sequestration using

biomass and direct air capture (DAC).

Carbon sequestration through forests cost

$5/ton while CCS costs $60 to $150 per

ton and DAC costs $500/ton. Carbon

Engineering, a start up leader in DAC,

expects its technology can bring down the

cost to $100 to $250 per ton. According

to the author, since other technologies

cannot be used to mitigate some part of

GHGs, carbon removal technologies are

required to remove at least 3-7 billions of

GHGs annually despite its high cost.

IEA estimates that by replacing fossil

fuel power generation by renewables and

energy efficiency improvement, it is

possible to reduce GHGs by 38% by 2050.

EVs can reduce GHGs by another 22%.

Industry can reduce by another 20%

through renewables, energy efficiency and

green hydrogen. For the remaining 20%,

carbon removal is needed.

Since climate change risks are not

immediate (though we have started to

experience forest wild fires,

unprecedented flooding, deadly

hurricanes, and droughts), and beyond the

usual business cycle, investors have less

concern. This lack of concern was termed

as “Tragedy of the horizons” by the then

governor of Bank of England, Mark

Carney in 2015. Otherwise how one can

explain the current historical high price

Next 30 years are

going to be

extremely critical for

our civilization.

Author refers to

Austrian economist

Schumpeter’s

capitalism process

of “creative

destruction” to

argue it will work to

solve climate change

crisis.

third of vehicles in the US were EVs.

Bloomberg New Energy Finance predicts

cost parity for EVs and Internal

Combustion Engine vehicles by 2024. In

mere 10 years, cost of EV battery has

fallen from $1100/kwh in 2010 to $137/

kwh. UBS bank predicts 100% share for

EVs by 2040! If this happens, then EVs

will also be the most significant energy

transition.

Major drawback of wind and solar

energy sources is its intermittency. While

the storage cost using battery is coming

down, and vehicles to grid can be used

for meeting peak energy or intermittency,

they are not enough to solve this problem.

The book does not dwell much on this

problem and implicitly assumes there will

RRRRREVIEWEVIEWEVIEWEVIEWEVIEW
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of oil company stocks and huge

investments to find and develop oil and

gas reserves.

A Task Force on Climate-related

Disclosures (TCFD) has been formed to

develop methodologies for financial

institutions to evaluate financial risks after

Carney’s speech. One of the strategies

coming out of concern for climate risk was

the development of ESG. It influences

investors to take into consideration

Environmental, Social and Governance

factors. Based on several studies, the

author concludes that the ESG has

improved risk-adjusted returns.

While the author

discusses strategies like

“consume less” and

“abandon economic

growth”, to reduce

GHGs, he is not hopeful

that they are the ultimate

solutions. He dismisses

them as of no

consequence. This is in

contrast with India’s

stated strategy at Paris

summit. India’s

preferred strategy is to

solve climate change by

adapting India’s

civilizational message of

‘simple living and high

thinking’. It is disappointing to see lack

of importance given to these two strategies

with the briefest discussion by the author.

On the other hand, India is also failing to

walk the talk. India’s policies are

influenced to maximize economic growth

at any cost.

The book even tries to argue that it is

possible to have higher economic growth

while following the strategies of

decarbonization. Germany reduced carbon

by 40% between 1990 to 2020, but its

GDP grew by 46%. One study has showed

that 35 countries have successfully

decoupled decarbonization from economic

growth.

An important issue of equity of how

to share the cost of decarbonization has

been left out. This is surprising especially

after discussing the “tragedy of the

commons”. Developed countries which

account for 12% of the world population

have emitted 50% of the greenhouse gases

for the last 170 years. This in turn is

putting a heavy burden on the developing

countries since available carbon space has

been already used to a great extent.

Actually to secure low hanging fruit

for decarbonization and to achieve net zero

by 2050, developed countries should offer

technical and economical assistance to

developing countries. In addition, from the

equity point of view also such an assistance

is justified. In fact developed countries had

agreed to give $100 billion every year.

But these promises have not been kept.

When several aspects of climate change

were discussed in the book, why was such

a critical topic left out?

As the author sees, next 30 years are

going to be extremely critical for our

civilization. He refers to Austrian

economist Schumpeter’s capitalism

process of “creative destruction” to argue

it will work to solve climate change crisis.

The author gives the convincing example

of Kodak versus apple. In 1998, market

capitalization of Kodak was $26 billion

and of Apple was $1 billion. Kodak was

forced to bankruptcy and Apple was a

successful company. He is expecting that

the invisible hand of capitalism will work

and fossil fuel companies will be replaced

by renewable energy companies by 2050.

What will happen, if he is wrong?

While it is always useful to feel

optimistic, one needs to be practical and

give what-if scenarios to convey the

urgency of taking difficult and

inconvenient steps to face the climate

change. In mid 70s, only after banning

lead for public health reasons, oil

companies started to produce the right kind

of gasoline. In late 80s, Montreal protocol

resulted in rectifying the Ozone hole only

after banning chlorofluorocarbons by

manufacturers. Dreadful

air pollution and smog in

cities was brought under

control only when the

government imposed

emission controls on

vehicle manufacturers.

After adapting

amendments to the clean

air act by adding cap and

trade, acid rain was

reduced in the US.

But for the EU and that

too partially, we do not see

any such major policy on

the part of any government

to fight climate change

though there is greater

urgency. Some governments have taken

major policy decisions like banning ICEs

as early as 2035, and coal power plants,

imposing minimum requirements using

renewable to produce power, etc. But much

more needs to be done to achieve net zero.

Neither Adam Smith’s invisible hand, or

ESG investments or Schumpeter’s creative

estruction will result in fighting climate

change. We need a robust set of polices

backed by sound science.n

Dr. Bhamy V. Shenoy has been a senior advisor

to Center For Energy Economics, at UT, Austin

and a board member and was an advisor of the

National Oil Company of Georgia. Dr. Shenoy is

an Advisor to Pratham Mysore an NGO involved

in slum education and Board member of SVS

College, Bantwal.
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Politics of our Country
By G. Swaminathan

Today, I am literally tired of watching movies,

series or stories projecting the politicians and

politicians alone as arch villains of peace. I

remember once it was rich men, then it was

businessmen and industrialists and now it is always a

politician. But, even today the sufferers are virtuosos, poor,

uneducated, under privileged and women.

We are proud about our democracy with a humongous,

large population and claim that our election systems are still

appreciated all over the world.

Does it not directly tell us that it is ‘the public’ who are

responsible for promoting politicians? I am sure no other

country all over the globe has these many numbers of political

parties and contestants fighting bitterly for running the

government.

The newspapers and the media cry hoarse of corruption

and favoritism, nepotism, inequalities in this land but, not

even indirectly, they directly promote all these through their

magazines, films, reports, articles and discussions.

Corruption will prevail irrespective of politicians or not. It

is something which is part of any human activity. Truly

speaking, the public loathe honesty or integrity. They

have no qualms when they have to bypass it if it is related

to them. Look at the examples of bribery, over speeding,

cheating, stealing, begging, damaging the public

property, petty to serious fights, injuring others

grievously even in minor fights, ill-treating, lying even

for small things, shoplifting, hoarding, telling lies even for

small things, I can keep on adding more and more. But, can

you attribute all these to politics and politicians alone? Well,

one may argue that all these ills’ originate from politics and

there cannot be a better weird argument.

But, the same public and media shamelessly sing paeans

on their leaders, showing servility to the powerful persons

however mean or arrogant they are.

Like the proverb says, charity should begin at home. Balance

of mind should start first in the individual’s mind about what

they do and what they speak.

The supposedly God-fearing country which was once the

place where great scientists, philosophers and intelligent

scholars we see the majority of the population never hesitate to

indulge in corruption and politics, favoritism or nepotism at

their level.

Because each one of us is a shrouded politician in India.nAbout Economies
By Dr. Varanasi Ramabrahmam

The economy of a nation is categorized depending on its

political ideology, resources (natural and human), and formed

accordingly. Economy is called as capitalist, communist,

socialist, depending on the political ideology followed by the

country. Rural, socio- economic, agricultural, industry, service

sector, etc., too are some types of names of economies. I observe

with curiosity and confusion why any economy, like capitalist,

communist is undergoing stress and strain despite their varied

implementation and varied system of financial, boost, checks,

controls and ways of managing their economies.

Whether it is the USA, Germany, Japan, China, India,

European and other continental countries, every economy is

suffering from problems and is stressed. But the politicians are

wedded to one kind of economy and stress that their ideology-

controlled economy is the best. From our observation is clear

that political ideology, system, or kind of implementation won't

rescue any economy from fall and they continue with their

fiscal etc., deficits. I feel economists think differently and the

political ideology more than the virtue of economic system that

rules the citizens and the nation.  Economics is not a function

of financial system or political ideology followed. All economies

are bound to flourish or recess for cumulative reasons of

particular nation. What are the reasons, are not clear.n
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TRUE
LIES

His name was Rajesh and his pet name

Raja. Everyone in that large house

preferred to call him Raja and true to that

word he was treated like a Raja in that

house. Every need of his was taken care

of and there were people who were at his

service any time of the day or night. Our

hero Raja is just 20 and had enjoyed all

the luxuries of life.  The reason- he was

born with a golden spoon in his mouth.

He was the only  much pampered son of

the Dixit couple. He was born after several

mannats, nearly ten years after their

marriage.

It was a Sunday and it was 10 am; as

usual Raja was still in bed.He had no

intention of getting up. Mrs Dixit came

upstairs to wake up her son saying “Raja

Beta, get up its past ten. We have to go

on a picnic.” The word picnic was enough

for Raja to jump out of the bed.Within

half an hour, the family was ready for a

weekend outing. They reached a famous

tourist spot of their city within an hour

and enjoyed the scenic beauty there. Raja

decided to wander about and with due

permission of his parents  set out on his

mission. Soon he began to explore the

area. As he moved forth,he felt there was

an aura of mystery in the area.Soon, he

came across a hut.He went close by and

noticed there was no one around.

Somehow he mustered courage and tried

to knock at the door but as he touched the

door, it was wide open to his surprise. He

stepped in. The interiors of that house

were of the bygone years and Raja was

stunned to see a large table with a wide

array of eateries spread out. He loved tasty

food and wanted to taste them, but was

afraid. Very soon an old woman emerged

from inside. She smiled at Raja and said

“Come on child, have some food. I

prepared them for my grandson who is

not to be seen.” She held Raja by his hands

and took him to the table. As he drew

closer to the table, he sensed some foul

smell and soon realized that it was the food

that smelled foul. The old woman forced

him to taste the food which for Raja

seemed as if it was prepared ages ago.

“My grandson who left for the town has

never returned. You look like my

grandson. Have the food,”she said. Raja

felt as if everything in his stomach came

out. The food smelt so bad and the old

woman was holding a little of it in her

hands to feed him. Raja somehow

managed to gulp a little.The old woman

forced him to drink a little water and that

water too seemed ages old. No sooner the

food went down his throat, Raja felt giddy

and collapsed. He woke up only to see

several people around him.Suddenly,

everything flashed into Raja’s mind and

he looked around, there was no hut but

only trees around.As the crowd was

dispersing, Raja overheard a woman

saying “I had heard that an old woman

had died at this very spot a few years ago

unable to bear the agony owing to her

missing grandson.” Raja couldn’t believe

his ears. Was she the same old woman

whom he saw in that hut?n

A great adventure!A great adventure!

LITTLE JOHNNY

Little Johnny came downstairs

bellowing lustily. His mother asked,

“What’s the matter now?” “Dad was

hanging pictures, and just hit his thumb

with a hammer,” said Johnny through

his tears. “That’s not so serious,”

soothed his mother. “I know you’re

upset, but a big boy like you shouldn’t

cry at something like that. Why didn’t

you just laugh?” “I did!” sobbed

Johnny.

ARE YOU KIDDING?

Reaching the end of a job interview, the

Human Resources Person asked a young

Engineer fresh out of Texas A&M,

“And what starting salary were you

looking for?” The Engineer said, “In

the neighbourhood of $125,000 a year,

depending on the benefits package.” The

interviewer said, “Well, what would you

say to a package of 5 weeks vacation,

14 paid holidays, full medical and dental,

a company matching retirement fund for

50% of your salary, and a company car

leased every 2 years — say, a red

Corvette?” The Engineer sat up straight

and said, “Wow! Are you kidding?”

And the interviewer replied, “Yeah, but

you started it.”

TWINS

A woman has twins, and gives them up

for adoption. One of them goes to a

family in Egypt and is named “Amal.”

The other goes to a family in Spain; they

name him “Juan”. Years later, Juan

sends a picture of himself to his mum.

Upon receiving the picture, she tells her

husband that she wishes she also had a

picture of Amal. Her husband responds,

“But they are twins. If you’ve seen Juan,

you’ve seen Amal.”
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LEO

April holds diverse themes

of mental exploration and

growing ambitions, dear

Leo, with strong showings

in both your sectors of spirit

and responsibility. You're open to

exploring, expanding, and experiencing

new things, but you're also checking in

with your longer-term goals and paying

particular attention to your work,

obligations, and reputation this month.

VIRGO

You're easily absorbed in

your private life this month,

but also quite connected,

ideally finding a good

balance between the two

themes. While an inward turn works well

for you, as long as you have enough time

to pursue your interests independently this

month, your involvement with a group or

team can be motivating and encouraging.

LIBRA

April puts the focus on your

relationships and special

interests, dear Libra.

Circumstances are such that

you see the value of joining

forces, compromise, and balance. Possible

themes include consultations, public

relations, partnerships, and sharing.

Working with others rather than competing

against them is in focus.

SCORPIO

Your routines, work,

health, and habits are in

strong focus in April, dear

Scorpio. It's a great time for

self-improvement efforts

that put you in charge and in shape. You

can improve your skills, learn new things,

take on new projects, and discover ways

to heal and strengthen. However, it's also

a strong month for relationships.

ARIES

You're in a more confident,

open, and personally

powerful chapter of your

life, dear Aries, although

your attention to home and

family is also strong in April. You’re

making your opportunities by putting more

faith in yourself and your capabilities. Mars

does challenge you from your sector of

home, family, and self-image.

TAURUS

You're getting attention in

April, dear Taurus, but a

good part of you is turning

inward as you wind up a

solar year. It's not an ideal

time for manifesting, as you have a lot of

inner "work" to do this month. New

beginnings and significant real-world action

can wait until you get yourself sorted, which

involves reviewing and processing.

GEMINI

April brings a social theme

to your world, but you also

pay more attention to your

inner world and practical

affairs this month. It's a fine

time for networking, connecting, and

sharing, which are not only satisfying, but

they can bring benefits to your life. Money

and friends can be a risky mix this month.

CANCER

April is likely to be busy,

notable, and connected for

you. You attract attention,

and energies are sometimes

hectic but high with Mars in

your sign all month. Aim to tame impatience

and impulsiveness, as they can only be

pushed so far, while tapping into the courage

and assertiveness of this fiery planet.

SAGITTARIUS

The month holds good energy

for highlighting your sense of

fun, dear Sagittarius, but

you're also paying due

attention to your inner world,

routines, and duties. It's difficult to find you

in a state of boredom in April. The last week

of the month is solid for taking charge of

health, healing, and work matters.

CAPRICORN

You're connecting with your

needs for a solid, happy base

of operations in April, dear

Capricorn, with a strong focus

on your solar sector of heart

and home. The month also spotlights your

creativity, hobbies, pleasures, and love life.

Improvements to your living conditions, family

relations, and leisure time can figure

strongly.You can bring remarkable creativity

and warmth to your personal life in April.

AQUARIUS

There is special emphasis on

communicating, connecting,

and learning this month, and

your sector of home and

family is also gaining

importance. You're curious, sharing more,

making contacts and connections, learning

new skills, and discovering or indulging

personal interests. There are treasures to

find in the past, particularly after the 21st

when Mercury turns retrograde.

PISCES

There's a stronger focus on

predictability, security, and

money matters this month,

dear Pisces. Still, with Mars

in your sector of joy all

month, you also have more fire and passion

for creating, loving, expressing yourself, and

having fun. There is an inclination to

impulsiveness and possibly conflict if issues

of ego and attention are allowed to dominate.

Belive it or not, we are definitely not responsible for your fate!
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Amazing Girl
Pranvi Akshay is an amazing kid. She is just two

years old, but has extraordinary grasping capabilities.

Daughter of Akshay J and Anupama V J of Bondel,

Little Pranvi has made her way into the Kalam's World

Record as a Child with Extraordinary Grasping

Capabilities.

Similarly Jackhi Book of World Records has

recognized her for her Incredible Memory Power. She

can effortlessly identify  1 to 10 digits in English,

Kannada and Hindi, identify organs of the body can

fluently spell the alphabets in English and Kannada as

well as recite some shlokas. 

He was a darling to all those who lived

in the harsh and hostile mountains. He was

a blessing for the Sherpas. He worked

tirelessly to bring water and electricity in

the upper reaches of the mountains where

they lived. He was a true mountaineer in

all sense and sensibilities who departed

this material world exactly a year ago on

January 11,2008 at the Auckland City

Hospital. This write-up in honour of the

Everest Hero on the occasion of his first

death anniversary.

It was on the morning of 29 May, 1953

that Edmund Hillary created history when

he stepped on the summit of Mt. Everest

along with Tenzing Norgay. He who shot

into limelight that day  refused to fade

away even after his death. Edmond Hillary

was just 33 when he created history as

part of the ninth British expedition to

Everest, led by John Hunt.

Hillary was born to Percival Augustus

Hillary and Gertrude Hillary, née Clark,

in Auckland, New Zealand, on 20 July

1919. His family moved to Tuakau (south

of Auckland) in 1920, after his father who

served at Gallipoli  was allocated land

there. Hillary was educated at Tuakau

Primary School and then Auckland

Grammar School. He finished primary

school two years early, but struggled at

high school, achieving only average

marks.  At 16 his interest in climbing was

sparked during a school trip to Mount

Ruapehu. His first major climb was in the

year 1939 when he reached the summit of

Mount Ollivier. He served in the RNZAF

as a navigator during World War II.

Before the successful expedition in 1953

to Everest, he had been part of a

reconnaissance expedition to the mountain

in 1951 and an unsuccessful attempt to

climb Cho Oyu in 1952. As part of the

Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic

Expedition he reached the South Pole

overland in 1958.

Following his ascent of Everest he

devoted much of his life to helping the

Sherpa people of Nepal through the

Himalayan Trust, which he founded.

Through his efforts many schools and

hospitals were built in this remote region

of the Himalayas. Hillary climbed ten

other peaks in the Himalayas on further

visits in 1956, 1960–61, and 1963–65.

Hillary married Louise Mary Rose

in1953, soon after the ascent of

Everest.They had three children: Peter,

Sarah  and Belinda.In 1975 while en route

to join Hillary in the village of Phaphlu,

where he was helping to build a hospital,

Louise and Belinda were killed in a plane

crash near Kathmandu airport. Hillary

married June Mulgrew, the widow of his

close friend Peter Mulgrew, in 1989. His

son Peter Hillary also conquered Everest

in 1990.

  To mark the occasion of the 50th

anniversary of the first successful ascent

of Everest the Nepalese Government

conferred honorary citizenship upon

Hillary at a special Golden Jubilee

celebration in Kathmandu. In 2008,

Government of India conferred on him the

Padma Vibhushan, the second highest

civilian honour of the country.n

EVEREST

HERO

Edmund Hillary (left) and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay

Pranvi Akshay
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HOCUS - FOCUS
Check out how sharp your eyes are. Find out  5 differences between the pictures below.

SHORT STORY
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I hope it rains

at least today,”

Velu thought, as he opened his eyes. Velu

was a farmer.

The sun was beginning to rise, glowing

crimson like fire. Velu scanned the sky.

There was not a cloud.

“It doesn’t look encouraging,” he

muttered to himself and got up. Rain or

no rain, a farmer wakes up early. Velu

worked hard. His piece of land never failed

him. Season after season he cultivated it,

harvesting jowar one season and dal the

next. Throughout the year he worked,

never thinking of rest nor taking a holiday.

For nearly six years it had been so, ever

since he had got his own piece of land.

But this year turned out to be different.

At the end of summer, the rains didn’t

come. Velu and his neighbours waited,

but their waiting didn’t end. Days, weeks

and months passed, and still there was no

rain. The fields lay untended, the earth

hardened, crusted and cracked. The barren

land looked forlorn and the farmers lived

entirely on hope. Every day they hoped

that the rains would come. Velu decided

to go to the weather office in the city and

talk to someone. But the people at the

weather office said they couldn’t really

tell him when the sky would gather clouds

and bring rain.

Velu, too was at a loss. He walked

back to the village, tired and dejected. He

saw a large tree. Its shade was cool and

inviting. As he sat down, he noticed that

an old woman was also sitting there,

sheltering from the sun. Her skin was

wrinkled, but her eyes sparkled when she

smiled.What are you smiling at, Amma?”

Velu asked. “Without the rains, there’s

nothing to smile about.” “Yes, yes, you’re

right,” the old woman said, the smile

leaving her lips. “I have worked hard and

honestly. Yet I am being punished.

Without the rains I can’t till the land,”Velu

said.

“Perhaps you have worked too hard,”

she said. “What do you mean? Can anyone

work too hard? I have only done what any

hard-working farmer would do,”Velu

retorted.

“My son, you have strength now. You

can work without a break. But have you

thought about the land? The earth works,

too, when you plough, and sow, and plant.

The earth has worked for years, centuries,

in fact, thousands of years. Shouldn’t

someone let the land rest a bit?” the old

woman said, softly, smiling.

“When the rains don’t come, you are

dejected. But in that way the land is left

alone. The land lies undisturbed, staring

at the sky, resting… And when the rains

come, it will spring back into activity,

fresh and ready for your crop. Go home,

my son, Nature knows a thing or two…

go home,” she said, and got up.

She walked away. After a while Velu

too got up and walked homeward. He

thought about the land, his beloved piece

of land, which, if he were to believe the

old woman, was perhaps breathing

peacefully, taking a break from the

constant, ceaseless year-round cultivation.

“Perhaps she is right,” he thought, as

he approached the village. It was already

evening. The sun was low in the sky.

And… what was that? Velu felt a cool

breeze on his back. Then he felt a tiny

drop on his shoulder. He looked up. Yes…

the clouds were gathering in the distance.

It was growing dark. Soon there would

be lightning. And thunder. And sweet,

fragrant rain. Velu ran home, laughing and

happy. n

VELU’S WAIT

FOR RAIN



MANGALORE TODAY - APRIL 2023
52

NNNNNEWSEWSEWSEWSEWS     BRIEFSBRIEFSBRIEFSBRIEFSBRIEFS

Appointed
lVeteran athlete Rohith

Kumar Kateel has been

appointed as Executive

Director from India for the

International Human Rights Commission.

He will be holding office for one year.

lChittaranjan Shetty Bondala

has been  appointed as the

District President of INTUC.

The appointment has been

made by the National

President of INTUC Dr G

Sanjeeva Reddy.

Bagged
lNishel D'Souza of St

Aloysius College has bagged

the bronze medal  at the

Khelo India Women's

Weightlifting competition

held at Patna recently. She

won the medal in the 76 kg category.

Nishel  is the daughter of Noel and Sarita

D'Souza couple of Bejai and is being

coached by Premanath Shetty and

Pushparaj Hegde.

lStudents of Sarosh Institute of Hotel

Administration, managed by the Nitte

Education Trust,  have emerged toppers

in the Bachelor of Hotel Management

(BHM) courses conducted by Mangalore

University in 2022. Lolita Jasmine

D'Souza secured the first rank with a

percentage of 89.93, while the second rank

was bagged by Arwin Suvares with a

percentage of 85.03.  The third rank holder

is Melita Coelho and she scored 80.57

percent.

lGiridhar Salian of

Mangaluru has bagged gold

in javelin throw at the 43rd

National Masters Athletic

Championship held at

Kolkata recently under the aegis of

Masters Athletics Federation. He will be

representing Karnataka in the World

Masters Athletics Indoor Championship -

2023 to be held at Poland from March 26

to April 1.

Distributed
As many as 31 mobile phones that were

either stolen or lost were returned to their

rightful owners at a function held at the

City Police Commissionerate recently.

Senior police officials were present on the

occasion.

Inaugurated
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai

inaugurated a conference of beneficiaries

of various schemes of the Union and State

governments, at the Karavali Utsav

grounds recently.

Inducted
Mangaluru International Airport (MIA) has

inducted two more electric vehicles (EVs)

to its vehicle pool for the current fiscal.

With this, the Airport has a total of six

electric vehicles. The airport had in August

2022 begun its journey towards

sustainability by procuring two Electric

vehicles. Five of the six EVs are regular

sub-compact crossover SUVs, the sixth one

is a SUV which has been modified into a

‘Follow Me’ or ‘Apron Control’ vehicle

for exclusive use on the airside.

Installed

A total of 98 CCTV cameras have been

installed at busy and strategic locations

across the city. These cameras will not only

help in keeping a eye on traffic, law and

order but also to detect and avert crimes,

informed City Police Commissioner

Kuldeep Kumar Jain.

Presented
Senior Yakshagana

a r t i s t e s

P u n d a r i k a k s h a

Upadhyaya and

Dayananda Nagooru were presented with

the Yakshamangala Award for 2021-22

instituted by P. Dayananda Pai and P. Satish

Pai Yakshagana Adhyayana Kendra,

Mangalore University at a function held at

the University Campus. The

Yakshamangala Book Award for 2021-22

was presented to ‘Shrikrishna Charita’

written by D. Sadashiva Bhatta. The

Kendra also presented its decennial award

to 17 Yakshagana artists on the occasion

of it completing 10 years of its

establishment.

Re-elected
Naveenchandra D Suvarna has

been re-elected as the President

of Akhila Bharatha Billawara

Union. He is also the Chairman of

Narayana Guru Educational Institutions of

Kudroli. K Lokanath and A J Shekhar were

elected as Vice Presidents, Jeevan Kumar

A book titled ‘Testing Times for Indian Economy’ authored by V. Mohan Rao was released

in the 105th Annual Conference of the Indian Economics Association held recently in

Bangalore. The writer is an expert on economics, banking and legal affairs. He is a regular

contributor to Mangalore Today.  
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Thokkottu as General Secretary, Yogish

Kumar and Naresh Kumar as Joint

Secretaries, B Deranna as Treasurer,

Shakeela Raj as Cultural Secretary and

Jagadeep D Suvarna as Sports Secretary.

Staged
Mangaluru City, South and North Block

Congress Committees staged a protest in

front of the Mangaluru City Corporation

to condemn the failure of the MCC

administration to solve the problems of the

municipal workers and to ensure effective

garbage clearance system in the city. The

protestors alleged that the MCC has failed

in solving the impasse arising out of the

ongoing strike of garbage clearance and

UGD workers.

Won
lSheka Mohammad Shahad,

a tenth standard student of

Edapadavu Swami

Vivekananda High School

has bagged first place in the state level in

triple jump at the inter-state athletic event

held at Mysuru. He is being coached by

Shantharam Rai D V, PET of the school.

lSalika Shetty, a student of

Sacred Heart High School,

Kulshekhar has emerged the

topper in the state level Jump

Rope contest held at

Bengaluru recently. She has been qualified

to participate in the national level event.

Salika is being coached by Flavia Pais,

Physical Education Teacher of her school.

lShashikanth, a student of

Sacred Hearts High School,

Kulshekhar has won the  first

place in the state level  event

for handicapped in the 50

meters race. He has now been qualified

to take part in national level event.

lAshmith A J, a fourth

standard student of St

Aloysius Gonzaga  School

has won the second prize in

the state level patriotic song

singing competition organised by Bharath

Scouts and Guides.

l Vadiraja Kalluraya,

Lecturer in Kannada at

Excellent Pre-University

Dr L C Soans, a

renowned agriculturist

who was popularly known

as Krishi Rishi of the

famed Soans Farms of

Bannadka in Moodbidri, passed away

on April 5. He was 89 years old and is

survived by his wife, two sons and a

daughter. Dr Livingston Chandra-

mohan (L C) Soans was born on April

4, 1934 and  had dedicated his life for

agriculture and his Soans farm was a

testimony to his ceaseless efforts. He

was also active in various social service

organisations  and was a recipient of

numerous awards including District

level Rajyotsava Award, Best Farmer

Award given by Hiriadka Rural

Development Foundation, state level

award from Bagalakote Horticultural

University and Best Horticultural

Achiever Award from Bengaluru

University of Agricultural Sciences.

Eminent first generation

e n t r e p r e n e u r ,

Philanthropist and Social

Worker, S Narayan Rao

passed away recently. He

was 94. Narayan Rao had established

Udaya Printers and Publications at

Kodialbail in the year 1949 following

his studies in Mumbai. He was

member of Rotary Club since 1970 and

was among the founders of Mangalore

Philatelic Club and served as its

President. He was also an active

member of Bharat Seva Dal and many

socio-cultural organisations.

Shivananda, Founder and Managing Director of Vikram Travels & Resorts India Pvt. Ltd.

honoured with Ujwala Udyami Award 2023 (Coastal Edition) given by the Suvarna News

and Kannada Prabha in a programme held at Soorya Woods Convention Center in Maroli

recently. Former Lokayuktha, Justice N. Santhosh Hegde presented the award to Mr.

Shivananda in recognition of his services in the field of tours and travels.

College, Moodbidri has won  the prize

for his review on Devi Mahatme work by

Agari Srinivasa Bhagavatha. The state

level review contest was conducted by

Kuvempu Pratishtana Shivamogga as part

of its golden jubilee. He will receive a

cash prize of Rs 10,000 from eminent

writer S L Bhairappa at a function to be

held on March 26.
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She is a passionate veterinarian who

is bold, confident and willing to accept

the big challenges in the field of wildlife

management wholeheartedly.

She is Dr. Meghana Pemmaiah

who has won much praise for her efforts

in rescuing wild animals. Hailing from

Kodagu, after her Pre-University

Education at Christ College, Meghana did

her BVSc and MVSc in Wildlife and

Surgery form the Veterinary College in

Bengaluru. She worked with People for

Animals for nearly four years as a senior

veterinarian. Her service with this

institution provided her a lot of exposure

and first-hand experience in her field.

She is a member of Chitte Pili, a

wildlife and rescue centre co-founded by

her husband Dr. Yashaswi Naravi. Dr

Meghana shot into limelight recently when

she sitting in a cage entered a 25 feet deep

well near Niddodi in Kateel, in a bid to

rescue a leopard. After successfully

tranquilizing the big wild cat, Dr.

Meghana was pulled up along with the

tranquilized leopard in the cage.  She was

also  the lone woman veterinarian in the

team that was formed to track the wild

elephants that had killed two persons near

Kadaba in Subrahmanya.

Dr. Meghana enjoys her profession

immensely and through her dedication and

perseverance has been a source of

inspiration for many.

They are Women of Substance who

are a true inspiration to the younger

generation through their achievements at

a young age.

Jyothsna Amrith and her sister,

Lieutenant Commander Disha Amrith

hailing from Boloor in Mangaluru,

through their excellence have won laurels.

Disha Amrith of the Indian Navy recently

made Mangaluru proud by commanding

the Indian Naval contingent at the Republic

Day Parade while Jyothsna  was adjudged

Denmark’s Most Talented Young

Counselor for her contribution in the field

of public transport, especially the

Railways Network.

Disha Amrith is presently posted at Andaman Nicobar Islands in the Aviation wing

of the  Indian Navy and flies Dorniers while Jyothsna works as a Project Manager of

Track and Infrastructure at Atkins in Copenhagen. Disha has done her BA in computer

Science from BMS College of Engineering.

The proud young women are the daughters of Leela and Amrith Kumar couple

from Boloor  and have recently been chosen for the maiden Woman of Substance

Award instituted by Mangalore based NGO, Centre for Integrated Learning for their

exemplary achievements in their respective chosen fields of profession thus contributing

to the society and inspiring the next generation.

To represent the state in a coveted institution of

dentists is a matter of great honour as well as pride.

This coveted post of a representative of Karnataka

in the  Dental Council of India has been bagged by

Dr. Shivasharan Shetty, an eminent dentist

from Mangaluru.

Dr Shivasharan Shetty who also serves as the

Vice President of the Indian Dental Association, is

a multi-faceted personality. He is also the Managing

Director of Katalysts Production Pvt Ltd which

owns and manages Namma TV. He is the Trustee

of Premakanthi Educational and Charitable Trust

which runs a number of educational institutions.

OUTSTANDING PERSONALITY
His vision, passion, excellent networking and the close rapport that he enjoys with

the community at large is praiseworthy. He has earlier served as  Dakshina Kannada

Branch Secretary of  Indian Dental Association, Honorary  Secretary, Karnataka State

Branch of Indian Dental Association and as Executive Committee Member of Karnataka

Nursing & Allied Medical Sciences management Association.

Dr Shivasharan Shetty is also the Founder Director of C4U channel and City

Cable News Channel. 

WOMEN OF SUBSTANCE

CARING FORCARING FORCARING FORCARING FORCARING FOR
ANIMALSANIMALSANIMALSANIMALSANIMALS
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